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“ Not at all,” replied Sampson ; “for it is so plain, that 
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m tand it. and old fotks commend tt.” 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE SERIES, 


TRE object of the “Enrzrtarine Lisrary” is to provide 
the young, and, generally speaking, the less educated 
portion of the community, with books which they will 
find readabie, 

Many similar projects have been started, and have failed. 
‘Tho Proprietor of the pregent “Lisnany” believes that 
those failures are to’ be ageibed to a fundamental defi- 
ciency which, with proper attention and care, may be fully 
supplied. 

In undertakings of this kind, too little allowance has been 
made for what may almost be termed the repulsiveness of a 
book to the untutored mind. Children freed from irksome 
tasks, and working men wearied with a hard day's toil, 
cannot possibly be induced to read until they find out what 
a wealth of entertainment is concealed under the hard, un- 
graceful forms of typography. Nothing appears more cer- 
tain than that they will not read at all, unless materials are 
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placed before them which are calculated to arouse their 
interest and enchain their attention. 


The practical problem, therefore, to be solved is, to 
furnish a selection of works which will appeal to that 
dominant principle in the human breast—the love of 
pleasure. The aim of the Editor of the “ ENTERTAINING 
Lipnany” is to provide an ample and varied repast for 
the gratification of this instinct. The concentration of his 
efforts upon this single point will give the present series of 
books its distinctive character. 


A glance at the sources upon which he has already drawn 
will, it is believed, convince those who are acquainted with 
English literature, that such volumes as the “ ENTERTAINING 
LIBRARY” promises to contain, will necessarily tend to en- 
large the intellectual views, and to direct and strengthen 
the moral sentiments of evers@eader. But the prime end 
kept in view will be to afford, in a wide and liberal sense, 
pleasure and amusement ; and to this end, whatever bears 
more directly upon the practical utilities of life will in- 
variably be held subordinate 
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PART I. 
A VOYAGE TO LILLIPUT. 


CHAPTER I. 


Author gives some Account of Himself and Family: his fires Indnee 
a to travel — He is shipwreek€d and swims for his Lifc; rete sate 
on Shore in the Country of Lilliput — He is made Prisoner, and carried 
up tha Country. 
My father had a small estate in Nottinghamshire; I 
was the third of five sons. He sent me to Emanuel 
College, Cambridge, at fourteen years of dye. There I 
resided three years, and applied myself closely to my 
studies. Although I had a very scanty allowance, the 
charge of maintaining me was too great for a narrow 
fortune: I was therefore bound apprentice to Mr. James 
Bates, an eminent surgeon in London, with whom ] 
continued four years. During that period my father 
sent me small sums of money, which I laid out in 
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learning navigation, and other branches of the mathe- 
matics, useful to those who intend to travel, for this, I 
always bclicved it would be, some time or other, my 
fortune to do. When I left Mr. Bates, I went down to 
my futher; wherc, by his assistance, and that of my 
uncle John, and some other relations, I got forty 
pounds, and a promise of thirty pounds a-year to 
maintain me at Leyden. ‘ThereI studied medicine two 
years and seven months, knowing it would be useful 
to me in long voyages. 

Soon afler my return from Leyden, I was recom- 
mended by my good master, Mr. Bates, as surgeon to the 
Swallow, Captain Abraham Pannell, commander. With 
him I continued three years and a half, making a 

renee 

voyage or two to the ‘Levant, and some other places. 
When I came back, I resolved to settle in London: 
a project in which Mr. Bates, my master, en- 
couraged me. By him I was recommended to several 
patients. I ‘ook part of a small house in Old Jewry; 
and, being advised to alter my condition, I married 
Miss Mary Burton, second daughter to Mr, Edmund 
Burton, hosier, in Newgate Street, with whom I received 
four hundred pounds as a dowry. 

My good master Bates died two years after, and, 
hsving few friends, my bésiness began to fail; for my 
camiscience would not suffer me to imitate the bad piac 

af too many of my brethren, Having, therefore, 
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consulted with my wife and some of my acquaintances, 
I determined to go again to sea. I was surgeon suc- 
cessively in two ships, and made several voyages, for 
Bix years, to the East and West Indies, by which I got 
some addition to my fortune. My hours of leisure I 
spent in reading the best authors, ancient and modern, 
being always provided with a goodly number of books ; 
and when I was ashore, I oceupicd myself with opaary: 
ing the manners and dispositions of the people, and 
with learning their language. In the latter object I was 
greatly aided by the strength of my memory. 

The last of these voyages not proving very fortunate, 
I grew weary of the sea, and intended to stay at home 
with my wife and family. I removed from Old Jewry 
to Fetter Lane, and thence to Wapping, hoping to get 
business among the sailors, but my success was small. 
After three years’ expectatiopfgigat things would mend, 
I accepted an advantagegy Ger trom Captain William 
Prichard, master gfe Antclope, who was about to 
make a voyagegm™ the South Sea. We set sail from 
Bristol, May 4, 1699, and our voyage, at first, was 
very necaperoteet tim ap 

It would not be propeeP 
the reader with the particulars 
those seas ; let it suffice to infurm him, that j in our pas- 
gage to the East Indies, we wore driven by a violent 
storm to the north-west of Van Diemen’s Land. By an 
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observation, we found ourselves in the latitude of 80 
degreés 2 minutes south. Twelve of our srew died 
from immoderate labor and bad food; the rest were 
in a very weak condition» On the 5th of November, 
which wae the beginning of summer in those parts, 
during hazy weather, the seamen spied a rock within 
half a cable’s length of the ship; but the wind was so 
strong, that the vessel drifted directly upon it, and im- 
mediately split. Six of the crew, of whom I was one, 
having let down the boat into the sea, made a shift to get 
' clear of the ship and the rock. We rowed, according to 
my reckoning, about three leagues, till we were able to 
work no longer, being already spent with the exertions we 
had made to save the ship. We, therefore, trusted our- 
selves to the mercy of the waves, and in about half an 
hour the boat was upset by a sudden squall from the north. 
What became of my companions in the boat, as well as of 
those who escaped to the rock, or were left in the vessel, 
I cannot tell; but I conclude they were all lost. For 
my own part, I swam as fortune dirffted me, and was 
epushed forward by wind and {ide I oftert let my legs 
drop, and could feel no bottom ; hut when I was almost 
exhausted, and able to strug¢lé no longer, I found 
myself within my depth; and by this time the storm 
had greatly abated. The coast was so flat, that I walked 
nearly a mile before I got to the shore, and this, T 
conjectured, was about eight o'clack in the evening. 


=? 
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I then advanced onwards nearly half a mile, but T could 
not discover any signs of houses or inhabitants : at least, 
I was in so weak a condition, that I did not observe 
them. I was extremely tired, andthe heat of the weather, 
together with the effects of about half a pint of brandy 
that I dank on leaving the ship, disposed me to sleep. 
I lay down on the grass, which was very short and soft, 
where I slept sounder than I ever remember to have 
done in my life, and, as I reckoned, about nine hours; 
for, when I awaked, it was just day-light. I attempted 
to rise, but was not able to stir; for having happened 
to lie on my back, I found my arms and legs strongly 
fastened on each side to the ground; and my hair, 
which was long and thick, tied down in the same 
manner. I likewise felt several slender cords across my 
body, from my arm-pits to my thighs. I could only 
look upwards ; the sun began to grow hot, and the hght 
offended my eyes, I heard a confused noise about me ; 
‘but in the postare in which I lay, I could see nothing 
except the sky. In a little time I felt something alive 
moving on my left leg, which, advancing gently forward 
over my breast, came almost up to my chin. On 
hending my eyes downward as much as I could, I per- 
ceived it to be a human creature not six inches high, 
with a bow and arrow in his handa, and # quiver at his 
back. In the meantime, I felt at least forty other crea- 
tures of the same kind, as 1 ennjectured, following the 
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first, I was in the utmost astonishment, and roared so 
loud, that they ali ran back in a fright; and some of 
them, as I was afterwards told, were hurt by the falls 
they got by lcaping from my sides upon the ground. 
However, they soon returned, and one of them, who 
ventured so far as to get a full view of my face, lifting 
up his hands and eyes in surprise, crying out in a shrill 
but distinct voice, Lekinah degul: the others repeated 
the same words several times, but I then knew not what 
they meant. I lay all this while, as the reader may 
believe, in great uneasiness; at length, struggling to 
get loose, I had the good fortune to break the strings, 
and wrench out the pegs that fastened my left arm tc 
the ground ; for, by lifting it up to my face, I discovered 
the methods they had taken to bind me. At the same 
tume, with a violent pull, which gave me excessive pain, 
I slightly loosened the strings that tied down my hair on 
the left side, ‘ko that I was just able to turn my head 
about two inches, But the creatures ran off a second 
time, before I could seize them; whereupon there was 
a great shout in a very shrill accent, and"after it had 
ceased I heard one of them cry aloud, Tolgo phonac. In 
an instant I felt above a hundred arrows discharged on 
my left hand, which pricked me like so many necdles; 
and besides, they shot another volley into the air, as we 
do bombs in Europe. Many of them, I suppose, fell on 
my body, though I felt them not, and some on my face, 
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which I immediately covered with my left hand. When 
this shower of arrows was over, I began to groan 
with grief and pain, and strove again to get loose. 
They then discharged another volley larger than the 
first, and some attempted with spears to stick me in the 
sides; but by good luck I had on me a lbather jerkin, 
which they could not pierce. JI thought it the mos¢ 
prudent method to lic still, and my design was to con- 
tinue so till night, when, my left hand being already 
loose, I could easily free myself; and as for the inhab- 
itants, I had reason to believe I might be a match for 
the greatest army they could bring against me, if they 
were all of the same size as those I saw. But fortune 
ordered otherwise. When the people observed I was 
quiet, they discharged no more arrows; but, from the 
noise J heard, I knew their numbers had increased. 
About four yards from me, over against my right ear, I 
heard a knocking for above an hour, like that of people 
at work ; and, on turning my head that way, as well as 
the pegs and strings would permit me, I saw a stage 
erected about’a foot and a half from the ground, capable 
of holding four of the inhabitants, with two or three 
ladders to mount it: whence one of them, who seemed 
to be a person of rank, made me a long speech, of which 
I understood not one syllable. But I should have 
mentioned, that before the principal person began hia 
eration, he cried out three times, Langro dehul san. 
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(These words and the former were afterwards repeated 
and explained to me.] Whereupon, about fifty of the 
inhabitants came and cut the strings that fastened the 
left side of my head, which gave me the power of turn- 
ing it to the right, and of observing the person and 
gesture of him that was to speak. He appeared to be 
of middle age, and taller than any of the other three 
who attended him, of whom the one that held up his 
train was a page, seemingly somewhat Jonger than my 
middle finger; the other two stood one on each side 
to support him. He acted every part of an orator, and 
I could observe many periods of threatenings, and 
others of promises, pity and kindness. I answered in a 
few words, but in the most subinissive manner, lifting 
up my left hand and both my eyes to the sun, as call- 
ing that luminary for a witness; and being almost 
munahed with hunger, not having eaten a morsel for 
some hours before I left the ship, I found the demands 
of nature so stiong upon me that I could not forbear 
showiug my impatience by putting my finger frequently 
to my mouth, to signify that I wanted food. The hurgo 
(for so they call a great lord, as I afterwards learnt) un- 
derstood me very well. Ie descended fiom the stage, 
and commanded that several ladders should be apphed 
to my sides. On the formet above a hundred of the 
inhabitants mounted, and walked towaids my mouth, 
ladeu with baskets full of neat, which had been pro- 
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vided and sent thither by the king's orders, as soon as 
he received intelligence of me.I observed there was 
the flesh of animals of several sorts, but could not dis- 
tinguish them by the taste. There were shoulders, legs 
and loins, shaped like those of mutton, and very well 
dressed, but smaller than the wings of a lark. I ate 
them two or three at a mouthful, and took three loaves 
at a time, which were about the size of musket bullets 
They supplied me as fast as they could, showing a 
thousand marks of wonder and astonishment at my bul 
and appetite, I then made another sign, that I wanted 
to drink. They found by my eating that a amal 
quantity would not be enough for me; and, being a 
mont “ingenious people, they slung up, with great 
dexterity, one of their largest hogsheads, then rolled it 
towards my hand, and beat out the top. I drank it off 
at a draught, which I vould well do, for it did not hold 
half a pint. It tasted like Burgundy, but much mory/ 
delicious. They brought me a second hogshead, whic 

I drank in the same manner, and made signs for more 
but they had none to give me. When I had performe 
these wonders, they shouted for joy, and danced ups 
my breast, repeating severul times as they did at 
Hekinah degul. They made me signs that I shoul: 
throw down the two hogsheads, but first warning the 
people below to stand out of the way, crying aloud, 
Borach mevolah; aud when they aaw the vessels in the 
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alr, there was a universal shout of Hekinalfipu’. 
confess I was often tempted, while they were passing 
backwards and forwards on my body, to seize forty or 
fifty of the first that came within my reach, and dash 
them against the ground; but the remembrance of 
what I had felt, which probably might ‘not be the worst 
they could do, and the promise of hontr I made them 
— for so I interpreted my submissive behaviour— 
soon forbade my doing so. Besides, I now considered 
myself as bound by the laws of hospitality, to a people 
who had treated me with so much magnificence. How- 
ever, in my thoughts I could not sufficiently wonder 
‘at the intrepidity of these diminutive mortala, who 
ventured to mount and walk upon my sPdy, without 
trembling at the very sight of so prodigious a creature as 1 
must have appeared tothem. After some time, when they 
observed that I made no more Hemands for meat, there 
appeared before me a person of high rank, a messenger 
‘fom his imperial majesty. His excellency, having 
mounted on the small of my right leg, advanced upwards 
.o my face, with about a dozen of his retinue, and pro- 
‘ucing his credentials under the signet royal, whi¢h he’ 
yplied close to my eyes, spoke about ten minutés with- 
out any signs of anger, but with a kind of determinate 
resolution. He often pointed forwards, which, as I after- 
wards found, was towards the capital city, about half a 
mile distant, whither it was agreed by his majesty in 
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council that I must be conveyed. I answered in a few 
words, to him of course unintelligible, and made a& sign 
with my hand that was loose, putting it to the other 
but over his excellency’s head, for fear of hurting him 
‘ex hig train), and then to my own head and body, to 
‘signify that I desired my liberty,’ It appeared that he 
understood me well enough, for he shook his head hy 
. way of disapprobation, and held hig hand in a manner 
that showed Imust be carried as a prisoner. However, 
he made other signs to let me understand that I should 
have meat and drink enough, and very good treatment. 
Whereupon I once more thought of attempting to break 
my bonds; but again, when I felt the smart of their 
arrows upon my face and hands, which were all in 
blisters, with many of the darts still sticking in them, 
and observing likewise that the number of my enemi¢s 
increased, I made signs to let them know that they 
might do with me what they pleased. Upon this, the 
kurgo and his train withdrew, with much civility and 
’cheerful countenances. 

It seems, that upon the first moment I was discovered 
sleeping on the ground, after my landing, the emperor 
had early notice of it by an express, and determined 
in council, that I should be tied in the manner I have 
related; that plenty of meat and drink should be sent 
me, and a machine prepared to carry me to the capita 


city, c 
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This resolution, aap may appear very bold and 
“dangerous, and Iam confident would not be imitated by 
any prince in Europe on the like occasion. However, 
in my opinion, it yas extremely prudent, as well as 
generous ; for, carffosing these people had endeavoured 
to kill me with their spears and arrows, while I was 
asleep, I should certainly have awaked with the first 
wense of smart, and this might so far have aroused my 
rage and strength, as to have enabled me to break the 
strings wherewith I was tied; after which, as they 
were not able to make resistance, so they could expect 
no mercy. 2 

These people are most excellent mathematicians, and 
have attained a great perfection in mechanics by the 
favor and encouragement of the emperor, who is a re- 
nowned patron of learning. This prince has several 
machines fixed on wheels, for the carriage of trees and 
other great weights. He often builds his largest men 
of war, of which some are nine feet long, in the woody 
where the timber grows, and has them carried on these 
engines three or four hundred yards to the sea. Five 
hundred carpenters and engineers were immediately set 
to work to prepare the largest engine they had. It waa 
a frame of wood raised three inches from the ground, 
about seven feet long and four wide, moving upon 
twenty-two wheels. A loud shout was raised on the 
arrival of this engine, which, it seems, set qut four hours 
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lay. But the principal difficulty was to raise and place 
mein this vehicle. Lighty poles, each of one foot high, 
were érected for this purpose, and very strong cords, of 
‘the size of packthread, were fastened by hooks to many 
bandages, which the workmen had girt round my neck, 
my hands, my body, and my legs. Nine hundied of 
the strongest men were employed to draw up these 
cords, by many pulleys fastened on the poles; aud thus, 
in Jess than three hours, I was raised and slung into the 
engine, and there tied fast. Al this I was afterwards 
told; for, while the operation was being performed, I 
lay in a profound sleep, by the force of a soporiferous 
medicine infused into my liquor. Fifteen hundred of 
the emperor's largest horses, each about four inches and 
a half high, were employed to draw me towards the 
metropolis, which, as I said, was half a mile distant. , 
About four hours after we began our journey, I 
awoke by a very ridiculous accident; for the carriage 
being stopped a while, to adjust“something that was out 
of order, two or three of the young natives had the 
curiosity to sce how I looked when I was asleep. They 
climhed up into the engine, and advanced very softly 
to my face; one of them, an officer in the guards, put 
the sharp end of his half-pike a good way up into my 
left(nostril, which tickled my nose hke a straw, and 
made me sneeze violently; whereupon they stolo off 
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unperceived, and it was three weeks before I knew the 
cause of my waking so suddenly. We made a long 
march the remaining part of the day, and rested at night 
with five hundred guards on each side of me, half with 
torches, and half with bows and arrows, ready to shoot 
me if I should’ offer to stir. The next morning, at sut- 
rise, we continued our march, and arrived within #wo 
hundred yards of the city gates about noon. The 
emperor and all his court came out to meet us, but the 
chief officers would by no means suffer his majesty to 
endanger his person by mounting on my body, = 
At the place where the cairiage stopped, there stood 
an aricient temple, noted as the largest in the whole 
kingdom; which, having been polluted some yearg 
before by an unnatural murder, was, according to the 
zeal of those people, looked upon as profane, and there- 
fore had been applied to common use, and all the 
ornaments and furniture carried away. In this edifice 
it was determined I should lodge. The gate fronting 
the north was about four feet high and two feet wide, 
through which I could easily ereep. On each side of 
the gate was asmall window, not above six inches fiom 
the ground: into that, on the lef side, the king's amith 
conveyed four score and eleven chains, hke those that 
hang to a lady's watch in Europe, and almost as large. 
which were locked to my left leg with six and thirty 
padiocks, Over against this temple, on the ather side 
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nf the greit highway, twenty feet distant, there waa a 
turret at least five feet high. Here the emperor 
‘ascended, with many principal lords of his court, to 
have an opportunity of viewing me, as I was told, for 
Taonld not see them. It was reckoned that above a 
lrundred thousand inhabitants came out of the town upon 
thé sume errand ; and, in spite of my guards, 1 believe 
there could not be fewer than ten thousand at several 
times, who mounted my body by the help of ladders. 
But a proclamation was soon issued, to forbid it upon 
pain of death. When the workmen found it was impos- 
gible for me to break loose, they cut all the strings that 
bound me; whereupon, I rose up, in as melancholy a 
state as I over had been in. The noise and astonish- 
ment of the people, at sceing me rive and walk, are 
indescribable. The chains that held my left leg were 
about two yards long, and gave me not only the liberty 
of walking backwards and forwards in a semicircle, but. 
baing fixed within four inches of the gate, allowed me 
to crcep into and lie at full length in the temple. 
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CHAPTER IL 


The Emperor of Lilliput, attended by several of the Nobility, comes to see 
the Author in his Confinement—-The Emperor’s Person and Dress de- 
scribed -—jLearned Men appointed to teach the Author their Language -~ 

” Ho gains Favor by his mild Dispoution — His Pockets are searched, and 
his word and Pistols taken from him. 


Wurn I found myself on my feet, I must confess that, 
on looking about me, I never beheld a more charming 
prospect. The country around appeared like a con- 
tinuous garden, and the enclosed ficlds, which were 
generally about forty feet square, resembled so many 
beds of flowers. These fields were inter - with 
woods of half a stang,* and the tallest trees, as far as I 
could judge, appeared to be seven feet high. I viewed 
the town on my Jeft hand, which looked like the painted 
scene ofa city in a theatre. 

The emperor presently descended from the tower, and 
advanced on horseback towards me. This was on the 
point of costing him dear; for the beast, though very 
well trained, yet wholly unused to such a sight, which 
appeared as if a mountain mov fore him, reared up 
on his hinder-feet. The a. a who is an 
excellent horseman, kept his seat, till his attendants ran 


* A stang is a pole= 5} yards, 9 A. (long measure. ) 
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in, and held the bridle, while his majesty had time to 
dismount. When he alighted, he surveyed me round 
with great.admiration; but kept beyond the length ot 
my chain. He ordered his cooks and butlers, who were 
already prepared to give me victuals and drink, which 
they pushed forward in a sort of vehicle upon wheels, 
till Tcould reach them. I took these vehicles, and soon 
emptied them all; twenty of them were filled with meat, 
and ten with liquor; each of the former afforded mé 
two or three good mouthfuls; and I emptied the liquor, 
which was contained in earthen vials, into one vehicle, 
and drank it all off ata draught. The empress, and 
young princes and princesses, attended by many ladies, 
sat at some distance in their chairs; but,-seeing the. 
accident that happened to the emperor’s horse, they 
alighted, and came near his person, which I am now 
going to describe. Ile is taller, by almost the breadth 
of my nail, than any of his court;. which ,alone is 
enough to,stiike,awe into the beholders., His features, 
are .strong and masculine, with an Austrian lip, and 
arched nose;, his. complexion ,olive,+his countenance 
erect, his body and limbs. well: proportioned, all his 
motions graceful, and his deportment majestic. Ie was 
then past his prime, being twenty-eight years, of which 
he had reigned about seven in great happiness and 
prosperity. In order to have a convenient view of his 
majesty, I lay on my side, so that my face was parallel 
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to his, and he stood but three yards off: however, I 
have since had lim many times in my hand, and 
therefore cannot be deceived in the description. His 
dress was very plain and simple, and the fashion af it 
between the Asiatic and the European: but he hud on 
his head a light helmet of gold, adorned with jewels, 
und a plume on the crest. He held his sword drawn in 
his hand to defend himself, if I should happen to break 
loose: it was almost three inches long; the hilt and 
scabbard were gold, enriched with diamonds. His voice 
was shrill, but so very clear and articulate that I could 
distinctly hear it, even when I stood up. The ladies 
and courtiers were all most magnificently clad; so that 
the spot they stood upon seemed to resemble a petticoat 
spread on the ground, embroidered with figures of gold 
and silver. His imperial majesty often spoke te me, 
and I returned answers: but neither of us could under- 
stand a syllable. There were present several of his 
priests and lawyers(as I conjectured by their costumes), 
who were conimanded to address themselves tome; and 
I spoke to them in as many languages as I had the least 
smattering of, which were High and Low Dutch, Latin, 
French, Spanish, and Italian, but all to no purpose. 
After about two hours the court retired, and I was left 
with a strong guard, to prevent the impertinence, and, 
probably, the mulice of the rabble, who were very 
impatient to crowd about me as near as they durst 
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Some of them had the impudence to shoot their arrows 
at me, as I sat on the ground by the door of my house, 
and one very narrowly missed my left eye. But the 
colonel ordered six of the ringleaders to be seized, and 
thought no punishment so proper as to deliver them 
bound into my hands; which some of his soldiers 
accordingly did, pushing them forwards with the butt- 
ends of their pikes within my reach. I took them all 
in my right hand, put five of them into my cvat pocket, 
and, as to the sixth, I miade a pretence as if I would eat, 
him alive. The poor man squalled terribly, and the 
volonel and his officers were in much pain, especially 
when they saw me take out my penknife: but I soon 
put them out of fear; for, looking mildly, and imme- 
diately cuttimg the strings he was bound with, I set him 
gently on the ground, and away he ran. I treated the 
rest in the same manner, taking them one by one out of 
my pocket; and I observed both the soldiers and people 
were highly delighted at this mark of my clemency,’ 
which was represented very much to my advantage ut 
court, 

Towards night I got with some difficulty into my 
house, where I lay on the ground, and continued to de 
so about a fortnight; during which time, the emperor 
gave orders to have a bed prepared for me. Six 
hundred beds of the common measure were brought ip 
carriages, und set up in my Louse; a hundred and fifty 
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of their beds, sewn together, made up the breadth and 
length; and these were four double; which, however. 
kept me but very indifferently from the hardness of the 
floor, that was of smooth stone. By the same compu- 
tation, they provided me with sheets, blankets and 
coverlets, tolerable enough for one who had been so long 
inured to hardships. 

As the news of my arrival spread through the king- 
dom, it brought prodigious numbers of rich, idle, and 
curious people to see me; s0 that the villages were 
almost emptied; and great neglect of tillage and house. 
hold affairs must have ensued, if his imperial majesty 
had not provided, by several proclamations and orders 
of state, against this inconvenience. IIe directed, that 
those who had already beheld me should return home, 
and not presume to come within fifty yards of my house, 
without licence from the court: whereby the secretaries 
of state got considcrable fees. 

In the mean time the emperor held frequent councils, 
“to debate what should be done with me; and I was 
afterwards assured, by a particular friend, a person 
of great quality, who was as much in the secret as any, 
that the court was under many difficulties concerning 
me. They apprehended my breaking loose; that 
my diet would be very expensive, and might cause a 
famine. Sometimes they determined to starve me, or at 
loast to shoot me in the face and hands with poisoned 
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arrows, which would soon despatch me; but again they 
considered that the stench of so large a carcass might 
produce a plagne in the metropolis, and probably spread 
through the whole kingdom. In the midst of these 
consultations, several officers of the army went to the 
door of the great council-chamber, and two of them 
being admitted, gave an account of my behaviour to the 
six criminals above-mentioned; which made so favorable 
an impression in the breast of his majesty, and the whole 
board, in my behalf, that an imperial commission wag 
issued, obliging all the villages, nine hundred yards 
round the city, to deliver every morning six beeves, 
forty sheep, and other victuals fur my snstenance; 
together with a proportionable quantity of bread, and 
wine, and other liquors; for the due payment of which, 
bis majesty gave assigninents-upon his treasury: —for 
this prince lives chiefly upon his own landed property; 
hever, except upon great occasions, raising any subsidies 
upon his subjects, who are bound to attend him in his 
wars at theirown expense. An establishment was also 
made of six hundred persons to be my domestica, who 
had board-wages allowed ior their maintenance, and 
tents built for them very conveniently on each side of 
my door. It was likewise ordered that three hundred 
tailors should make mea suit of clothes, after the fashion 
of the country; that six of his majesty’s greatest 
scholars should be employed to instruct me in their 
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language: and lastly, that the emparor’s horses, arid 
those of the nobility and troops of guards, should be 
frequently exercised in my sight, to accustom themselves 
Yto me. All these orders were@duly put im execution; 
and in about three weeks I made great progress in 
learning their language: during which time the emperor 
frequently honored me with his visits, and was pleased 
to assist my masters in teaching me. We already began 
to converse together in a certain fashion; and the first 

ords) I learnt, were to express my desire ‘that his 
majesty would be pleased to give me my liberty;’ which 
I every day repeated on my knees. His answer, aa I 
could understand it, was, ‘that this must be a work of 
time, not to be thought of without the advice of his 
council, and that first I niust lumos kelsnin pesso desmar 
lon emposo;’ that is, swear a peace with him and his 
kingdom; however, that I should be used with all 
kindness; and he advised me ‘to acquire by iny patience 
and discreet behaviour, the good opinion of himself and 
his subjects.’ He desired ‘I would not take it ill, if he 
gave orders to certain proper officers to search me; for 
probably I might carry about me several weapons, which 
must needs be dangerous things, if they answered the 
bulk of so prodigious a person.’ I aasid, ‘His majesty 
should be satisfied; for I was ready to stip, and empty 
my pockets before him.’ This £ delivered, part in 
words, and part in signa, Tle replied, ‘that, by the 
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laws of the kingdom, I must be searched by two of his 
officers; that he knew this could not be done withour 
my consent and assistance; and he had so good an 
epinion of my generosity and justice, as to trust thei 
persons in ny hands: that whatever they took from 
me, should be returned when I left the country, or paid 
for at the rate which I would set upon them.’ I took 
ap the two officers in my hands, put them first into my 
eoat-pockets, and then into every other pocket about me, 
except my two fobs, and another secret pocket, in which 
[ had some little necessaries that were of no consequence 
to any but myself. In one of my fobs there was a silver 
watch, and in the other a small quantity of gold in a 
purse. These gentlemen, having pen, ink, and paper 
about them, made an exact inventory of everything they 
waws and, when they had done, desized I would set 
them down, that they might deliver it to the emperor. 
This znventory I afterwards translated into English, and 
igs word for word as follows: — . 

‘ Imprimis, In the ryzht coat-pocket of the great man- 
mountain [for so I interpret the words guinbus flestrin], 
after the strictest search, we found only one great piece 
of coarse cloth, large enough to be a foot-eloth for your 
majesty’s chief room of state. In the left pocket we saw 
4 huge silver chest, with a cover of the same metal, 
which we, the searchers, were not able to lift. We 
desired jt shonkd he opened, and one of us ptepping inte 
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it, found himself up to the knees in @ sort of dust, some 
part whereof flying up to our faces, set us sneezing fo1 
several times together. In his right waistcoat-pocket 
we found a prodigious bundle of white thin substances 
folded one over another, about the bigness of three men, 
tied with a strong cable, and marked, with black 
figures; which we humbly conceive=t0*be writings, 
every letter almost half as large as the palm of our 
hands. In the left there was a sort’ of engine, from 
the back of which were extending twenty long poles, 
resembling the palings before your majesty’s court: 
wherewith we conjecture the man-mountain combs his 
head; for we did not always trouble him with ques- 
lions, because we found it a great difficulty to make 
him understand us. In the large pocket, on the right 
side of his middle cover [so I translate the word ran- 
fulo, by which they meant my breeches], we saw a 
1ollow pillar of iron, about the length of a man, fas- 
ened to a strong piece of tiinber larger than the 
xilar ; and upon one side of the pillar were huge pieces 
f iron sticking out, cut into strange figarcs, which we 
now not what to make of, In the left pocket, another 
mgine of the same kind. In the smaller pocket, on the 
ight aide, were several round flat pieces of white and 
ed metal, of different bulk; some of the white, which 
eemed to be silver, were so large and heavy, that my 
omrade and I could hardly lift them. -In the lef 
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pocket were two black pillars irregularly shaped : we 
could not, without difficulty, reach the top of them, as 
we stood at the bottom of his pocket. One of them was 
covered and seemed all of a piece; but at the upper end 
of the other there appeared a white round substance, 
about twice the bigness of our heads. Within each of 
these was enclosed a prodigious plate of steel; which, 
by our orders, we obliged him to show us, because we 
apprehended they might be dangerous engines. He 
took them out of their cases, and told us, that in his own 
country his practice was to shave his beard with one of 
these, and cut his meat with the other. There were two 
pockets which we could not enter: these he called his 
fobs; they were two large slits cut into the top of his 
middle cover, but squeezed close by the pressure of his 
belly. Out of the right fob hung a great silver chain, 
with a wonderful kind of engine at the bottoin. We 
directéd him to draw out whatever was at the end of that 
chain, whieh appeared to be a globe, half silver, and half 
ofsome transparent metal ; for, on the transparent side, we 
saw certain strange figures circularly drawn, and thought 
we could touch them, till we found our fingers stopped 
by that lucid aubstance. He put this engine to our ears, 
which made an incessant noise, like that of a water-mill; 
and we conjecture it is either some unknown animal, 
or the god that he worships: but we are more in- 
clined to the latter opinion, because he assured us (if 
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we understood him right, for he expressed himself very 
imperfectly) that he seldom did anything without oon- 
sulting it. He called it his oracle, and said it pointed 
* the time for every action of his life. From the left 
ob he took out a net large enough for a fisherman, but 
contrived to open and shut like purse, and which 
served him for the same use: we therein several 
massive pieces of ycllow metal, whic#, if they be real 
gold, must be of immense value. 

‘Having thus, in obedience to your majesty’s coin 
mands, diligently searched all his pockets, we observed’ 
a girdle about his waist, made of the hide of some pro- 
digious animal, from which, on the left side, hung a 
eword of the length of five men; and on the right, a 
bag, or pouch divided into two cells, each cell capable 
of holding three of your majesty’s subjects. In one of 
these cells were several globes or balls, of a most pon~ 
derous metal, about the bigness of our heads, and which 
required a strong hand to lift them: the other cell con- 
tained a heap of certain black grains, but of no great 
bulk or weight, for we could hold above fifty of them in 
the palms of our hands. 

‘This is an exact inventory of what we found about 
the bi @y of the man-mountain, who used us with great 
civilj y, and due respect to your majesty’s commission. 
Signi H and sealed on the fourth day of the eighty-ninth 
mooi /of your maiesty’« auspicious reign. 
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When this inventory was read over to the emperor, 
he directed me, although in very gentle terms, to de- 
liver up the several articles. He first called for my 
scimitar, which I took out, scabbard and all. In the 
mean time he ordered three thousand of his choicest 
troops, who then attended him, to surround me at a 
distance, with their bows and arrows just ready to dis- 
charge. He then desircd me to withdraw my scimitar, 
which, although it had got some rust by the sea~water. 
was, in most parts, exceedingly bright. I did so, and 
immediately all the troops gave a shout between terror 
and surprise ; for the sun shone clear, and the reflection 
dazzled their eyes, as I waved the scimitar to and fro in 
my hand. His majesty, who is a most magnanimous 
prince, was less daunted than I could expect: he 
ordered me to return it into the scabbard, and cast it on 
the ground as gently as I could, about six feet from the 
end of my chain. The next thing he demanded was 
one of the hollow tion pillars; by which he meant my 
pocket pistols. I drew it out, and at his desire, as well 
as I could, expressed to hin the usc of it; and charging 
“it only with powder, which, by the closeness of my 
pouch, happened to escape wetting in the sea (an in- 
convenience against which all prudent mariners take 
Bpecial care to provide), I first cautioned the emperor not 
to be afraid, and then I let it off in the air. The as- 
toniahunent at the report was much greater than at the 
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sight of the scimitar. Hundreds fell down as if they 
had been struck dead; and even the emperor, although 
he stood his ground, could not recover himself for some 
time. I delivered up both my pistols, in the same 
manner as I had done my scimitar, and then my pouch 
of powder and bullets; begging him that the former 
might be kept from fire, for it would kindle with the 
smallest spark, and blow up his imperial palace into the 
air. I likewise delivered up my watch, which the 
emperor was very curious to see, and he commanded two 
of his tallest yeomen of the guards to bear it on a pole 
upon their shoulders, as draymen in England do : 
of ale. [le was amazed at the continual noise 
and the motion of the minute-hand, which he could 
easily discern, for their sight is much more acute than 
ours; he asked the opinions of his learned men about it, 
which were various and wide of the mark, as the reader 
may well imi zine, although, indeed, I could not very 
perfectly understand them. I then gave up my silver 
and copper money, my purse with nine large pieces oft 
gold, and some smaller ones; my knife and razor, my ~ 
comb and silver snuff-box, my handkerchiefand journal 
book / My scimitar, pistols, and pouch, were conveye 
in ¢ Be to his majesty’s stores; but the rest of my 
goo 8 were returned me. 

Tihad, as I before observed, one private pocket, 
which escaped their search, wherein there was a pair 
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of spectacles (which I sometimes use for weakness of 
sight), a pocket perspective, and some other little con- 
veniences. These articles, being of no consequence to the 
emperor, I did not think myself bound in honor to dis- 
play, and I apprehended they might be lost or spoiled, 


if I trusted them out of my possession. 
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CHAPTER III. 


Tho Author diverts the Rucperor, and his Nobility of both Sexoa, in a very 
unoommon Manner —'The Diversions of the Court of Lilliput described ~~ 
The Author has his Liberty granted ham upon certain Conditions. 

7 tos wig) 

My gentleness and good behaviour had gained so far on 

the emperor and his court, and, indeed, upon the army 

and people in general, that I began to ‘entertain hopes 

of getting my liberty in ashort time. I took all j- 

ble methods to cultivate this favorable disposition. Re, 

natives came, by degrees, to be lose’ apprehensive of any 
danger from me. I would sometimes lie down, and let 
five or six of them dance on my hand: and at last the 
boys and girls would fenture to comeand play at*hide- 
dnd-seck in my hair. I had now made good progress! 
in understanding and speaking the language. The 
emperor had a mind one day to entertain me with, 
several of the country shows, whercin they excelléd alll « 
nations I have known, both for dexterity and magni- 
ficence. ,I was diverted with none so much as that 
of the ppe-dancers, performed upon a slender white 
thread, extended about two feet, and twelve inches from 
the gro tnd. Upon which I shall desire liberty, with the 
reader’s patience, to enlarge a litile. 
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' This diversion is only practised by those persons who 
are candidates for great cmployments, and high favor at 
court, They are trained in this art from their youth, 
and are not always of noble birth, or liberal education. 
When a great office is vacant, either by death or disgrace 
(which often happens), five or six of those candidates 
‘petition the empcror to entertain his majesty and the 
court with a dance on the rope; and whoever jumps 
the highest without falling, succeeds in the office. Very 
often the chief ministers themsclves are commanded to 
show their skill, and to convince the emperor they have 
not lost their faculty. Flimnap, the treasurer, is able to 
cut a caper on the straight rope at least an inch higher 
than any other lord in the whole empire. I have seen 
him do the summerset several times together, upon a 
trencher fixed on a rope, which is no thicker than a 
eommon packthread in England. .My friend Reldresal, 
principal secretary for private affairs, is, in my opinion, 
if 1 am not partial, the second after the treasurer; the 
rest of the great officers are much upon a par.. 

These diversions are often attended with fatal ac- 
cidents, of which great numbers are on record. I my- 
self have seen two or three candidates break a limb. 
But the danger is much greater, when the ministers 
themselves are commanded to show their dexterity ; 
for, by contending to excel themselves and their fellows, 
they strain so far that there is hardly one of them who 
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has not received a fall, and some of them two or 
three. I was assured that, a year or two before my 
arrival, Flimnap would infallibly have broken his neck, 
if one of the king’s cushions, that accidentally lay on 
the ground, had not weakened the force of his fall. 

The horses of the army and those of the royal stables, 
having been daily led before me, were no longer shy, 
but would come up to my very feet without starting. 
The riders would leap them over my hand, as I held it 
on the ground: and one of the emperor’s huntsmen, 
upon a large courser, sprang over my foot, shoe and all; 
which was indeed a prodigious leap. I had the good 
fortune to divert tle emperor one day in a very ‘extra- 
ordinary manner. I desired he would order several 
sticks of two fect high, and the thickness of an ordinary 
cane, to be brought mc; whereupon his majesty com- 
manded the master of his woods to give directions ac- 
cordingly; and the next morning six woodmen arrived, 
with as many carriages, each drawn by eight horses. 
T took nine of these sticks, and fixing them firmly in 
the ground in a quadrangular. figure, two feet anda 
half square, I took four other sticks, and tied them 
parallel at each corner, about two feet from the ground. 
Then I fas ened ny handkerchief to the nine sticks that 
stood er ct, and extended it on all sides, till it was 
tight av che top of a drum; while the four parallel sticks, 
rising about five inches highcr than the handkerchief, 
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served as ledges on each side. When I had finished 
my work, I desired the emperor to let a troop of his 
best horse, twenty-four in number, come and exercise 
upon this plain. His majesty approved of the pro- 
posal, and I took them up, one by one, in my hands 
ready mounted and armed, with the proper officers te 
exercise them. As svon as they got into order, they 
divided into two parties, performed mock skirmishes, 
discharged blunt arrows, drew their swords, fled and 
pursued, attacked and retired, and, in short, displayed 
the best military discipline I ever beheld. The parallel 
sticks secured them and their horses from falling over 
the stage; and the empcror was so much delighted that 
he ordered this entertainment to be repeated several 
days, and once was pleased to be lifted up, and give the 
word of command; and he persuaded even the empress 
herself to let me hold her in her close chair within two 
yards of the stage, whence she was able to take a full 
view of the whole performance. It was my good 
fortune, that no ill accident happened at these cnter- 
tainments ; only, once a ficry horse, that belonged to 
one of the captains, pawing with lis hoof, struck a hole 
in my handkerchicf, and, lis foot slipping, he over- 
threw his rider and himself; but 1 immediately relieved 
them both, and covering the hole with one hand, I set 
down the troop with the other, in the same manner as f 
teok them up. The horse that fell was strained in the 
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left shoulder, but the rider eacaped unhurt. I repaired 
my handkerchief as well as 1 could: however, £ would 
not trust to the strength of it any more, in such danger- 
ous enterprises. 

About two or three days before I was set at liberty, 
as I was entertaining the court with this kind of feat, 
there arrived an express to inform his majesty that 
some of his subjects, riding near the place where I was 
first taken up, had seen a great black substance lying on 
the ground, very oddly shaped, extending its edges 
round, as wide as his majesty’s bed-chamber, and rising 
up in the middle as high asa man; that it was no liv- 
ing creature, as they at first apprehended, for it lay on 
the grass motionless; that, by mounting upon each 
other's shoulders, they had got to the top, and found it 
flat and even, and, stamping upon it, they found that it 
was hollow within, that they humbly conceived it might 
be something belonging to the man-mountain; and if 
his majesty pleased, they would undertake to bring it 
with only five horses. JI presently knew what th 
meant, and was glad at heart to reccivethe in) 

It seems, upon my first reaching the shore 

shipwreck, I was in such confusion, that before I came 
to the place where I went to sleep, my hat, which I had 
fastened with a string to my head while I waa rowing, 
and had stuck on all the time I was swimming, fell off 
after I reached land ; the string, as I conjecture, bresking 
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wsome accident. I entreated his imperial majesty to 
brs it might be brought to me as soon as possi- 
ble, describing to him the use and the nature of it: and 
the next day the wagoners arrived with it, though notin 
a very good condition : they had bored two holes in the 
brim, within an inch and a halfof the edge, and fastened 
two hooks in the holes; these hooks were tied by na 
long cord to the harness, and thus my hat was dragged 
along for above half an English mile; but, the ground 
in that country being extremely smooth and level, it 
received less damage than I expected. 

Two days after this adventure, the emperor, having 
ordered that part of his army which quarters in and 
about his metropolis, to be in readiness, took a fancy to 
divert himself in a very singular manner. He desired I 
would stand like a colossus, with my legs as fur asunder 
as I conveniently could. He then commanded his 
general, who was an old experienced loader, and a gieat 
patron of mine, to draw up the troops in close order, 
and march them under mo; the foot by twenty-four 
abreast, and the horse by sixteen, with drums beating, 
colors flying, and pikes advanced. This body consisted 
of three thousand foot, and a thousand horse. 

Thad sent so many memorials and petitions for my 
liberty, that his majesty at length mentioned the matter, 
first in the cabinet, and then in a full council; where it 
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was opposed by none, except Skyresh Bolgolam, whif 
was pleased, without any provocation, to be my mortal 
enemy. But it was carried against him by the whole 
board, and confirmed by the emperor. That minister 
was galbet, or admiral of the realm, very much in his 
master’s confidence, and a person well versed in affairs, 
but of a morose and sour disposition. However, he was 
at length persuaded to comply: with the reservation 
that the articles and conditions upon which I should be 
set free, and g@which I must swear, should be drawn up 
by himself. articles were brought to me by Sky- 
resh Bolgo n person, attended by two under-sccre- 
taries, and several persons of distinction. After they 
had been read, I was demanded to swear to the per- 
formance of them; first, in the manner of my own 
country, and afterwards in the method prescribed by 
their laws: which was, to hold my right foot in my left 
hand, and to place the middle finger of my right hand 
on the crown of my head, and my thumb on the tip of 
my right car. But, because the reader: may be curious 
to have some idca of the style and manner of expressi 
peculiar to that people, as well as to know the groun 
upon which I recovered my liberty, I have made a 
translation of the whole instrument, word for word, 
which I here offer to the public: — 

‘Golbasto Momarem Evlame Gurdilo Shefin Mully 
Ully Gue, most mighty emperor of Lilliput, delight and 
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terror of the universe, whose dominions extend five 
thousand blustrugs [about twelve milesin circumference } 
to the extremities of the globe; monarch of all mo- 
narchs, taller than the sons of men; whose feet press 
down to the centre, and whose head strikes against 
the sun ; at whose nod the princes of the earth shake 
their knees; pleasant as the spring, comfortable as the 
summer, fruitful as autumn, dreadful as winter. Ilis 
most sublime majesty proposes to the man-mountain, 
lately arrived in our cclestial dominions, the following 
articles, which, by a solemn oath, he shall be obliged to 
perform. 

‘ist. The man-mountain shall not depart from our 
dominions, without our licence under our great seal. 

‘2nd. He shall not presume to come into our metro- 
polis, without our express order ; at which time the in- 
habitants shall have two hours’ warning to keep within 
doors. 

‘3rd. The said man-mountain shall confine his walks 
to our principal high roads, and not offer to walk or lie 
down in a meadow or field of corn. 

‘4th. As he walks the said roads, he shall take the 
utmost care not to trample upon the bodies of any of our 
loving subjects, their horses, or carriages, nor take 
any of our subjects into his hands without their own 
consent. 

‘Sth, If an express requires extraordinary despatch, 
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the man-mountain shall be obliged to carry, in hir 
pocket, the messenger and a horse a six days’ journey, 
once in every moon, and return the said messenger back, 
if so required, safe to our imperial presence. 

‘6th. He shall be our ally against our enemies in the 
island of Blefuscu,* and do his utmost to destroy 
their fleet, which is now preparing to invade us. 

‘7th. That the said man-mountain shall, at his time 
of leisure, aid and assist our workmen, in helping to 
raise certain great stones, towards covering the wall of 
the principal park, and our other royal buildings. 

‘Sth. That the said man-mountain shall in two 
moons’ time deliver an exact survey of the circum- 
ference of our dominions, by a computation of his own 
paces round the coast. 

‘Lastly, That, upon his solemn oath to observe all the 
above articles, the said man-mountain shall have a daily 
allowance of meat and drink sufficient for the support 
of 1,724 of our subjects, with free access to our royal 
person, and other marks of our favor. Given at our 
palace at Belfaborac, the twelfth day of the ninety first 
moon of our reign.’ 

I swore and subscribed to these articles with great 


* In his deseription of Iadput, the author seems to havé had 
England more immediately in view. In his description of 
Blefuscu, he seems to intend the people and kingdom of France, 
—Orrery 
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cheerfulness and content, although some of them were 
not ro honcrable as IT could have wished (to be attri- 
buted wholly to the malice of Skyresh Bolgolam the 
high-admiral). On taking the oath, my chains were 
mmediately unlocked, and I was at full liberty. The 
emperor himself; in person, did me the honor to be by 
at the whole ceremony. Imade my acknowledgements 
by prostrating myself at his majesty’s feet: but he com- 
manded me to rise: and after many gracious expressions, 
which, to avoid the censure of vanity, I shall not repeat, 
he added, ‘that he hoped I should prove a useful servant, 
and well deserve all the favors he had already con- 
ferred upon me, or might do in future.’ 

The reader may please to observe, that in the last 
article of the recovery of my liberty, the emperor sti- 
pulates to allow me a quantity of meat and drink 
sufficient for the support of 1,724 Lilliputians. Some 
time after, asking a friend at court how they came to fix 
on that particular number, he told me that his majesty’s 
mathematicians, having taken tho height of my body by 
the help of a quadrant,* and finding it to exceed theirs 
in the proportion of twelve to one, they concluded, from 
the similarity of thor bodies, that mine must contain 
at least 1,724 of theirs, and consequently would require 


* Qundrant, an instrument used for taking the sun’s 
altitude 
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as much food as was necessary to support that number 
of Lilliputians. By this the reader may conceive an 
idea of the ingenuity of the people. as weil as of the 
prudent and exact economy of so preat a prince. 


A VOTAGE TO LILLIPU7. GL 


CHAPTER IV. 


Mildendo, the Metropolis of Lilliput, Logethor with the Emperor's Palace , 
described—A Conversation between the Author and a principal Secretary, 
concerning the Affairs of that Kmpire— Tho Author offers to serve the 
Emperor in his Wars. 


Tue first request I made, after I had obtained my 
liberty, was, that I might have permission to see 
Mildendo, the metropolis; which the emperor readily 
eranted me, but with a special charge to do no harm 
either to the inhabitants or their houses. The people 
had notice, by proclamation, of my design to visit the 
town. The wall, which encompassed it, is two fect and 
a half high, and at least. eleven inches broad, so that a 
coach and horses may be driven very safely round it; 
and it is flanked with strong towers at ten feet distance. 
U stepped over the great western gate, and passed very 
gently sideways through the two principal streets only, 
in my short waistcoat, for fear of damaging the roofs 
and eaves of the houses with the skirts of my coat. 
I walked with the utmost circumspection, to avoid 
treading on any stragglers who might remain in the 
strects; although the orders were very strict, that all 
people should keep in their houses at their own peril. 
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The garret windows and tops of houses were so crowded 
with spectators, that I thought in all my travels I had 
not seen a more populous place. The city is an exact 
square, each side of the wall being five hundred feet 
long. The two great strects, which run across and 
divide it into four quarters, are five feet wide. The 
lanes and alleys, which I could not enter, but only 
viewed as I passed, are fiom twelve to eighteen inches. 
The town is capable of holding five hundred thousand 
souls: the houses are from three to five stories high; the 
shops and markets well provided.” 

The emperor’s palace is in the centre of the city, where 
the two great streets meet. It is enclosed by a wall of 
two feet high, and twenty feet distance from the build- 
ings. I had his majesty’s permission to step over this 
wall; and the space being so wide between that and the 
palace, I could easily view it on every side. The 
outward court is a square of forty feet, and includes two 
other courts: in the inmost are the royal apartments, 
which I was very desirous to see, but found it extremely 
difficult; for the great gates, from one square into 
another, were but cightcen inches high, and seven inches 
wide. Now, the buildings of the outer court were at 
Jeaat five fect high, and it was impossible for me t 
stride over them without infinite damage to the pile 
though the walls were strongly built of hewn stone, anc 
four inches thick. At the same time, the emperor hac 
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a great desire that I should sco the magnificence of his 
palace; but this Iwas not able to do till three days after, 
which I spent in cutting down with my knife some of 
the largest trees in the royal parks, about a hundred 
yards’ distance from the city. Of these trees I made 
two stools, each about three feet high, and strong enough 
to bear my weight. The people having received notice 
a second time, 1 went aguin through the city to thé palace 
with my two stools in my hands. When I came to the 
side of the outer court, I stood upon one stool, and took 
the other in my hand; this 1 lifted over the roof, and 
gently set it down on the space between the first and 
second court, which was eight feet wide. I then stepped 
over the building very conveniently from one stool 
to the other, and drew up the first after me .with a 
‘hooked stick. By this contrivance I got into the 
inmost court; aud, lying down upon my side, I applied 
my face to the windows of the middle stories, which 
were left open on purpose, and discovered the most 
splendid apartments that can be imagined. ‘There I saw 
the empress and the young princes, in their several 
apartments, with their chief attendants about them. 
Her imperial majesty was pleased to smile very gra- 
ciously upon me, and gave me out of the window her 
hand to kiss. 

One morning, about a fortnight after I had obtained 
my liberty, Reldrescl, principal secretary (as they style 
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him) for private affairs, came to my house attended only 
by one servant. IIe ortlered his coach to wait at a 
distance, and desired I would give him an hour's 
audience; which I readily consented to, on account of 
his quality and personal merits, as well as of the many 
good offices he had done me during my solicitations at 
court. I offered to lic down, that he might the more 
conveniently reach my ear; but he chose rather to let 
me hold him in my hand during our conversation. He 
began with compliments on my liberty; said ‘he might 
lay claim to some merit in it;’ but, however, added, 
‘that if it had not been for the present situation of things 
at court, perhaps I might not have obtained it so soon. 
For,’ said he, ‘however flourishing a condition we may 
appear to be in to forcigners, we labor under the fear 
of invasion by the emperor of Blefuscu. For you must 
know that a bloody war has been carried on between 
the two empires for six-and-thizty moons, with various 
success; during which time we have lost forty capital 
ships, and a much greater number of smaller vessels, 
together with thirty thousand of our best scamen and 
soldiers; and the damage received by the enemy is 
reckoned to be somewhat greater than ours. However, 
they have now equipped a numerous fleet, and are just 
preparing to make a descent upon us; and his imperial 
majesty, placing great confidence in your valor and 
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strength, has commanded me to lay this account of his 
dlairs before you.’ 

I desired the secretary to present my humble duty to 
the emperor; and to let him know, ‘that I thought it 
would not become me, wlio was a foreigner, to interfere 
with party strifes; but I was ready with the hazard of my 
life to defend his person and state against sll invaders.’ 
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CHAPTER V. 


The Author, by an cxtraordindry Stratagem, prevents an Invasion, -- A 
high Title of Tlonor 15 conferred upon Him, — Ambassadors arrive from 
the Emperor of Blefuscu, and gue for Peace, 


Tuk empire of Blefuscu is an island situated to the 
north-east of Lilliput, from which it is parted only by a 
channel of eight hundred yards wide. I had not yet 
geen it, and, upon this notice of an intended invasion, 1 
avoided appearing on that side of the coast, for fear of 
being discovered hy some of the enemy’s ships, who had 
received no intelligence of me: all intercourse between 
the two empires having been strictly forbidden during 
the war, upon pain of death, and an embargo laid by our 
emperor upon all vessels whatsoever. I communicated 
to his majesty a project I had formed of seizing the 
enemy's whole fleet; which, as our scouts assured us, 
lay at anchor in the harbour, ready to sail with the first 
fair wind. I consulted the most experienced seamen 
upon the depth of the channel, which they had often 
plumbed; and they told me, that in the middle at high- 
water it was seventy glumglugs deep, which is about 
six feet of European measure: aud the rest of it fifty 


A VOYAGE TO LiLLIPUT. 47 


glumgluffs at most. 1 walked towards the north-east 
coast, over against Blefuscu; where, lying down behind 
a hillock, I took ont my small perspective glass, and 
viewed the enemy’s {lect at anchor, consisting of about 
fifty men-of-war, and a great number of transports: I 
then came back to my house, and gave order (for which 
I had a warrant) for a great quantity of the strongest 
cable and bars of iron. The cable was about as 
thick as packthread, and the bars of the length and size 
of a knitting-needle. I trebled the cable to make it 
stronger, and for the same reason I twisted three of the 
iron bars together, bending the cxtremitics into a hook. 
Having thus fixed fifty hooks to as many cables, Iwent 
back to the north-cast coast, and putting off my coat, 
shoes, and stockings, walked, in iny Jeathern jerkin, 
into the sea, about half an hour before high water, I 
waded with what haste I could, and swam in the mid- 
dle about thirty yaeds, till I felt gronnd. IT arrived at 
the fleet in less than half an hour. The enemy was so 
frightened when they saw mo, that they leaped out of 
their ships and swam to shore, where there could not be 
fewer than thirty thousand souls: I then took my tack- 
ling, and fastening a hook to a hole at the prow of cach, 
tying all the cords together at the end. While I was 
thus employed, the enemy discharged several thousand 
arrows, many of which stuck in my hands and face; and 
which, beside paming me excessively, gave me much 
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disturbance in my work. My greatest apprehension 
was for my eyes, which I should have infallibly lost, 
if I had not suddenly thought of an expedient. I 
kept, among other little necessaries, a pair of spectacles 
in a private pocket, which, as I have observed before, 
had escaped the emperor’s searchers. These I took out, 
and fastened as strongly as I could upon my nose, and 
thus armed, went on boldly with my work, in spite of 
the enemy’s arrows, many of which struck against the 
glasses of my spectacles, but without any other effect 
further than a little to remove them. I had now fas- 
tened all the hooks, and, taking the knot in my hand, 
began to pull; but not a ship would stir, for they were 
all too fast held by their anchors, so that the boldest 
part of my enterprise remained. I therefore let go the 
cord, and leaving the hooks fixed to the ships, I reso- 
lutely cut with my knife the cables that fastened the 
anchors, receiving about two hundred arrows in my 
face and hands; then J took up the knotted end of the 
cables, to which my hooks were tied, and with great 
ease drew fifty of the enemy’s largest men of war after 
me. 

The Blefuscudians, who had not the Jeast notion of 
what I intended, were at first confounded with asto- 
nishment They had seen me cut the cables, and thought 
my design was only to let the vessels run adrift, or fall 
twul of each others but when they perceived the whole 
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fleet moving in order, and saw me pulling at the end, 
they set up such a scream of grief and despair, as it ix 
almost impossible to describe or conceive. When I had 
got out of danger, I stopped awhile to pick out the 
arrows that stuck in my hands and face; and rubbed on 
some of the same ointment that was given me on my 
first arrival, as I have formerly mentioned, I then 
took off my spectacles, and waiting about an hour, till 
the tide had a little fallen, I waded through the middle 
with my cargo, and arrived safe at the royal port of 
Lilliput. 

The emperor and his whole couit stood on the shore, 
awaiting the issue of this great adventure. They saw 
the ships move forward in a large half moon, but could 
not discern me, being up to my breast in water. 
When I advanced in the middle of the channel, they 
were yet more in pain, because I was under water to my 
neck, The Paneer concluded me to be drowned, and 
that the enemy's ficet wasfapproaching in a hostile man- 
ner; but he was scon relieved of his fears: : for the 
channel growing bhallower every step I made, I came in 
a short time within hearing, and holding up the end of 
the cable, by which the fleet was fastened, I cried, in a 
loud voice, ‘Long live the ‘most puissant king of Lil- 
liput!’ This great prince received me at my landing 
with all possible encomiums, and created me a nardac 
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upon the spot, which is the highest title of honor 
among them. 

Tis majesty desired I would take some other oppor- 
tunity of bringing all the rest of his enemy’s ships into 
his ports. And so immeasurable is the ambition of 
princes, that he seemed to think of nothing less than 
reducing the whole empire of Blefuscu into a province, 
and governing it by a viceroy ; of destroying the Big- 
endian exiles, by which he would remain the sole 
monarch of the whole world. But I endeavoured to 
divert him from this design, by many arguments drawn 
from the topics of policy as wellas justice ; and I plainly 
protested, ‘that I would never be instrumental in 
bringing a free and brave people into slavery,’ and, 
when the matter was debated in council, the wisest part 
of the ministry were of my opinion. ‘ 

This open, bold declaration of mine, was so opposite 
to the schemes and politics of his imperial majesty, that 
he could never forgive me. Ie mentioned it in a very 
artful manner at council, where I was told that some of 
the wisest appeared, at Jeast by their silence, to be of 
my opinion ; but others, who were my seeret enemics, 
could not forbear some expressions which by a side 
wind reflected on me. From this time began an in- 
trigue between his majesty, and a junto of ministers, 
maliciously bent against me, which broke out in less 
than two months, and nearly ended in my utter de- 
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struction. Of so little weight are the greatest services 
to princes, when put into the balance with a refusal 
to gratify their passions. 97 (-V 

About three weeks ae this exploit, there arrived a 
solemn emhassy, from DBlefuscu, with humble offers of a 
peace; which was soon concluded, upon conditions very 
advantageous to our emperor, wherewith I shall not 
trouble the reader. There were six ambassadors, with 
a train of about five hundred persons: and their entry 
was very magnificent, suitable to the grandeur of their 
master, and the importance of their business. When 
their treaty was finished, wherein I did them several 
good offices by the eredit I now had, or at least ap- 
peared to have, at court, thcir excellencies, who were. 
privately told how much I had been their friend, mado 
me a visit in form. They began with many compli- 
ments upon my valor and gencrosity, invited me to tha 
kingdom in the empcror thcir master’s name, and de- 
sired me to show them some proofs of my prodigious 
strength, of which they had heard so many wonders ; 
wherein I readily obliged them, but shall not trouble 
the reader with the particulars. oe 

When I had for some time entertained their excel- 
lencies, to their infinite satisfaction and surprise, I de- 
sired they would do me the honor to present my most 
humble respects to the emperor their master, the re- 
nown of whose virtues had so justly filled the whole 
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world with admiration, and whose royal person I re- 
solved to attend, before I returned to my own country. 
Accordingly, the next time I had the honor to see our 
emperor, I desired his gencral liberty to wait on the 
Blefuscudian monaich, which he was pleased to grant 
me, as I could perceive, in a very cold manner, but 
could not guess the reason, till I had a whisper from a 
certain person, ‘that Flimnap and Bolgolam had repre- 
sented my intercourse with those ambassadors as a 
mark of disaffection;’ from which I am sure my heart 
was wholly free And this was the first time I began to 
conccive some imperfect idea of courts and ministers. 

It 1s to be observed, that these ambassadors spoke 
to me by an interpreter, the languages of both empires 
differing as much from each other as any two in Europe, 
and each nation priding itself upon the antiquity, beauty, 
and energy of their own tongue, with an avowed con- 
tempt of that of their neighbour: yet our emperor, 
standing upon the advantage he had got by the seizure 
of their fleet, obliged them to deliver their credentials, 
and make their speech in the Lilliputian tonguc. And 
it must be confessed, that from the great intercourse of 
trade and commerce between both realms, and from the 
custom, in each empire, of sending their young nobility 
aud richer entry to the other, in order to polish them- 
selves by seeing the world and understanding men and 
maunere, there are few persons of distinctioa, or mer-~ 
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chants, or seamen, who dwell in the maritime parts, but 
what can hold conversation in both tongues, This I 
found some weeks after, when I went to pay my respects 
to the emperor of Blefuscu, which, in the midst of great 
misfortunes through the malice of my enemies, proved 
a very happy adventure to me, asI shall relate in its 
proper place. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


fF the Inhabitants of Talliput ; their Learning, Laws, and Customs; the 
Manner of Educating thcir Children -- The Author’s Way of Living in that 
Country, 


AttTHoucH J intend to Iecave the description of this 
empire to a particular treatise, yet, in the mean time, I 
am content to gratify the curious reader with some 
general ideas, As the common size of the natives is 
somewhat under six inches high, so there is an exact 
proportion in all other animals, as well as plants and 
trees: for instance, the tallest horses and oxen are be-~ 
tween four and five inches in height, the sheep an inch 
and a half, more or less; their geese about the bigness 
of a sparrow, and so the several gradations downwards, 
till you come to the smallest, which, to my sight, were 
almost invisible: but nature has adapted the eyes of 
the Lilliputians to all objects proper for their view : they 
see with great exactness, but at no great distance. And, 
to show the sharpness of their sight towards objects 
that are near, I have been much pleased with observing ' 
a cook pulling a lark, which wag not so large as a 
common fly; and a young girl threading an invisible, 
needle with invisible silk. Their tallest trees are about 
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seven feet high; I mean, some of those in the great 
royal park, the tops I could just reach with my fist 
clenched. The other vegetubles are in the same pro- 
portion ; but this I leave to the reader's imagination.__ 

I shall say but little at present of their learning, 
which, for many ages, has flourished in all its branches 
among them; but their manner of writing is very 
peculiar, being neither from the left to the right, like 
the Europeans; nor from the right to the left, like the 
Arabians; nor from up to down, hke the Chinese; but 
aslant, from one corner of the paper to the other, like 
that of ladies in England fw. 

There are some laws and customs in this empire very 
peculiar; and, if they were not so directly contrary to 
those of my own dear country, I should be tempted to 
say a httle in their justification. 

They look upcn fiaud as a greater crime than theft, 
and therefore seldom fail to punish it with death ; for 
they allege, that care and vigilance, with a very common 
understanding, may preserve a man’s goods from thieves, 
but honesty has no fence against superior cunning ; and 
since it is necessary that there should bea perpetual in- 
tercourse of buying and selling, and dealing upon credit ; 
where fraud is permitted and connived at, or has no 
Jawto punigh it, the honest dealer is always undone, 
and the sank Loa the advantage. JI remember, when 


I was once interceding with the king for a eriminal who 
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had wronged his master of a great sum of money, which 
he had received by order, and ran away with; and 
happening to tell his majesty, by way of extenuation, 
that it was only a breach of trust, the emperor thought 
it monstrous in me to offer as a defence-the greatest 
ageravation of the crime. And truly, I had little tosay 
in return, further than the common answer, that differ- 
ent nations had different customs; for, I confess, I was 
heartily ashamed.* 

Although we usually call reward and punishment 
the two hinges upon which all government turns, yet I 
could never observe this maxim to be put in practice 
by any nation, except that of Lilliput. Whoever can 
there bring sufficient proof, that he has strictly observed 
the laws of his country for seventy-three moons, has a 
claim to certain privileges, according to his quality or 
condition of life, with a proportionable sum of money out 
of afund appropriated for that use: he likewise acquires 
the title of sni/pall, or legal, which is added to his name, 
but which does not descend to his posterity. And these 
people thought it a prodigious defect of policy among 
us, when I told them that our laws were enforced only 
by penalties, without any mention of reward. It ia 
upon this accov@® that the image of Justice, in their 


* An act of parliament has now been passed in this country, 
by which gome breaches of trust are regarded more seriously 
than fo y: 
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courts of law, is formed with six eyes, two betore, ua 
many behind, and on each side one, to signify circu 
spection; with a bag of gold open in her right ham., 
and a sword sheathed in her left, to show she is more 
disposed to reward than to punish. 

In choosing persons for all employments, they have 
more regard to good morals than to great abilities ; for, 
since government is necessary to mankind, they believe 
that the common size of human understanding is fitted 
to some station or other; and that Providence never 
intended to make the management of public affuirs a 
mystery to be comprehended only by a few persons of 
sublime genius, of which there are seldom three born in 
an age: but they suppose truth, justice, temperance, 
and the like, to be in every man’s power; the practice 
of which virtues, assisted by expericnce and a good 
intention, would qualify any man for the service of his 
country, except where a course of study is required. 
But they thought the want of moral virtues was so far 
from being supplied by superior endowments of the 
mind, that employments could never be put into such 
dangerous hands as those of persons so qualified; and at 
least, that the mistakes committed by ignorance, in a 
virtuous disposition, would never be of such fatal con- 
sequence to the public weal, as the practices of a man 
whose inclinations led him to be corrupt. aad who had 
great abilities to manage, to multiply, and defend his 
corruptions. 
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In relating these and the following laws, I. would 
only be understood to mean the original institutions, 
and not the most scandalous corruptions, into which 
these people have fallen by the degenerate nature of 
man. For, as to that infumous practice of acquiring 
great employments by dancing on the ropes, or badges of 
favor and distinction, by lcaping over sticks and creep- 
ing under them, the reader is to observe that they were 
first introduced by the grandfather of the emperor now 
reigning, and grew to the present height by the gradual 
increase of party and faction. 

Ingratitude is among them a capital crime, for they 
reason thus; that whoever makes evil returns to his 
benefactor, must necds be a common enemy to the rest 
of mankind, from whom he has received no obligation, 
and therefore such a man is not fit to live. 

Their notions relating to the duties of parents and 
children differ extremely from ours. 

; Their opinion,is ghat parents are the last of all others 
> be trusted with the education of their own children; 
and therefore they have in every town public nurseries, 
where all parents, except cottagers and laborers, are 
obliged to send their infants of both sexes to be reared 
and educated, when they come to the age of twenty 
moons, at which time they are supposed to have some 
rudiments of docility. These schools are of several 
kinds, suited to different ranks, and both sexes. They 
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strong cord extended, that cach held by the end, while 
a third measured the length of the cord with the rule 
of an inchlong. Then they measured my right thumb, 
and desired no more; for by a mathematical computa- 
tion, that twice round the thumb is once round the 
wrist, and so on to the neck and the waist, and by the 
help of my old shirt, which J displayed on the ground 
before them for a pattern, tney fitted me exactly, 
Three hundred tailors were employed in the same 
manner to make me clothes; but they had another 
contrivance for taking my measure. I kneeled down, 
and they raised a ladder from the ground to my neck; 
upon this ladder one of them mounted, and let fall a 
plumb-line from my collar to the floor, which just 
answered the length of my coat; but my waist and arms 
I measured myself. When my clothes were finished, 
which was done in my house (for the largest of theirs 
would not Lave been able to hold them), they looked 
like the patchwork made by the ladies in England, only 
that mine were all of a color. 

I had three hundred cooks to dress my victuals, in 
little convenient huts built about my house, where they 
and their families lived, and prepared me two dishes a 
piece. I took up twenty waiters in my hand, and placed 
them on the table; a hundred more attended below cou 
the ground, some with dishes of meat and some with 
barrels of wine and other liquors slung on their shoul- 
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ders, all which the waiters above drew up, as I wanted. 
in a very ingenious manner, by certain cords, as we draw 
the bucket up a well in Eurupe. <A dish of their meat 

as a good monthful, and a barrel of their Jiquor e@ 
reasonable draught. Their muttun yields to ours, but 
their beef is excellent. I have had a sirloin so large, 
that I have been forced to make three bits of it; but 
this is rare. My servants were astonished to see me cat 
it, bones and all, as in our country we do the leg of a 
lark. Their geese and turkeys I usually ate at a 
mouthful, and I confess they are far superior to ours. 
Of their smaller fowl I could take up twenty or thirty 
at the end of my fork. 

One day his imperial majesty, being informed of my 
way of living, desired ‘ that himself and his royal con- 
sort, with the young princes of the blood of both sexes, 
might have the happiness,’ a3 he was pleased to call it, 
‘of dining with me.’ They came accordingly, and I 
placed them in chairs of state, upon my table, just over 
against me, with their guards about them. Flimnap, 
the lord high treasurer, attended there likewise with his 
white staff; and I observed he often looked on me with 
& sour countenance, which J appeared to take no notice 
of, but ate more than usual, in honor of my dear country, 
aa well as to fill the court with admiration. I have 
some private reagans to believe, that this visit from hia 
najesty gave Flimnap an opportunity of doing me il] 
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cffices to his master. That minister had always been 
my secret enemy, though he outwardly caressed me 
more than was usual, considciing the moroseness of his 
nature. Ife 1epresented to the emperor ‘the low condition 
of his treasury; that he was forecd to take up money at 
a great discount; that excheyuer billy would not circu- 
late under nine per cent. below par; that I had cost his 
majesty above a iillion and a half of sprugs (their 
preatest gold coin, about the size of a spangle); and, 
upon the whole, that it would be advisable in the 
emperor to take the first fair occasion of dismissing me. 

Evory day I received similar visits of respect: from 
different members of the nobility. On those occasions, 
when a servant had given me notice, my custom wag 
to go immediatcly to the door; and, after paying my 
respects, to take up the coach and two horses very care- 
fully in my hands (for, 1f there were six horses, the 
postillion always unharnessed four), I then placed 
them on a table, where I had fixed a movable rim quite 
round, of five inches high, to prevent accidents; and 
T have often had four coaches and horses at once on my 
table, full of company, while I sat in my chair, leaning 
iny face towards them. When I was engaged with one 
set, the coachman would gently drive the others round 
my table, I have passed many an afternoon very agroe- 
ably in these conversations. : 
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CHAPTER VIL 


b 


The Author being Juformed of a Design to accuse him of THgh Treason, 
mikes lus Escape to Diefuscu — His Reception there, 


Brrore I proceed to give an account of my leaving 

(this kingdom, it may be proper to inform the reader of 
a private intrigue, which had been for two months 
forming against me. 

T had been hitherto, all my life, a stranger to comte, 
for which I was unqualified by my low rank and birth. 
I lad indeed heard and icad cnongh of the dispositions 
of great princes and ministers, but never expected to 
have found such terrible effects of them in so remote 
a country, governed, as I thought, by very difftrent 
maxims from those in Europe. 

When I was just prepuing to pay my respects to 
the emperor of Blcfuseu, a considerable person at court 
(to whom I had been very serviceable, at a time when 
he lay under the highest displeasure of his imperial 
majesty), came to my house very privatcly at night, in 
a close chair, and, without sending in his name, desited 
admittance. The chairnien were dismissed; I put the 

ir, with his lordship in it, into my coat pocket ; 
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and, giving orders to a trusty servant, to say [ was in- 
disposed and had gone to sleep, I fastened the door of 
my house, placed the chair on the table, according to 
my usual custom, aud sat down by it. After the com- 
mon salutations were ovor, observing his lordship’s 
countenance full of concern, and inquiring into the 
reason, he desired ‘I would hear him with patience, in 
a matter that highly concerned my honor and my life.’ 
His speech was to the following effect, for I took notes 
of it as soon as he Jett me:— 

‘You are to know,’ said he, ‘that several committees 
of council have been lately called, in the most private 
manner, on your account: and it is but two days since 
his majesty came to a full resolution. 

‘You are very sensible that Skyresh Rolgolam (galbet, 
or high-admiral) has been your mortal enemy, almost 
ever since your arrival. Jlis original reasons I know 
not; but his hatred is increased since your preat success 
against Blefuscu, by which his glory as admiral is much 
obscured. This lord, in conjunction with Flimnap, the 
high-tieasurer, whose enmity against you is notorious, 
Limtoc the general, Lalcon the chamberlain, and Bal- 
muff the grand justiciary, have prepared articles of im- 
peachment against you, for treason and other carital 
ciimes,’ 

This preface made me so impatient, being conscious 

my own merits and innocence, that I was going to 


A VOYAGE TO LILLIPUY, 65 


interrupt him; when he entreated me to be silent, aud 
thus proceeded :— 

‘Out of gratitude for the favors you have done me, 
I procured information of the whole proceedings, and a 
copy of the articles; aud in doing this I ventured my 
head for your service. 


“ ARTICLES OF IMPEACHMENT AGAINST QUINBUS FLESTRIN, 
THE MAN-MOUNSAIN. 


“ Articir I. 


“That the said Quinbus Flestrin, having brought the 
imperial fleet of Blefuscu into the royal port, and being 
afterwards commanded by his imperial majesty to scize 
all the other ships of the said empire of Blefuscu, and 
reduce that empire to a province, to be governed by a 
viceroy from here; he, the said Flestiin, like a false 
traitor against his most auspicious, serene, lnperial 
majesty, did petition to be excused from the said ser- 
vice, upon pretence of unwillingness to destroy the 
liberties and lives uf an innocent people. 


« Articie If, 


“ That, whereas certain ambassadors arrived from the 
court of Blefuscu, to sue for peace in his majesty’s 
sourt: he the said Flestrin, did, like a false traitor 
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aid, abet, comfort, and divert the said ambassadors, 
although he knew them to be servants to a prince who 
was lately an open cnemy to his imperial majesty, and 
in an open war agaiust his said majesty 


“ ArticLE ITI, 


“That the said Quinbus Flestrin, contrary to the 
duty of a faithful subject, is now preparing to make a 
voyage to the court and empire of Blefuscu, for which 
hie has received only verbal hcense from his imperial 
inajesty, and, under color of the said license, does 
falsely and traito.ourly micnd to take the said voyage, 
and thereby to aid, comfort, and ahet the emperor of 
Blefuscu, so Jaicly an enemy, and in open war with 
his imperial majesty aforesaid,” 

‘There are some other articles,’ continued my noble 
friend; ‘ but these aie the niost unpertant. 

‘In the several debates upon this impeachment, it 
must be confessed that his majesty gave many marks of 
his great lemity; often urging the services you had donc 
him, and endeavourmg to exteuuate your crimes. The 
treasurcr and admiral insisted that you should be put to 
the most painful and ignominious death, by setting fire 
to your Louse at night; and the gencral was te attend 
with twenty thousand men, armed with poisoned arrows, 
to shoot you ca the face and hands. Some of yout 
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wervants were to have private orders to strew a poison- 
ous juice on your shits and sheets, which would soon 
‘make you tear your own flesh, and die in the utmost 
‘torture. The general was of the same opinion; so 
that for a long time there was a majority against you; 
but his majesty resolving, if possible, to spare jour life, 
at last brought off the chamberlain. 

‘Upon this incident, Reldicsal, principal secretary 
for private affairs, who always approved himself your 
true friend, was commanded by the emperor to deliver 
his opinion, which he accordingly did; and therein jus- 
tified the good thoughts you have of him. IIo allowed 
your crimes to be great, but that still there was room 
for mercy, the most commendable viitue in a prinoe, 
and fur which his majesty was so justly celebrated. He 
suid, the friendship between you and him was so well 
known to the world, that perhaps the most honorable 
board might think him partial; however, in obedience 
to the command he had received, he would frecly offer 
his sentiments. That if his majesty, in consideration 
of your services, and pursuant to his own merciful 
disposition, would please to spare your life, and only 
give orders to pat out both your cyes, he humbly 
eoncvived that by this expedient justice might in some 
theasure be satisfied, and all the wold would applaud 
the lenity of the emperor, as well as the fair and gene- 
Yous proceedings: of those who have the honor fo be his 
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counsellors. That the loss of your eyes would be no 
impediment to your bodily strength, by which you 
might still be useful to his majesty: that blindness is 
an addition to courage, by concealing dangers from us: 
that the fear you had for your eyes, was the greatest 
difficulty in bringing over the enemy’s fleet; and it 
would be sufficient for you to see by the eyes of the 
ministcrs, since the greatest princes do no more. 

‘This proposal was reccived with the utmost disap- 
probation by the whole board. Bolgolam, the admiral, 
could not preserve lis temper; but, 1ising up in a fury, 
said, he wondered ltow the secretary durst presume to 
give his opinion for preserving the life of a traitor: that 
the services you had performed were, by all true reasons 
of state, the great aggravation of your crimes; that the 
same strength, which enabled you to bring over the 
enemy’s fleet, might serve, upon the first discontent, to 
earry it back: and as treason begins in the heart before 
it appears in overt acts, so he accused you as a traitor 
on that acconut, and therefore insisted you should be 
put to death. 

‘The treasurer was of the same opinion: he showed 
to what straits is majesty’s revenue was reduced by 
the charge of maintaining you, which would soon grow 
insupportable: that the secretary’s expodient of putting 
ont your eyes, was so far from being a remedy against 
this evil, that it would probaby increase it, as is mani- 
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fest from the comnion practice of blinding some kind of 
fowls, after which they fed the faster and grew sooner 
fat; that his sacred majesty and the council, who are 
your judges, were, in their own consciences, fully con- 
vinced of your guilt, which was a sufficient argument 
to condemn you to death, without the formal proofs 
required by the strict letter of the law. 

‘But his imperial majesty, fully determined against 
capital punishment, was graciously pleased to say, that 
since the council thought the loss of your eyes too easy a 
censure, some other way may be inflicted hereafter. And 
your friend the secretary, humbly desiring to be heard 
again, In answer to what the treasurer had objected, 
concerning the great charge his majesty was at in main- 
taining you, said, that his excellency, who had the sole 
disposal of the emperor’s revenue, might easily provide 
against that evil, by gradually lessening your establish- 
ment; by which, for want of sufficient food, you will 
grow weak and faint, and lose your appetite, and waste 
away in a few months; neither would the stench of 
your carcass be then so dangerous, when it should 
become more than half diminished; and immediately 
upon your death five or six thousand of his majesty’s 
subjects might, in two or three days, cut your flesh from 
your bones, take it away by cart-loads, and bury it in 
distant parts, to prevent infection, leaving the skeleton 
ag a monument of admiration to posterity. 
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‘Thus, by the great friendship of the secretary, the 
whole affair was compromised, It was strictly enjoined, 
that the project of staiving you by degrees should be 
kept a seerct; but the sentence of putting out your 
eyes was entered on the books; none dissenting, except 
Bolgolam the admiral, who, unable to forgive you the 
capture of the encemy’s fleet, insisted upon nothing short 
of your death. 

‘In three days your friend the secretary will be 
directed to come to your house, and read before you the 
articles of impeachment, and then to signify the great 
lenity and favor of his majesty and council, whereby 
you are only condemned to the loss of your eyes, which 
his majesty does not question you will gratefully and 
humbly submit to. Twenty of his majesty’s surgeons 
will attend, in order to sec the operation wel} performed, 
by discharging very sharp-pointed arrows into the balls 
of your cyes as you lie on the ground. 

‘I leave to your prudence what measures you will 
take; and, toavoid suspicion, I must immediately return 
in as private a manner as 1 came.’ 

His lordship did so; and 1 remained alone, under 
many doubts perplexities of mind. 

It was a custom introduced by this prince and his 
ministry (very different, as I have been assured, from 
the practice of former times), that after the court had 
decreed any cruel execution, either to gratify the 

wh 
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Jmonarch’s resentment or the malice of a favorite, the 
‘emperor always made a specch to his whole council, 
uxpressing his great lenity and tenderness, as qualities 
known and confessed by all the world. This speech 
was immediately published throughout the kingdom, 
nor did anything terrify the people so much as those 
encomiums on his majesty’s mercy; because 1t was 
observed, that the more these praises were enlarged and 
insisted on, the more inhuman was the punishment, and 
the sufferer more innocent. Yet, ay to myself, I must 
confess, having never been designed for a courtier, 
either by my birth or education, I was so ill a judge of 
things, that I could notediscover the lenity and favor of 
this sentence, but conceived it, perhaps erroneously, 
rather to be rigorous than gentle. I sometimes thoughs 
of atanding my trial; for, although I could not deny the 
facts alleged in the several articles, yet I hoped they 
would admit of some extenuation. But having in my 
life perused many state-trials, which I ever observed to 
terminate as the judges thought fit to dizect, I durst not 
rely on 80 dangerous a decision, in so critical a junc- 
ture, and against such powerful enemies. Once, I was 
strongly bent upon resistance: for, while I had liberty, 
the whole strength of that empire could hardly subdue 
me, and I might easily with stones pelt the metropolis 
to pieces; but I s00n rejected that project with horror, 
on remembering the oath I had made to the emperor, 
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the favors I received from him, and the high title of 
nardac he had conferred upon me. Neither had I 
so soon Jearned the gratitude of courtiers to persuade 
myself that his majesty’s present severities acquitted me 
vf all past obligations. 

At last, I fixed upon a resolution, for which it is 
probable I may incur some censure, and not unjustly; 
for I confess I owe the preserving of my eyes, and 
consequently my liberty, to my own great rashness and 
want of expericnce; because, if I had then known the 
nature of princes and ministers, which I have since 
obserygd in many other courts, and their methods of 
treating criminals less obnoxioug than myself, I should, 
with treat alacrity and readiness, have submitted to so 
easy a punishment. But hurried on by the precipitancy 
of youth, and laving his imperial majesty’s licence to 
pay my attendance to the emperor of Blefuscu, I took 
this opportunity, before the three days elapsed, to send 
a letter to my friend the secretary, signifying my reso- 
lution of setting out that morning for Blefuscu, pursuant 
to the leave I had got; and, without waiting for an 
answer, I went to that side of the island where our fleet 
lay. I seized a large man of war, tied a cablo to the 
prow, and, lifting up the anchors, I stripped myself, put 
my clothes (together with my coverlet, which I carried 
under my arm) into the vessel, and, drawing it after me, 
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between wading and swimming, arrived at the royal 
port of Blefuscu, where the people had long expected 
me: they lent me two guides to direct me to the capital 
city, which is of the same name. I held them in my 
hands, till I came within two hundred yards of the gate, 
and desired them ‘to signify my arrival to one of the 
secretaries, and let him know I there waited his majesty’s 
command.’ I had an answer in about an hour, ‘that 
his majesty, attended by the royal family, and great 
officers of the court, was coming out to reccive me.’ I 
advanced a hundred yards. The emperor and his train 
alighted from their horses, the empress and ladies from 
their coaches, and I did not perceive they were in any 
fright or concern. I lay on the ground to kiss his 
majesty’s and empress’shands. I told his majesty, ‘that 
I had come according to my promise, and with the 
uicence of the empcror my mastcr, to have the honor 
of seeing so mighty a monarch, and to offer him any 
service in my power, consistent with my duty to my 
own prince;’ not mentioning a word of my disgrace, 
because I had hitherto no regular infomnation of it, 
neither could I reasonably conceive that the emperor 
of Lilliput would betray the secret, while I was out of 
his power; wherein, however, it soon appeared I was 
deceived. 

IT shal] not trouble the reader with the particular 
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account of my reception at this court, which was 

suitable to the generosity of so great a prince; nor of 

the difficulties I was nm for want of a house and bed, 

being forced to he on the ground, wiapped up in my 
fer. 


, 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


Lnd Author, by a lucky Accident finds means to leave Blefuecu, and, af. 
some Difficulties, returns safe to his native Conntry. 


Taree days after my arrival, walking out of curiosity 
to the north-east coast of the island, I observed, about 
half a league off in the sca, somewhat that louked like a 
boat overturned. I pulled off my shoes and stockings, 
and, wading two or three hundzed yards, I found the 
object to approach nearer by force of the tide, and then 
plainly saw it to bea real boat, which I supposed might 
by some tempest have been driven fiom a ship; where- 
upon I returned immediately towards the city, and 
desired his imperial majesty to lend me twenty of the 
tallest vessels he had left, after the lows of his fleet, and 
three thousand seainen, under the command of his vice- 
admiral. This fleet sailed round, wlule I went back 
the shortest way to the coast, where I first discovered 
the boat. I found the tide had driven it still nearer. 
The seamen were all provided with cordage, which I had 
beforehand twisted to a sufficient strength. When the 
ships came up, I stripped myself, and waded till I came 
within a hundred yards of the boat, after which I was 
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forced to swim till I got up to it. The seamen threw 
me the end of the cord, which 1 fastened to a hole in 
the fore part of the boat, and the other end toa man-of. 
war; but I found all my labor to little purpose: for, 
being out of my depth, 1 was not able to work. In this 
necessity I was forced to swim behind, and push the 
boat forward, so often as I could with one of my hands ; 
aud the tide favoring me, I advanced so far that I 
could just hold up my chin and feel the ground. J] 
rested two or three minutes, and then gave the boat 
another shove, and so on, till the sea was no higher 
than my arm-pits; and now the most laborious part 
being over, I took out my other cables, which were 
stowed in of of the ships, and fastened them first 
to the boat, and then to nine of the vessels which at- 
tended me; the wind being favorable, the seamen 
towed, and I shoved, until we arrived within forty 
yards of the shore, and waiting till the tide was out, 
I got dry to the boat, and by the assistance of two thou- 
sand men, with ropes and engines, J] made shift to turn 
it on its bottom, and found it was but httle damaged. 

I shall not trouble the reader with the difficulties J 
was under, by the help of certain paddles, which cost me 
ten days to make, in getting my boat to the royal port 
of Blefuscu, where a mighty concourse of people ap- 
peared upon my arrival, full of wonder at the sight of 
60 prodigious # vesscl. I told the emperor ‘ that my 
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good fortune had thrown this boat in my way, to carry 
me to some place whence I might return to my native 
country; and begged his majesty’s orders for getting 
materials to fit it up: together with his license to de- 
part; ’ which, after some kind expostulations, he was 
pleased to grant. 

All this time I very much wondered at not having 
heard of any express relating to me from our emperor 
to the court of Blefuscu. But I war afterwards given 
privately to understand, that his imperial majesty, 
never imagining [ had the least notice of his designs, 
believed I had only gone to Blefuscu, in performance of 
my promise, according to the license he had given me, 
which was well known at our court, and would return 
in a few days, when the ceremony was ended. But he 
was at last in pain at my long absence; and after 
consulting with the treasurer and the rest of that cabal, 
a person of quality was despatched with a copy of the 
articles against me. This envoy had instructions to re- 
present to the monarch of Blefusen, ‘ the great lenity 
of his master, who was content to punish me no further 
than with the loss of mine eyes; that I had fled from 
justice; and if I did not return in two hours, I should 
be deprived of my title of nardae, and dedlared a 
traitor, The envoy further added, ‘that in order to 
maintain the peace and amity between both empires, 
his master expected that his brother of Blefuser? would 
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give orders to have me sent bach to Lilliput, botind 
hand and foot, to be punished ag a traitor.’ 

The emperor of Blefuscu, having taken three days to 
consult, returned an answer consisting of many civilities 
and excuses. IIc said, ‘that, as for sending me bound, 
his brother knew it was impossuble; that although I had 
deprived lim of Ins fleet, yet he owed great obligations 
to me for many good offices I had done him in making 
the peace ‘That, however, both their majesties would 
soon be made easy; for I liad found a prodigious vessel 
on the shore, able to carzy me on the sea, which he had 
yiven oiders to fit up, with my own assistance and 
direction ; and he hoped in a few weeks, both empires 
would be freed froin so insupportable an incumbranee.* 

With this answer the envoy returned to Lilliptt, and 
the monarch of Blefuscu related to me all that had 
passed ; offc1ing me at the same t me (but under the. 
strictest confidence) his gracious protection, if I would 
continue in his service; wherein, althongh I believed 
him sincere, yet I resolved never more to put any con 
fidence in princes or ministers, where I could possibly 
avoid it 3 and therefore, with all due acknowledgments 
for his favorable intentions, I humbly begged to be 
excused. I told him, that ‘ since fortune, whether 
or evil, had thrown a vessel in my way, I was resolved 
to venture myself on the ogean, rather than be an octa- 
siop of difference between two sneh mighty monarchs,” 
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At this ‘IT did not find the emperor at all displeased ; 
pnd I discovered, by a certain accident, that he was 
very glad of my resolution, and so were most of 
his ministers. 

Those considerations moved me to hasten my de- 
parture somewhat sooner than I intended; to which 
the court, impatient to have me gone, very readily con- 
tributed. Five hundred workmen were employed to 
take two sails to my boat accoiding to my directions, 
by quilting thirteen folds of thtir strongest linen 
together. I was at the pains of making ropes and 
cables, by twisting ten, twenty, or thirty, of the thickest 
and strongest of theirs. A great stone that I happened 
to find, after a long search, by the sea-shore, served me 
foran anchor. I had the tallow of three hundred cows, 
for greasing my boat, and other uses. I was at incre- 
dible pains in cutting down some of the largest timber 
trees for oars and masts, wherein [ was, however, much 
assisted by his majesty’s ship-cat penters, who helped me 
in smoothing them, after] had done the rough work. 

In about a mouth, when all was prepared, I sent te 
receive his majesty’s commands, and to take my leave 
The emperor and royal fumily came out of the palace 
i lay down on my face to kiss his hand, which he very 
graciously gave me; so did the empress and young 
princes of the blood. His majesty presented me with 
fifty purses of two hundred sprugs each, together with 
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his picture at full length, which I put immediately into 
one of my gloves to keep it from being damaged. The 
ceremonies at my departure were too many to trouble 
the reader with at this time. 

I gtored the boat with the carcasses of a hundred 
oxen amd three hundred sheep, with bread and drink 
proportionable, and as much meat ready-dressed as four 
hundred cooks could provide. I took with me six 
cows and two bulls alive, with as many ewes and rama, 
intending to carry them into my own country and pro- 
pagate the breed; and to feed them on board, I had a 
good bundle of hay and a bag of corn. I would gladly 
have taken a dozen of the natives, but this was a thing 
the emperor would by no means permit: and besides 
making a diligent search in my pockets, his majesty 
engaged my honor ‘not to carry away any of his sub- 
jects, even with their own consent and desire.’ 

Having thus prepared all things as well as I was able, 
I set sail on September 24,1701, at six in the morning ; 
and when I had gone about four leagues to the north- 
ward, the wind being at south-east, at six in the even- 
ing, I descried a small island, about halfa league to the 
north-west. I advanced forward, and cast anchor on 
the lee-side of the island, which seemed to be unin- 
habited. I then took some refreshment, and went to 
rest. I slept well, and as I conjecture at least six hours, 
for the day broke two hours after Tawaked. It was 
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clear night. I ate my breakfast before the sum was up; 
and heaving anchor, the wind being favorable, I steered 
the same course that I had done the day before, where- 
in I was directed by my pocket compass. My intention 
was to reach, if possible, one of those islands which I 
had reason to believe lay to the north-east of Van 
Diemen’s Land. T discovered nothing all that day; 
but (pon the next, about three in the afternoon, when I 
had by my computation made twenty-four leagues from 
Blefuscu, I descried a sail steering to the south-east : 
my course was due cast. I hailed her but could get no 
answer; yet I found I gained upon her, for the wind 
slackened. I made all the sail I could, and in half an 
hour she spied me, then hung out her ensign and dis- 
charged a gun. It is not easy to express the joy I was 
in, upon the unexpected hope of once more secing my 
beloved country, and the dear pledges I had left in it. 
The ship slackened her sails, and I came up with her 
between five and six in the evening, September 26; 
and my heart leaped within me to see her English 
colors. I put my cows and sheep into my coat pockct, 
and got on board with all my little cargo of provisions, 
The vessel wasan English merchantman, returning from 
Japan by the North and South seas; the captain, Mr. 
John Biddle of Deptford, a very civil man and an ex- 
cellent sailor, We were now in the latitude of 30 


82 GULLIVER'S TRAVELS: 


degrees south; there were about fifty men in the ship; 
and here I met an old comrade of mine, one Peter 
Willams, who gave me a good character to the captain, 
This gcntleman ticated me with kindness, and desired 
I would tet him know what place I came from last, and 
whither I was bound; which I did in a few words, but 
hie thought I was raving, and that the dangers I had 
undergone had disttabcd my head: whereupon I tock 
ny bla ck cattle and sheep out of my pocket, which, 
nn ray astonishment, clearly convinced him of my 
Preracit##™ B then showed him the gold given me by 
the emperor of Blefuscu, together with his majesty’s 
picture at full length, and some other raritics of that 
country. Tgave him two puiscs of two hundred sprugs 
each, and ne ee when we arrived in England, tomake 
him a present of a cow and a sheep. Pi 
{ shall not trouble the 1eader with a partic Ee 
of this voyage, which was vary prosperous for the most 
part. We arrived in the Downs on Ajnil 18, 1702. 
I had only one misfortune—that the rats on board 
carried away one of my sheep: I found her banes in a 
hole, picked clean froma the flesh. T]g@ 
I got safe ashore, and set them 
green at Greenwich, where the Paaeof the grass made 
them feed very heartily, though I MMU always feared the 
contrary ; neither could T have possibly preserved thein 
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in so long, a voyage, if the captain had not allowed me some 
yfhis best biscuit, which, rubbed to powder, and mingled 
with watér, was their constant food. ‘he short time I 
continued in England, I made a considerable profit by 
showing my cattle to many persons of quality and others: 
and before I had begun my second voyage I sold them 
for 6002. Since my last return IJ find the broéd is con- 
siderably increased, especially the sheep, which I hope 
y ill prove advantageous to the woollen manufacture, on 
account of the fineness of the fleeces, 

I stayed but two months with my wife and family, 
for my insatiable desire of sec ing foreign countries would 
suffer mo to continue no longer. I left 1,5002. with 
my wife, and fixed her in a good house at Redriff. 
My remaining stock I carricd with me, part in money 
and part in goods, in hopes to improve my fortunes, 
My eldest uncle, John, had left an estate in lund near 
Epping, of about 302. a year, and I had a long lease of 
the Black Bull in Fetter Lane, which yielded me as 
much more; 50 that I was not in any danger of leaving 
niy family upon the parish, My son Johnny, named aa 
after his uncle, was at the prammar-«chool, and a clever 
child, My daughter, Betty (who is now well married, 
and has children), was then at her needle-work. I took 
leave of my wife and boy and girl, with tears on 
hoth sides, and went on board the Adventnre, a 
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merchant ship of 300 tons, bound for Surat, Captain 
John Nicholas of Liverpool, commander. But my 
account of this voyage must be referred to in the seennd 
part of my travels. 


A VOYAGE TO BROBDINGNAG. &5 


PART IL. 


A VOYAGE TO BROBDINGNAG, 


CHAPTER LI. 


A groat Storm described ; the Long Boat sent to fetch Water; the Author 
goes with it to discover the Country — He 1s lett on Shore, is seized by 
one of th Natives and carried tu a Farmer’s House — His Reception, with 
several Accidents that happened there — A Description of the Inhabitants. 


Havine been condemned, by nature and fortune, to an 
active and restless life, in two months after my return 
T again left my native country, and took ship in the 
Downs, on June 20, 1702, in the Adventme, Captain 
John Nicholas, a Cornishman, commander, bound for 
Surat. We had a very prosperous gale, till we arrived 
at the Cape of Good Hope, where we landed for fresh 
water ; but discovering a leak, we unshipped our goods, 
and wintered there; for the captain falling ill of an 
ague, we could not leave the Cape till the end of 
March. We then set sail, and had a good voyage, till 
we passed the Straits of Madagascar: but having aot 
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northward of that island, and to about five degrees south 
latitude, the winds, which in those seas are observed to 
blow a constant equal gale between the north and west, 
from the beginning of December to the beginning ot 
May, on April 19, began to blow with much greatei 
violence, and more westerly than usual, continuing so 
for twenty days in succession. During this time we 
were driven a little to the east of the Molucca Islands, 
and about three degrees northward of the line, as our 
captain found by an observation he took on May 2, 
At this time the wind ceasec, and it was a perfect 
calm, whereat I was not a little rejoiced. But he being 
# man well experienced in the navigation of those seas, 
bid us all prepare for a storm, which accordingly came 
on the day following; for the southern wind, called 
the southern monsoon, began to set in. 

Finding it was likely to overblow, we took in our 
sprit-sail, and stood by to hand the fore-sail; but, making 
foul weather, we made the guns all fast, and handed 
the mizen. The ship lay very bioad off, so we thought 
it better spooning before the sea than trying or hulling. 
We reefed the foic-sail and sct it, and hauled aft the 
fore~cheet; the helm was hard-a-weather. The shiy 
wore bravely. We belaycd the fore down-haul ; but the 
sail was split, and we hauled down the yard, and got 
the eail into the ship, and unbound all the things clear 
of it. It was a very fierce storm; the sea broke strange 
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aud dangerous, We hauled off upon the laniard of the 
whip-staff, and helped the man at the helm. We would 
hot get down our topmast, but let all stand, because 
she scudded before the sea very well, and we knew that 
the topmast being aloft, the ship was the wholesomer, 
and made better way through the sea, seeing we had sea- 
room. When the storm was over, we set fore-sail and 
main-sail, and brought the ship to; then we set the 
mizen, main-topsail, and the fore-topsail. Our course 
was east-north-east, the wind was at south-west. We 
got the starboard tacks aboard, we cast off our weather- 
braces and lifts; we set in the Ice-braces, and hauled 
forward by the weather-bowlings, and hauled them 
tight, and belaycd them, and hauled over the mizen 
tack to windward, and kept her full and by as near as 
she would lie. 

Duiing this storm, which was followed by a strong 
wind, west-south-west, we were carried, by my compu- 
tation, about five hundred leagues to the cast, so that 
the oldest sailor on board could not tell in what part of 
the world we were. Our provisions held out well, our 
ship was staunch, and our crew all in good health; but 
we were In the utmost distriss for water. We thought it 
best to hold on the same course, rather than turn more 
northerly, which might have brought us to the north- 
west part of Great Tartary, and into the Frozen Sea. 

On June 16, 1703, a boy on the top-mast 
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discovered land. On the 17th, we came in full 
view of a great island, or continent (for we knew not 
which it was), on the sonth side whereof was a small 
neck of land jutting out into the sea, and a creek too 
shallow to hold a ship of above one hundred tons. We 
cast anchor within a league of this creek, and our cap- 
tain sent a dozen of his men well armed in the long- 
boat with vessels fur water. I desired his leave to 
go with them that I might see the country, and 
make what discoveries I could. When we came 
to land, we saw neither river, spring, nor any sign 
of inhabitants. Our men therefore wandered on the 
shore to find out some fresh water near the sea, and I 
walked alone about a mile on the other side, where I 
observed the country was all barren and rocky. I now 
began to be weary, and, seeing nothing to entertain my 
curiosity, I returned gently down towards the creek ; 
and the sca being full in my view, I saw our men 
already in the boat, and rowing for life to the ship. I 
was going to holloa after them, although it would have 
been to little purpose, when I observed a huge creature 
walking after them in the sca, as fast as he could: he 
waded not muc er than his knees, and took pro- 
digious strides : our men had the start of him half 
a league, and, ea thereabouts being full*of sharp- 
pointed rocks, the monsjar was not able to overtake 
the boat. This I was ards told; for IT duret not 
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stay to see the result of the adventure, but ran as fast 
as I could the way I first went, and then climbed up a 
steep hill, which gaye ine some prospect of the country. 
{ found it fully cultivated ; but that which first surprised 
me was the length of the giass, which, in those grounds 
that seemed to be kept for hay, was about 20ft. high. 

i came upon a high road, for so [ took it to be, though 
it served to the Inbabitants only as a footpath through 
afd of haley. Ilore T watked on for some time, but 
could see little on either side, it being near harvest, 
and the corn rising at Icast forty feet. Twas an hour 
walking to the end of this ficld, which was fenced in 
with a hedge of at least one Iniudred and twenty teet 
high, and the trees were so Jofly that I could make no 
computation of their height. There was a stile to pass 
from this field into the nest. Tt had four steps, and a 
stone to cross over when you cainc to the uppermost. Tt 
was impossible fur me to climb this stile, because every 
step was six fect lieh, and the upper stone about 
twenty. I was endcivouring to find some gap in the 
hedge, when I discovered one of the inhabitants in 
the next field, advancing towards the stile. Tle was of 
the same size as he whom IT saw in the sea pursing onr 
boat. He appeared as tall as an ordinary spire stecple, 
and took about ten yurds at every stride, as near as J 
could guess, Iwas struch with the utmost fear and as- 
tonishment, and ran to hide myself in the corn, whence 

i 
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IT saw him at the top of the stile looking back into the 
next field on the right hand, and heard him call ma 
voice many degices louder than a speaking-trum- 
pet; but the noise was so high in the air, that at first I 
certainly thought it was thunder. Whereupon seven 
monsters, Like hunself, came towards him with reaping- 
hooks in their hands, each hook about the size of six 
seythes. These people were vot so well clad as the 
first, whose servants or laborers they seemed to be ; for, 
upon some words he spoke, they went to reap the corn 
inthe tield where Tlay. I kept from them at as great a 
distance as T coud, but was forced to move with extreme 
difficulty, for the stalks of the corn were sometimes not 
above a foot distant, so that Icould hardly squeeze my 
hody betwixt them.  LHowever, T made shift to go for- 
ward, til ] came to part of the field where the corn had 
been Jaid by the ram and wind. Mere it was impossible 
for me to advance a step; for the stalks were so inter- 
woven, that I could not creep through, and the beards 
of the fallen ears so strong and pomted, that they 
pierced through my clothes into my flesh. At the same 
time, I heard the reapers not above a hundred yards 
behind me. Being quite dispirited with toil, and wholly 
overcome by grief and despair, I lay down between 
tivo ridges, and lieartily wished I might there end niy 
davs. I bemoaned my desolate widow and fatherless 
children. Tdamented my own folly and wilfness, m1 
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attemptmg a second voyage, against the advice of all my 
friends and relations. In this terrible agitation of nund, 
J cow Jmot forbear thinking of Lilliput, whose inhab- 
itantt [poked upon me as the greatest prodigy that ever 
appea ‘ed in the world ; where Lwas able te draw an 
imperial fleet m my hand, and perform those other ac- 
tions, which will be recorded for ever in the ciseun les 
of thas empie, while posterity shall hardly oeleve 
them, although attested by millious. — Lrcflected what 
aywaortification if must prove to me to appear as Wicon- 
siderable in this nation as one single Lilliputian would 
be among us. But this I concerved was tu be the least 
of my wisfortuncs; for, as human creatures are ob- 
served to be more savage and crucl in proportion to 
their bulk, what could [ ecapect but to be a morsel in 
the mouth of the Urst among these enormous barba- 
rians that should happen to scize me? Undoubtedly 
philosophers are in the right when they tell us nothing 
is great or little, otherwise than by comparison. It 
might have pleased fortune to have let the Liliputian 
find some nation, where the people wore as diminutive 
with respect to them as they were to me. And who 
snows but that even this prodigious race of mortals 
might be equally overmatched in some distant part of 
the world, of which we have, ag yet, no knowledge ? 
scared and confounded as I was, b cotld uot lorbear 
going on with these reflecuious, wheu one of the zr apers 
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approaching within ten yards of the ridge where I fay, 
made me fear that with the next step I should be 
squashed to death under his foot, or cut in two with his 
reaping-hook. And therefore, when he was again about 
to move, I screamed as loud as fear could make me; 
whereupon the huge creature trod short, and looking 
round about under him for some time, at last espied me 
as I Jay on the ground. He considered awhile, with the 
caution of one who endeavours to lay hold on a small 
dangeious animal in such a manner that it shall not be 
able either to scratch or bite him, as I myself have 
sometimes done with a weasel in England. At length 
he vensured to take me behind, by the middle, between 
his forefiuger and thumb, and brought me within three 
yards of his eyes, that he might behold my shape more 
perfectly. I guessed his mcaning, and my good fortune 
gave me so much presence of mind, that I resolved not 
to struggle in the least, as he held me in the air above 
sixty feet fiom the ground, although he pric yously 
pinched my sides, for fear I should slip through his 
fingers. All I ventured was to raise my eyes towards the 
sun, and place my hands together in a supplicating pos~ 
ture, and to speak some words in a humble melan- 
choly tone, suitable to the condition I then was in ; for 
I feared every moment that he would dash me againgt 
the ground, as we usually do any little hateful animal 
which we have a mird to destroy. But ny good stat 


A VOYAGE TO BROBDINGNAG. 93 


would have it, that he appeared pleased with my voice 
and gestures, and began to look upon me as a curio- 
sity, much wondering to hear me pronounce articulate 
words, although he could not understand them, In 
the mean time I was not able to forbear groaning and 
bhedding tcars, and turning iny head towards my sides; 
letting him know, as well as I could, how cruelly I was 
hurt by the pressure of his thumb and finger. He 
seemed to apprehend my meaning; for, lifting up the 
lappet of his coat, he put me gently mto it, and im- 

diately ran along with me to his master, who was a 
substantial farmer, and the same person I had first seen 
in the field. 

The farmer having, as I suppose by their talk, re- 
ceived such an account of me as the servant could give 
him, took a piece of small straw, about the size of a 
’ Alking-staff, and therewith lifted up the lappets of my 
coat; which, it seems, he thought to be some kind of 
covering that nature had given me. Ile blew my hair 
aside to take a better view of my face. He called his 
hinds about him, and asked them, as I afterwards learned, 
‘Whether they had ever seen in the fields any little 
creature that resembled me?’ IIe then placed me softly 
on the ground upon all fours, but I got immediately up, 
and walked slowly backward and forward, to let those 
people see I had no intention of running away. ‘Lhey 
all sat down in a circle about me, the better te observe 
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my motions. J pulled off my lat and made a low bow 
towards the farmer. I fell on my knees, and lifted up 
my hands and eyes, and spoke several words as loud as 
I conld; I took a purse of gold out of my pocket, and 
humbly presented it to him. IIe received it on the palm 
of his hand, then applied it close to his eye to see what 
it was, and afterwards turned it several times with the 
point of a pin, which he took out of his sleeve, but he 
could make nothing of it. Whereupon I made a sign 
that he should place his hand on the ground. I then 
took the purse, and opening it, poured all the gold into 
his palm. There were six Spanish pieces of four pis- 
toles each, besides twenty or thirty smaller coins. I saw 
him wet the tip of lis lttle finger upon his tongue, and 
take up onegifmmy Jaigcest picces, and then another; but 
he seemed , wholly ignorant of what they were. He 
made me a sign to put them again into my purse, and 
the purse again into my pocket, which, after offering it 
to him several times, I thought it Lest to do. 

The farmer, by this time, was convinced I must be a 
rational creature. He spoke often to me; but the 
sound of his voice pig my cars like that of a water- 
mill, yet his words were articulate enough. I answered 
as loud as I could in several Janguages, and he often 
laid his car within two yards of me: but all in vain, 
for we were wholly unintelligible to each other. He 
then sent his servants to their work, and taking his 
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aandkerclicf out of his pocket, he doubled and spread 
it on his left hand, which he placed flat on the ground 

ith the palm upward, making me a sign to step intoit, 
as I could easily do, for it was not above a foot in 
thickness. I thought it my part to obey, and, for fear 
of falling, laid myself at full length upon the handker- 
chief, with the remainder of which he wrapped me up to 
the head for further security, andin this manner carried 
me home to his house. There he called his wife, ana 
showed me to her; but she screamed and ran back, as 
women in England do at the sight of a toad or a spider. 
However, when she had awhile scen my behaviour, and 
how well I observed the signs her husband made, she 
was soon reconciled, and by degrees grew extremely 
fond of me. 

It was about twelve at noon, when a servant brought 
in dinner. It was only one substantial dish of meat, fit 
for the plain condition of a husbandman, in a dish of 
about four-and-twenty feet in diameter. The company 
were, the farmer and his wife, three children, and an 
old grandmother. When they had sat down, the 
farmer placed me at some distance from him on the 
table, which was thirty fect high from the floor. I was 
in a terrible fright, and kept as fur as I could from the 
edge, for fear of falling. The wile minced a bit of 
meat, then crumbled some bread on a trencher, anu 
placed it before me. I made her a wow bow, took our 
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may knife and fork, and began to eat, which gave thenr 
exceeding delight. The mistress sent her maid for a 
small dram cup, which held about two gallons, and filled 
it with drink ; I took up the vessel with much difficulty 
in both hands, ard, in a most respectful manner, drank 
to her ladyship’s health, expressing the words as loud as 
I could in English, which made the company laugh so 
heartily, that I was almost deafened with the noise 

This liquor tasted like a small cider, and was not un- 

pleasant. Then the master made measign to come to his 
trencher side; but as I walked on the table, being at 
vreat surprise all the time, as the indulgent reader will 

easily conceive and excuse. [happened to stumble against 

a crust, and fell flat on my fuce, but received no hurt 

I got upimmediately, and observing the good people to 
be in much concern, I took my hat, which I held under 
my arm as a mark of good manners, and waving it over 
my head, gave three huzzas, to show I had got no mis- 
chief by my fall. But advancing forward towards my 
master, as I shall helpeforth call him, his youngest son, 

who sat next him, an arch boy of about ten years old, 
took me up by the legs, and held me so high in the air, 
that I trembled in every limb; but his father snatched 
me from him, and at the same time gave him such a 
box on the left car, as would have felled a European’ 
troop of horse to the earth, ordering him to be taken 
from the table. But being afraid the boy might owe 
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me a spite, and well remembering how mischievous al} 
children among us naturally are to sparrows, rabbits, 
young kittens, and puppy dogs, I fell on my knees, and 
pointing to the boy, made my master to understand a 
well as I could, that I desired his son might be pardoned. 
The father complied, and the lad took his seat again, 
whereupon I went to my master, and kissed his hand. 
He then took mince in his, and stroked me gently. 

In the midst of dinner my mistress’s favorite cat 
leaped into her Jap. I heard a noise behind me like 
that of a dozen stocking-weavers at work ; and turning 
my head, I found it proceeded from the purring of that 
animal, who seemed to be three times larger than an ox, 
as I computed by the view of her head and one of her 
paws, while her mistress was feeding and stroking her. 
The fierceness of this creatwie’s countenance altogether 
discomposed me; though I stood at the farther end of 
the table, above fifty feet off, and though my mistress 
held her fast, for fear she might give a spring, and seize 
me inher talons. But it happened there was no danger, 
for the cat took not the least notice of me, when my 
master placed me within three yards of her. And asi 
have been always told, and found true by experience in 
my travels, that Aceing from, or showing fear before, a 
fierce animal, is a certain way to make it pursue or 
attack you, oI resolved, in this dangerous juncture, te 
betray no concem. I walked with intrepidity five of 
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six times before the very head of the cat, and came 
within half a yard of her; whereupon she drew herself 
back, as if she were the rather afiaid of me. I had less 
apprehension concerning the dogs, of which three or 
four came into the room, as it is usual in farmers: 
houses; one was a mastiff, equal in bulk to four ele- 
phants, and a greyhound somewhat taller than the 
mastiff, but not so bulky. 

When dinner was almost done, the nurse came in 
with a child of a year oldin ber arms, who immediately 
spied me, and began a squall that you might have heard 
from London Biidge to Chelsea, after the usual oratory 
of infants, to get me for a plaything. The mother, out 
of pure indulgence, took me up, and put me towards the 
child, who presently seized me by the middle, and got 
my head into hismouth, where I roared so loud that the 
urchin was frightened, and Jet me drop, and I should 
infallibly have broken my neck, if the mother had not 
held her apron under me. The nurse, to quiet her babe, 
made use of a rattle, which was a kind of hollow vessel 
filled with great stones, and fastened by a cable to the 
child’s waist: but all in vain; so that she was forced to 
apply the last remedy by giving it suck. 

After dinner, my master went out to his laborers, and, 
as I could discover by his voice and gesture, gave his 
wife a strict charge to take care of me. I was very 
much tired, and disposed to sleep, which my mistress 
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perceiving, she put me on her own bed, and covered me 
with a clean white handkerchief, but larger and coarser 
than the mainsail of a man of war. 

I slept about two hours, and dreamt I was at home 
with my wife and children, which aggravated my sor- 
rows when I awoke and found myself alone in a vast 
room, between two and three hundred feet wide and 
about t’o hundred high, lying in a bed twenty yards 
wide, My mistress had gone about her household 
affairr, and had locked me in. The bed was eight 
yarcs from the floor. I was not long in bed before I 
observed two rats creeping up the curtains, and they 
then ran smelling backwards and forwards. One of 
them came up almost to my face, whereupon I rose in 
a fright, and drew out my sword to defend myself. 
These horrible animals had the boldness to attack me 
on both sides, and one of them held hig fore feet on my 
collar; but I had the good fortune to rip up his belly 
before he could do me any mischief. He fell down at 
may feet ; and the other, seeing the fate of his comrade, 
made his escape, but not without one good wound on 
the back, which I gave him as he fled, making the blood 
run trickling from him. After this exploit, I walked 
gently to and fro on the bed, to recover my breath and 
loss of spirits. These creatures were of the size of a 
large mastiff, but infinitely more nimble and fierce; se 
that if I had taken off my belt before I went to sleep, I 
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niust have infallibly been torn in pieces and devoured. 
I measured the tail of the dead rat, and found it to be 
two yards long, all but an inch. But it went against 
my stomach to draw the carcass off the bed, where it lay 
still bleeding; and, observing it had yet some life, 
with a strong slash across the neck, 1 thoroughly de- 
spatched it. 

Soon after, my mistiess came into the room, who 
secing me all bloody, 1an and took me up in her hand. 
[ pointed to the dead rat, smiling, and making other 
signs to show I was not hurt ; whereat she was extremely 
rejoiced, calling the maid to take up the dead rat with 
a pair of tongs, and throw it out of the window. Then 
she set me on a table, where I showed her my sword 
all bloody, and wipiug it on the lappet of my coat, re- 
turned it to the scabbard. 


The whole scene of this voyage made so strong an im- 
pression on my mind, and isso deeply fixed in memory, 
that, in committing the details to paper, I did not omit 
one material circumstance: however, upon a strict re- 
view, I blotted out several passages of less moment, 
which were in my first copy, for dear of being censured 
as tedious and trifling, whereof travellers are often, 
pevhaps not without justice, accused. 
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CHAPTER IT. 


A Description of the Farmer’s Daughter — The Author carried to a Market 
Town, and then to the Metropolis — The Particulars of his Journey. 


My mistress had a daughter of nine years old, a 
forward child for her age, very dexterous at her 
needle, and skilful in dressing her doll. Her mother 
and she contrived to fit up the doll’s cradle for me 
against night: the cradle was put into a small drawer of 
u cabinet ; and the drawer placed upon a hanging shelf 
for fear of the rats. This was my bed all the time I 
stayed with those people, though made more convenient 
by degrees, as I began to Icarn their language and 
make my wants known. This young girl was so handy, 
that after I had once or twice pulled off my clothes 
before her, she was able to dress and undress me, though 
J never gave her that trouble when she would let me do 
either myself. She made me seven shirts and some 
other linen, of as fine cloth as could be got, which 
indeed was coarser than sackloth; and these she con- 
stantly washed for me with her own hands. She was 
likewise my school-mistress, in teaching me the lan- 
guage; when I pointed to anything, she told me the 
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name of it in her own tongue, so that in a few days I wag 
wble to call for whatever I wished. She was very good- 
natured, and not above forty feet high, being little 
of her age. She gave me the name of Grildrig, which 
the family took up, and aflerwards the whole king- 
dom. The word imports what the Latins call homun- 
culus, and the English manniLin. To her 1 chiefly owe 
my preservation in that country; we never parted while 
I was there. Icalled her my Glumdalclitch, or little 
nurse; and should be guilty of gieat ingratitude if I 
omitted this hono1able mention of her care and affection 
towards me, which I heartily wish it Jay in my power 
to requite as she deserves, instead of being the innocent 
but unhappy instrument of her disgrace, as I have too 
much reason to fear. 

It now began to be known and talked of in the 
neighbourhood, that my master had found a strange 
animal in the field, about the size of a splacnuck, but 
exactly shaped in every part lke a human creature, 
which it likewise imitated in all its actions; seemed to 
speak in a little language of its own, had already 
learned several words of theirs, went erect upon two 
legs, was tame and gentle, would come when it was 
called, do whatever it was bid, had the finest limbs in 
the world, and a complexion fnirer than a nobleman’s 
daughter of three years old. Another farmer who lived 
bard hy, and was a particular friend of my master, came 
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om a visit on. purpose to inguire into the truth of this 
story. I was immediately produced, and placed upon 
the table, whare I walked as I was commanded, drew 
my sword, put it up again, made my reverence to my 
master’s guest, asked him in his own ek lan hes how he 
did, and told him he was welcome, yustas my hitles 

jhad instructed me. ‘This man, who waso 






his eyes appeared like the full moon 9% 

chamber at two windows. Our people, who discovered 
the cause of my mith, bore me company in langhing, 
at which the old fellow was fool enough to be angry and 
out of countenance. He had the character of a great 
miser; and, to my misfortune, he well deserved it, by 
the cursed advice he gave my master, to show. me aga 
sight upon a market-day in the next town, which was 
half an hour’s riding, about two and twenty miles from 
our house. I guessed there was some mischief con- 
triving, when I observed my master and his friend 
whispering long together, sometimes pointing at me; 
and my fears made me fancy that I overheard and 
understcod same of their words. But the next morn- 
ing Glamdalelitch, my little nurag, told me the whole 
gaatter, which she had cunningly picked out from hér 
mother. Thdé poor girl lnid me on her bosgm, and felt A 
weeping with slate and grief. She apprchended atime, 
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mischief would happen to me from rude vulgar folks, 
who might squeeze me to déath, or break one of my limbs 
by taking me in their hands. She had also observed 
how modest I was in my nature, how nicely I regarded 
my honor, and what an indignity I should conceive it 
to b psed for money as a public spectacle to the 
the people. She said, her papa and mamma 
Bed that Giildrig should be hers; but now she 






found Sey meant to serve her as they did last year, 
when théWgpetended to give her a lamb, and yet, as 


soon as it was fat, sold it to a butcher. For my own 
part, I may truly affirm that I was less concerned than 
my furse. I had a strong hope, which never left ma, 
that I should one day or another recover my liberty : 
and ag to the ignomimy of being carried about for a 
monster, I considered myself to be a perfect stranger 
in the country, and that such a misfortune could never 
be charged upon me asa reproach, if ever I should return 
to England; since the king of Great Britain himself, in 
my condition, must have undergone the same distress 
My master, pursuant to the advice of his friend, 
carried me in a box the next market day to the neigh- 
bouring town, and took along with him his little daughter, 
my nurse, upon a pillion behind him, The box was 
close on every side, with a little door for me to go in 
and out, and a few gimlet-holes to let in air. The 
girl had been so careful as to put the quiltof her doll’a 
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bed into it, for me to lie down on. However, I was 
terribly shaken and discomposed in this journey, though 
it was but half an hour; for the horse went about farty 
feet at every step, and trotted so high that the agitation 
was equal to the rising*and falling of a ship in a great 
storm, but much more frequent. Our journey waa 
somewhat farther than from London to St. Adban’s. 
My master alighted at an inn which he used to fre- 
quent; and after consulting awhile with the,gnnkeeper, 
and making some necessary preparations, he hired the 
grultrud, or crier, to give notice through the town ofa 
strange creature to be seen at the sign of the Green 
Eagle -- not so big as a splacnuch (an animal in that 
country very finely shaped, about six feet long), and in 
every part of the body resembling a human creature ; 
could speak several woids, and perform a hundred 
diverting tricks. 

1 was placed upon a table in the largest room of the 
inn which might be neaily thiee hundred feet square. 
My little nurse stood on a low stool close to the table, 
to take care of me, and direct what I shoulddo. My 
master, to avoid a crowd, would suffer only thirty peaple 
at atime to see me. I walked about on the table as the 
girl commanded: she asked me questions as far as she 
knew my understanding of the language reached, and 
* answered them as loud as I could. I turned about 
several tines to the company, paid my humble respasts, 
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said they were welcoing, and ‘aded séxtie other speeches 1 
had been taught. I took up a ¢hitnble ffted with liquer, 
which Glumdalclitch had given nie for a cmp, and 
drank their health. J drew out my sword, and floum 
ished it afer the manner of fencers in England. My 
nurse gave me apart of a straw, which I exercised with 
asa pike, having learnt the art m my youth. I was 
that day shown to twelve sets of company, and as often 
forced to act over again the same fopperies, till I was 
half dead with weariness and vexation; for those whe 
bad seen me made such wonderful reports, that the 
people were ready to break down the doors to come in, 
My master, for his own interest, would not suffer any- 
one to touch me cxcept my nurse; and to prevent 
danger, benches were set round the table at,such 4 
distance as to put me out of everybody's reach. How- 
_ever, an unlucky schoolboy aimed a hazel-nnt directly 
at my head, which very narrowly missed me. It camé 
with so much violence, that it would have infalbbly 
kuocked out my brains, for it was almost ag large as A 
small pumpkin; but I had tho satisfaetion of seeing 
the young rogue well beaten, and tumed out . ue 
cOOM. ‘ 
My master gave public notice that he would shot mae 
again the next market-day; and in the mipan tine he 

epared & more vonvement Veliéle yr me, which he 
Lines Ses ei Be oe Hired vith: 
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my fiat journsy, dnd with entertaming company 
fe, aah hoiars together, that I could hardly stand 
my legs,‘or apeak a word. It was at least three 
diye phe TE recovered my strength; and that I 
might }kve no rest at home, all the neighbouring gen- 
flemen, fom a hundicd miles round, hearing of my 
fame, came to see me at my master’s own house ‘There 
cond, mot he fewer than thirty persons with their wives 
a children (for the country 1s very populous); and 
ry taster demanded the price of a full room whenévet 
he showed me at homé, although 1t were only to a single 
family ; so that for some time I had but httle case any 
day of the week, except Wednesday, which ig ~heuw 
Subbath, although I was not carzed to the town. 

My master, finding how profitable I was likely to be, 
résolved to carry me to the most considerable cities of 
the kingdom. Having, thetefore, provided himself with 
all thinks necessary for a long journey, and settled hus 
ataire at home, he took leave of lus wife, and upon the 
‘7th of August, 1703, about two months after my ar- 
‘yal, Wa sot out for the metropolis, sitmated near the 
wniddte of the empire, and about three thousand miles’ 

tata hoe frpm,our house, My master made is danghtet 
rRingeiglioh ride behind hiny. She carried me on 
et Tap, ix“ a, bow tied about, her waist. The girl had 
‘nbd it on al ide vith the softest cloth she céuld ged 
"WARY qulliéd tttdemoath, furnished it with her, dai 
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bed, provided me with nen and other necessaties, and 
made everything as convenient as she could. We had 
no other company but a poy of the house, who rode 
after us with the luggage 

My master’s design was to show me in all the towns 
by the way, and to step out of the road, for fifty or a 
hundred miles, to any village or nobleman’s house, 
where he might eapect custom We made easy jour- 
neys, of not above seven or cight score miles a-day ; for 
Glumdalclitch, on purpose to spare me, complained she 
was tired with the trotting of the horse She often teok 
a of my box, at my desire, to give me air and 

ow me the countiy, but always held me fast by a 
leading-string We passed over five or six rivers, many 
degrees broader and deepcr than the Ganges ; and there 
was hardly a nvulet so small as the Thames at London- 
budge. "We were ten weeks in ou journey, and J was 
shown in cighteen laige towns, besides many villages 
and private familics 

On the 26th day of October we arrived at the me- 
tropolis, called in their language Lor brulgrud, or Pride 
of the Universe. My master took a lodging in the 
principal strect of the city, not far from the royal 
ans and put dub bills in thé usual form, containing an. 
exact description of my Jon and qualifications. _ He, 
hired a large room between three aad four hundred 
feet wide. He provided a table sixty feet if diameter, 


‘ 
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upon which I was to act my part, and pallisadoed it 
round three feet from the edge, and as many high, to 
prevent my falling over. I was shown ten times a-day 
to the wonder and satisfaction of all people. I could 
how speak the language tolerably well, and perfectly 
tundorstood every word that was spoken tome. Besides, 
{had learnt their alphabet, and could make shift to 
explain a sentence heie and there; for Glumdalchtch 
bad been my mstructor while we were at home, and at 
leisure hours during our journey. She carried a little 
book in her pocket, not much larger than an Atlas; it 
was a common treatise for the use of young girls, giving 
a short account of thei religion : out of this she taught 
me my letters, and explained *he words, 
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CHAPTER Il. 


The Author sent for to Court—The Quéen buys him of his Master the 
Farmer, and prestnt» him to the hing — He disputes with his Majesty's 
rreat Scholars -- An Ay ortment at Court provided for the Author-— He fa 
ia high aver with the Quon — He stands up for the Honor of his own 
ountry 2 quarrils with the Quecn 6 Dwarf, 


r frequent labors I underwent every day made in 
a fow wecks a very considerable change in my health: 
the more my mistci got by me, the more insatiable he 
grew. I had quite lost my appetite, and was almost 
reduced to a ekclcton ‘The farmer observed it, and 
concluding I must soon die, resolved to make the most 
of me While he wis thus 1¢ woning and resolving with 
hnnsclf, a sardal, or gentlemsn-usher, came fiom 
court, commanding my master to carry me immediaiely 
thither for the divexsion of the queen and her ladies, 
Some of the latter had alic wy been to see me, and 16~ 
ported strange things of my beauty, behaviour, and 
good sense, Her majesty, and these who attended hen, 
were beyond measure delighted with my demeanour. I 
fell on my knees, and begged the honor of kissing her 
imperial foot; but this gracious princess held out her 
little fiuger towards me, after I was set on the table, 
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which I embraced in both my arma, and put the tip of 
it with the utmost respect to my lip. She asked me 
sume goneral questions about my country and my 
travels, which I answered us distinctly and in as few 
words a8 I could. She asked, ‘whether I would he 
content to live at court?’ bowed down to the board 
of the table, and humbly answered, ‘that I was my 
master’s slave; but if ™ were at ny own disposal, 1 
should be proud to ? +ote my life to her majesty’s ser- 
vice.’ She then asked my master, ‘whether he was 
willing to sell me ut a good price?’ He, who appre- 
hended I could not live a month, was ready enough to 
part with me, and demanded a thousand picces of gold, 
which were ordered him on the spot, each piece being 
About the size of eight hundred moidores; but, allowing 
for the proportion of all things between that country 
und Europe, and the high price of gold among them, 
was hardly so great a sum asa thousand guineas would 
bein England. I then said to the queen, ‘since I was 
now her majesty’s most humble creature and vassal, I 
must beg the favor that Glwmndalclitch, who had 
always tendcd me with so much care and kindness, and 
understood that duty so well, might be adzivitdeedeints 
the service, and continue to be .my 

structor.’ 

« Her majesty agreod to my petition, and 

the firmer’s consent, who was glad enougl to 
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daughter preferred at court, while the poor girl herself 
was not @e to hide her joy. My late master withdrew, 
bidding me farewell, and saying he had left me in a 
good service; to which I xreplicd not a word, only 
making hima slight bow. 

The gueen observed my coldness, and, when the 
farmer had gone out of the apartment, asked me the 
reason. I made bold to tell her majesty, ‘that I owed 
no other obligation to my late master, than his not 
dashing out the biains of a poor harmless creature, 
found by chance in his fields; which obligation was 
amply recompensed by the gain he had made in show- 
ing me through half the kingdom, and the price he had 
now sold me for; that the life I had led since my cap- 
ture was laborious enough to kill an animal of ten times 
my strength; that my health was much impaired by 
the continnal drudgery of entertaining the rabble every 
hour of the day; and that, if my master had not 
thought my life in danger, her majesty would not have 
got so cheap baigain. But as I was out of all fear of 
being diidreated, under the protection of so great and 
ood press, the ornament of nature, the darling 

rid, the delight of her subjects, the phoenix ¢ 
so, I hoped my late master’s apprehen- 
Vicvcas to be groundless; for I already 
spirits revive, by the influence of her moat 

; presence.’ 
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This was the sum of my specch, delivered with great 
improprieties and hesitation. The latter part was alto- 
gether framed in the style peculiar to that people, 
whereof I learned some phrases from Glumdalclitch, 
while she was carrying me to court. 

The queen, making large allowance for my defective- 
ness in speaking, was, however, surprised at so much 
wit and good sense in so diminutive an animal. She 
took me in her own hand, and carried me to the king, 
who had then retired to his cabinct. IIis majesty, a 
prince of much gravity and austere countenance, not 
well observing my shape at first view, asked the queen, 
in a cold manner, ‘how long it was since she grew 
fond ofa splacnuck?’ for such it seems he took me to 
be, as I lay upon my breast in her majesty's right band. 
But this princess, who has an infinite deal of wit and 
humor, set me gently on my feet upon the scrutoire, 
and commanded me to give his majesty an account of 
myself, which ] did in a very few words. Glumdal- 
clitch, who attended at the cabinet door, and could not 
endure I should be out of her sight, being admitted, 
confirmed all that had passcd from my arrival at her 
father’s house. 

The king, although he is as Jcarned a 
in his dominions, educated in the study of © 
and mathematics; yet when he observed my” 
exactly, and saw me walk erect, before I began tof 


114 GULLIVER’S TRAVELS: 


conceived I might be a piece of clock-work (which has 
in that country reached a very great perfection) con- 
trived by some ingenious artist. But when he heard my 
voice, and found what I articulated to be regular and 
rational, he could not conceal his astonishment. He 
wus by no means satisfied with the relation I gave him 
of the manner I had come into his kingdom, but thought 
it a story coneerted between Glumdalclitch and her 
father, who had taught me a set of words to make me sell 
ata better price. Under this belief, he put several other 
questions to me, and still received rational answers ; 
not otherwise defective than by a foreign accent, and 
an imperfect knowledge of the language, with some 
rustic phrases which 7 had learned at the farmer's house, 
scarcely suited to the polite style of a court. 

Ilis majesty sent for three great scholars, who were 
during that week in waiting, according to the custom of 
the country. These gentlemen, after they had awhile 
examined my shape with much nicety, were of different 
opinions concerning me. They all agreed that I could 
not be produced according to the regular laws of nature, 
because I was not framed with a capacity for preserv~ 
ing my life, either by swiftness, or climbing of trees, or 
lea in the carth. They obsorved by my 
ch they viewed with great minuteness, that T 
was rnivorous animal; yet most quadrupeds being. 
a: Mbormatch for me, and field mice, with some others 
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too nimble, they could not imagine how I should be 
able to support myself, unless I fed upon snails and 
other insects; which they offired, by many learned 
arguments, to prove I could not possibly do. One of 
these virtuosi seemed to think I migh. be an embryo, 
or abortive birth. But this opimion was rejected by the 
other two, who observed my limbs to be perfect and 
finished, and that I had lived several years, as was 
manifest from my beard, the stumps whereof they plainly 
discovered through a magnifying-glass. They would 
not allow me to be a dwarf, because my littleness was 
beyond all degrees of comparison; for the queen's 
favorite dwarf, the smallest ever known in that kingdom, 
was nearly thirty feet high. After much debate they 
concluded unanimoualy, that I was only a relplum geal- 
cath, which is literally lusus nature: * a determination 
exactly agreeable to the moderu philosophy of Europe, 
whose professors, disdaining the old evasion of occult 
causes, have invented this wonderful solution of all difficyl- 
tics, to the unspeakable advancement ofhuman knowledge. 

After this decisive conclusion, I entieated to be heard 
a word or two. I addressed myself to the king, and 
assured his majesty ‘that I came from a country which 
abounded with several millions of both sexes, and otf 
my own stature; where the animals, trees, and hones, 


* Lases nature, freak of Nature 
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were all in proportion, and where consequently I might 
be as able to defend mysclf, and to find sustenance, as 
any of his majesty’s subjects could do here; which IJ 
took for a full answer to those gentlemen’s arguments.’ 
To this they only replicd with a smile of contempt, say- 
ing, ‘that the farmer had instructed me very well in my 
lesson.* The king, who had a much: better understand- 
ing, dismissing his learned men, sent for the farmer, who 
by good fortune had not yet gone out of town. Having, 
therefore, first examined him privately, and then con- 
fronted him with me and the yonng girl, his majesty 
began to think that what we told him might possibly be 
true. He desired the queen to order that particular 
care should be taken of me; and was of opinion that 
Glumdalclitch should still continue in her office of tend- 
ing me, because he observed we had a great affection 
for cach other. A convenient apartment was provided 
for her at court; she had a sort of governess appointed 
to take care of her education, a maid to dress her, and 
two other servants for menial offices; but the care of 
"me was wholly appropriated to herself. The queen 
commanded her own calinct-maker to contrive a box, 
that might serve me for a bed-chamber, after the model] 
that Glumdalclitch and I should agree upon. This 


# "+ satire is levelled against all who reject those facts for 
wh’ . wey cannot perfectly account, notwithstanding the absur- 
dity of rejecting the testimony by which they are supported. 
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man was a most ingenious artist, and, according to my 
direction, in three weeks finished for me a wooden 
chamber of sixteen feet square and twelve high, with 
sash-windows, a door, and two closets, like a London 
bed-chamber. The board, that made the ceiling, was 
to be lifted up and down by two hinges, to put in a hed 
ready furnished by her majesty’s upholsterer, which 
Glumdalelitch took out every day to air, made it with 
her own hands, and letting it down at night, locked up 
the roof over me. A skilful workman, who was 
famous for little curiosities, undertook to make me two 
chairs, with backs and frames, of a substance not 
unlike ivory, and two tables with a cabinet to put my 
things in. The room was quilted on all sides, as well 
as the floor and the ceiling, to prevent any accident 
from the carclessness of those who carried me, aud to 
break the force of a jolt, when I should be driving in a 
carriage. I desired a lock for my door to prevent rats 
and mice from coming in. The smith, after several 
attempis, made the smallest that was ever scen amongst 
them, but it was larger than that at the gate of a gentle- 
man’s house in England. I made shift to keep the key 
in a pocket of my own, fearing Glumdalclitch might 
lose it. The queen likewise ordered the thinnest silks 
that could be procured, to make me clothes, not much 
thicker than an English blanket, very cumbersome till 
I was accustomed to them. They were after the fashion 
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uf the country, partly Tike the Persian, and partly 
the Chinese, and they make a very grave and decent 
dress. 

The queen became so fond of my company, that she 
could not dine without me. IJ had a table placed upon 
the same at which her majesty ate, just at her elbow, 
and a chair tosit on. Glumdalelitch stood on a stool on 
the floor near my table, to assist and take care of me. 
T had an entire set of silver dishes and plates, and other 
necessaries, which, in proportion to those of the queen, 
were not much bigger than what I have seen in a 
London toy-shop, for the furniture of a baby-house: 
these my hittle nurse kept in her pocket in a silver box, 
and gave me at meals as I wanted them, always cleaning 
them herself, No person dined with the queen but the 
two princesses royal, the eldest sixteen years old, and 
the yonnger, at that time, thitcen and a month. Her 
majcsty used to put a bit of meat upon one of my dishes, 
out of which I carved for myself, and her diversion waa 
to see me catin muuatuie; for the queen (who had in- 
deed but a weak stomach) took up, at one mouthful, 
as much as a dozen Enplish farmers could eat at 4 meal, 
which to me was for some time a very nauseous sight. 
She would crunch the wing of a lark, bones and all, 
between her tecth, although it were nine dimes as large 
as that of a full-grown turkey; and put a bit of bread 
in her mouth, aq big as two twelye-penny loaves. 
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drank out of a gulden cup, above a hogshead at a 
draught. Her knives were twice as Jong as a scythe, set 
straight upon the handle. The spoons, forks, and other 
instruments, were all in the same proportion. I re- 
member, when Glumdalclitch carried me, out of curio- 
sity, to see some of the tables at court, where ten or a 
dozen of those enormous knives and forks were litied 
up together, I thought I had never till then beheld so 
terrible a sight. 

It is the custom, that every Wednesday, which, as I 
have observed, is their Subbath, the king and queen, 
with the royal family of both sexes, dine together in the 
apartment of his majesty, of whom I had now become a 
great favorite; and at these times my little chair and 
table were placed at his left hand, before one of the salt- 
cellars. This prince took a pleasure in conversing with 
me, inquiring into the manners, religion, laws, govern~ 
ment, and learning of Europe, of which Ll gave him the 
best account I was able. Tis apprehcusion was so 
clear, and his judgemeut so exact, that he made very wise 
reflections and observations upou all I said. Bat I 
confesy, that after I had been a little tom copious in 
talking of my own beloved country, of our tiade and 
wars by sea and land, of our schisms in religion, and 
parties in the state, the prejudices of his education pre- 
vailed so far, that he could not forbear taking me up in 
his right hand. Then, stroking me gently with the other, 
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after a hearty fit of langhing, he asked me, whether I was 
a Whig or Tory? Then, turning to his first minister, 
who waited behind him with a white staff, nearly as tall 
as the mainmast of a man-of-war, he observed, ‘how 
contemptible a thing was Inman grandeur, which could 
be mimicked by such diminutive insects as I; and yet,’ 
says he, ‘I dare assert these creatures have their titles 
and distinctions of honor; they contrive little nesta and 
burrows, that they call houses aud cities; they make a 
display in equipage ; they love, they fight, they dispute, 
they cheat, they betray.” And thus he continued while 
my color caine and went several times, with indigna- 
tion, to hear our noble country, the mistress of arts and 
arnigp the scourge of France, the a:bitress of Europe, 
the seat of virtue, piety, honor, aud truth, the pride and 
envy of the world, so contemptuously treated. 

But as I was not in a condition to resent injuries, so 
upon mature thoughts I began to doubt whether I waa 
injured or not. For after having been accustomed 
several months to the sight and conversation of this 
people, aud having observ: d every object upon which I caat 
my eyes to be of proportionable magnitude, the horror’ 
Thad at first conceived at their bulk and aspect had so 
fur worn off, that, if T had then beheld a company of 
English lords and ladies in their finery and birth-day 
geothes, acting tlicir sevoral parts in the tnost courtly 
aunner of strutting, and bowing, and prating-—te say’ 
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the truth—I should have been strongly tempted to laugh 
a4 much at them as the king and his grandcés did at 
me. Neither, indeed, could I forbear smiling at mysclt, 
when the queen used to place me upon her hand towards 
a louking-plass, by which both our persons appeared 
before me in full view together: there could be nothing 
‘more ridiculous than the comparison; so that I really 
began to imagine I had dwindled many degrees below 
my usual size. 

Nothing angered and mortified me so much as the 
queen’s dwarf, who being of the Jowest stature that 
was ever in that country, le being not quite thirty fect 
high, became so insolent at secing a creature so much 
beneath him, that he would always affect to swagger 
and look big as he passed by me in the queen’s aute- 
chamber, while I was standing on some table talking 
with the lord« of ladies of the court, and he seldom 
failed ~ 3 asmait word or two about wy littleness; 
against which I could only revenge myself by calling 
him brother, challenging him to wrestle, and such re- 
partees as are usually in the months of court pages. 
One day al dinner, this malicious little cub was so net-~ 
tled with something I had said to him, that, raising him- 
self upon the frame of her majesty’s ebair, he took me 
up by the middle, as I was sitting down, uot thinking 
any harm, and let me diop into a large silver bow] of 
cream, and then ran away as fist as he could 1 eank 
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over head and ears, and, if I had not been a good 
swimmer, it might have gone very hard with me; for 
Glumdalclitch at that instant happened to be at the 
other end of the room, and the queen was in such 3 
fright, that she wanted presence of mind {o assist me 
But my little nurse ran to my relief, and took me out, after 
I had swallowed above a quart of cream. I was put to 
bed : however, I received no other damage than the loss 
of a suit of clothes, which were utterly spoiled. ‘The 
dwarf was soundly whipped, and as a further punish- 
ment, forced to drink up the bowl of cream, into which 
he had thrown me: neither was he ever restored to 
favor. Soon after the queen bestowed him on a lady 
of high quality, so that I saw him no more, to my very 
great satisfaction: for indeed I could not tell to what 
extremes such a malicious urchin might have carried 
his resentment. 

He had before served me a scurvy trick, which set 
the queen laughing, although at the same time she was 
heartily vexed, and would have immediatcly cashiered 
him, if I had not been so gencrous as to intercede. He 
majesty had taken a marrow-bone upon her plate, and, 
after knocking out the marrow, placed the bone again 
on the dish erect, as it stood before: the dwarf, watch- 
ing his opportunity, while Glumdalclitch had gone to 
the sideboard, mounted the stool that she stood on to 
tals care of me &t meals, took me up in both hands, and, 
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squeezing my legs together, wedged them into the 
marrow-bone above my waist, where J stuck for some 
time, making a very ridiculous figure. I believe it was 
nearly a minute before anyone knew what had become 
ofme; for I thought it beneath me to cry out. But, as 
princes seldom get their meat hot, my legs were not 
scalded, only my stockings and breeches were in a sad 
condition. The dwarf, at my entreaty, had no other 
punishment than a sound whipping. 

I was frequently rallied by the queen upon account 
of my timidity; and she used to ask me whether the 
people of my country were as great cowards as myself. 
Here is an example: — the kingdom is much pestered 
with flies in summer; and these odious insects, each of 
them as big as a Dunstable lark, hardly gave me any 
rest while I sat at dinner, with their continual humming 
and buzzing about my ears. They would somctimes 
alight upon my victuals, and fix upon my nose or 
forehead, whcre they stung me to the quick, leaving 
behind traces of that sticky matter, which, our natural- 
ists tell us, enables those creatures to walk with their 
feet upwards upon a ceiling, though this disgusting mat- 
ter was not visible to the natives of the country, whose 
large optics were not so acute as mine in viewing small 
objects. I had much to do to defend myself against these 
detestable animals, and could not forbear starting when 
they came on my face. It was the common practice of 
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the dwarf to catch a number of those insecta in his hand, ag 
schoolhoys do among us, and let them out suddealy under 
my nose, on purpose to frighten me, and divert the qneen. 
My remedy was to cut them in pieces with my knife, as 
they flew in the air, wherein my dexterity wag much 
admired. 

I remember one morning, when Glumdalclitch had 
set me in a box upon a window, as she usually did in 
fair days to give me an airing (for I durst not venture 
to let the box be hung on a nail out of the window, ag 
we do with cages in England), atter I had lifted up one 
of my sashes, and sat down at my table to eat a piece 
of sweet cake for my breakfast, above twenty wasps, 
allured by the smell, came flying into the room, humming 
louder than the drones of as many bagpipes. Some of 
them seized my cake, and carried it piecemeal away: 
others flew about my Lead and face, confounding me 
with the noise, and putting me in the utmost terror of 
their stings. However, I had the courage to rise and 
draw my sword, and attack them in the air, I de- 
spatched four of them, but the rest got away, and I 
presently shut my window. These insects were as large 
as partridges: 1 took out their stings, found them an 
inch and a half long. and as sharp as necdles. I care-- 
fully preserved them all; and have since shown them, 
with some other curiosities, in several parts of Europe, 
Upon my return to England I gave three of tham to 
frecham College, and kent the fourth for uvveelf 
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CHAPTER IV. 


The Coantry described — A Proposal for correcting modern Maps-— The 
Bing’s Palace, and some Account ot the Metropolis — ‘Lhe Autho.’s Way 
of Traveling — The chicl Temple de-c1ibed 


I now intend to give the 1cader a short description of 
this country, as far as I travelled 1m it, which was not 
above two thousand mules round Lorbrulgrud, the 
metropolis. For the quecn, whom [ always attended, 
uever went farther when she aceompamed the king in 
his progresses, and staycd at that point till his majesty 
returned from viewing his frontuis. The whole extent 
of this prince’s dominions reaches abont six thousand 
miles in length, and from thice to five in breadth ; 
whence I cannot but conclude, that our geographers ot 
Europe we ina gieat error, by supposmg nothing but 
sea between Japan and California. For it was ever my 
opinion, that there must be a balance of earth to coun- 
terpoise the great continent of Tartary: and therefore 
they ought to correct their maps and charis, by joining 
this vast tract of land to tho north-west parts of 
America, wherein I shall be ready to lend them my 
assistance. 

The kingdom is a peninsula, terminated to thé north- 
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east by a ridge of mountains thirty miles high, which 
is altogether impassable by reason of the volcanoes upon 
the tops: neither do the most Jearned know what sort 
of mortals inhabit beyond those mountains, or whether 
they be inhabited at all. On the three other sides, it is 
bounded by the ocean. There is not one seaport in the 
whole kingdom ; and those parts of the ocean into which 
the rivers fall, are so full of pointed rocks, and the sea is 
generally so rough, that 1t 1s dangcrous to venture on 
it with their boats; so that these people are wholly ex- 
eluded from any commerce with the rest of the world. 

But the large rivers are full of vessels, and abound 
with execllent fish: but they seldom get any from the 
sea, because the sca-fish are of the same size as those 
in Europe, and, consequently, not worth catching: 
whercby it is manifest that nature, in the production 
of plants and animals of so extraordinary a bulk, is 
wholly confined to this continent, of which I leave the 
reasons to be determined by philosophers. 

The country is well inhabited, for it contains fifty- 
one cities, nearly a hundred walled towns, and a great 
number of villages. To satisfy my curious reader, i 
nay . a to describe Loibrulgrud. This city 
stands almost two equal parts, on each side of 
the river that passes through it. It contains above 
eighty thousand houses, and about six hundred 
thousam! 4yhabitants. It is, in length, three glomgiungs 






A VOYAGE TO BROBDINGNAG. 127 


(which make about fifty-four English miles), and two 
and a half in breadth; as I measured it myself in the 
royal map made by the king’s order, which was laid on 
the ground on purpose for me. It extended a 
hundred feet, and I paced the diameter and circum- 
ference several times barefoot, and computing by the 
scale, measured it pretty exactly. 

The king’s palace is not a regular edifice, but a heap 
of buildings, about seven miles round : the chief rooms 
are generally two hundred and forty feet high, and 
broad and long in proportion. A coach was allowed to 
Glumndalecliteh and me, in which her governess fre- 
quently took her out to see the town, or go among the 
shops ; and I was always of the party, carried in my 
box; although the girl, at my own desire, would often 
take me out, and hold me in her hand, that 1 might 
more conveniently view the houses and the people, as 
we passed along the streets. I reckoned our coach to 
be about a square of Westminster Hall, but not quite 
sohigh: however, I cannot be very exact. One day the 
governess ordered the coacliman io stop at several shops, 
where the beggars, watching their opportunity, crowded 
to the sides of the coach, and presented me with the 
most horrible spectacle that ever a European eye 
beheld. There was a fellow with a wen in his neck, 
larger than five wool-packs; and another with a couple 
of wooden legs, each about twenty feet high. But the 
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most hateful sight of all was the lice crawling on their 
elothes. I could see distinctly the limbs of these ver- 
min with my naked eye, much better than those ef a 
European louse thiough a microscope, and also their 
snouts, with which thcy rooted hke swine. They were the 
first I had ever beheld, aud I should have bcen curious 
enough to dissect one of them, if I had had proper in- 
struments, but these I had unluckily left behind me in 
the ship, although, indeed, the sight was so nauseous, 
that it perfectly turned my stomach. 

Besides the laige boa in which I was usually carried, 
the queen ordcred a smaller one to be made for me, of 
about twelve fect square, and ten high, for the con- 
venience of tiavelling ; bécause the other was somewhat 
too large for Glumdalclitch’s lap, and cumbersome in 
the cariliage: it was made by the sanie artist, whom ] 
directed in the whole design. This travelling closet 
was an exact square, with a window in the middle of 
three of the squares, and cach window was latticed with 
iron wire on the outside, to prevent accidents in long 
journeys. On the fomth side, which had no window, 
twottrong staples were fixed, through which the person 
that carried me, when I had a mind to be on horschack, 
put a leathern belt, and buckled it about his waist, 
This was always the office of some grave trusty servant, 
in whom I could confide, whether I attended the king 
aod queen in their progresses, or were disposed to ste 
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the gardens, or pay a visit to some great lady or 
minister of state in the court, for [ soon began to be 
known and estéemcd among the greatest ofhcers — I 
suppose more upon the account of their majesties’ favor 
than any merit of ny own. In journeys, when I was 
weary of driving, a servant on horschack would buckle 
on my box, and place it on a cusluon before him; and 
there I had a full prospect of the country on three sides, 
from my three windows. I had, m this closet, a field- 
bed and a hammock hung from the ceiling, two chairs, 
and a table, neatly screwed to the floor, to prevent being 
tossed about by the agitation of the horse or the coach. 
And having been long used to sea voyages, these 
motions, although sometimes very violent, did not 
mtich disconipose me. 

Whenever I had a mid to see the town, it was 
always in my travelling closet; which Glumdalehtch 
held in her lap in a lund of open sedan. after the fashion 
of the country, borne by four men, and attcnded by two 
others in the quecn’s hvery. The people, who had often 
heard of me, were very curious to crowd about the 
sedan, and the girl was complaisant enough to make the 
bearers stop, and to take me in her hand, that I might 
ve more conveniently seen. 

I was very desirous to sco the chief temple, and par- 
ticularly the tower belonging to it, which is reckoned 

‘the highest in the kingdom. Accordingly, one day my 
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nurse carried me thither, but I may truly say I came 
back disappointed; for the height is not above three 
thousand feet, reckoning from the grountl to the highest 
pinnacle top ; which, allowing for the difference between 
the size of those people and us in Europe, is no great 
matter for admiration, nor at all equal in proportion, if 
I rightly remember, to Salisbury steeple. But not to 
detract fiom the greatness of a nation, to which, during 
my life, I shall acknowledge myself extremely obliged, 
it must be allowed, that whatever this famous tower 
wants in height, is amply made up in beauty and 
strength ; for the walls are nearly a hundred feet thick, 
built of hewn stone, each of which is about forty feet 
square, and adorned on all sides with statues of gods 
and emperors, cut in marble larger than life, placed in 
their several niches. I measured a little finger which 
had fallen down from one of these statues, and lay un- 
perceived among some rubbish, and found it exactly 
four feet and an inch in Jength. Glumdalclitch wrapped 
it up in her handkerchief, and carried it home in her 
pocket, to keep among other trinkets, of which the girl 
was very fond, as children at her age usually are. 

The king’skitchen is, indeed, a noble building, vaulted 
at top, and about six hundred feet high. _ The great oven 
is not so wide, by ten paces, as the c at St. Panl’s; 
for I measured the latter on purpose after my return. 
But if I should describe the kitchen grate, the prodigious 


A VOYAGE TO BROBDINGNAG. 131 


pots and kettles, the joints of meat turning on the spits, 
with many other particulars, perhaps 1 should be hardly 
believed; at least a severe critic would be apt to think 
T enlarged a little, as travellers are often suspected to do. 
To avoid which censure, I fear I have run too much into 
the other extreme, and that if this treativxe should happen 
to be translated into the language of Brobdingnag (which 
is the general name of that kingdom), and transmitted 
thither, the king and his people would have reason to 
complain that I had done them an injury, by a false and 
diminutive representation. 

His majesty seldom keeps above six hundred horses 
in his stables; and they are generally from fifty-four to 
sixty feet high. But, when he gocs abroad in state on 
solemn days, he is attended by a military guard of five 
hundred horse, which, indeed, I thought was the most 
splendid sight I had ever seen, till I saw part af his 
army in battalia, whereof I shall find another opportunity 
ors eaking 
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CHAPTER VY. 


heveral Adventures that happened to the Anthor — Carried off by & 
Monkey — Lhe Author shows his Skill in Navigation, 


+ 


I snoutp have hved happy enough im that country, i 
my littleness had not exposed me to several ridiculous 
and troublesome accidents, some of which shall ventura 
to relate Glumdalchtch often carried me mto the gar- 
dens of the court mm my smalle: box, and would some- 
times take me out of it, and hold me 1n her hand, or set 
me down to walk. I remember, before the dwarf left 
the queen, he followed us one day into those gardens, 
and my nurse having sct me down, he and I being close 
together, near some dwarf apple-trces, I took it to my 
lead to show my wit, by a silly comparison between him 
and the trees, which happens to hold in their language 
as it does in ours Wheicupon, the malicious rogue, 
watching his oppo: tamity, when I ygge walking under ene 
of them, shook 1t directly over es by which a 
duzen apples, cach of them near as lage as a Bristol 
barrel, cate tumbling about my > one of them hi 
me on the back as‘] chanced to stdOp, and knocked ame 
down flat an mv fave: but I recerved no other hurt. amd 
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the dwarf was pardoned at my desire, because T had 
given the prevocation. : 

Ansther day, Glumdalclitch lef me on a smooth grass- 
plot to divert myself, while she walked at some distance 
with her governess. In the mean time, there suddenly 
fell such a violent shower of hail, that I wasimmediately, 
by the force of it, struck to the ground: and when I was 
down, the hailstones gave me such crue! bangs all over the 
body, as if I liad been pelted with tennis-balls : however 
I made shift to creep on all fours, and shelter myself, by 
lying flat on my face, on the lec side of a border of 
lemon-thyme; but so bruised trom head to foot, that I 
could not go abroad for ten days. This is not at all ta 
be wondered at, because nature, in that eountry, ob- 
serving the same proportion through all her operations, 
a hailstone is nearly eighteen hundred times as large as 
one in Europe; the truth of which 1 can vonch from 
experience, having been so curious as to weigh and 
measure them. 

But a more ( “qngerous accident happened to me in 
the same garden, when my little nurse, believing she 

put me in a sed\re place (which I often entreated 
to do, that I might enjoy my own thouglits), and 
faving left my box at home, to avoid the trouble of 
carrying it, went 1e another part of the garden with her 
governess and sonic ludies of her acquaintance. While 
she was Absent, and out of hearing, a small white spaniel 
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that belonged to one of the chief gardeners, having got 
by accident into the garden, happened to range near the 
place where I lay: the dog, following the scent, caine 
directly up, and taking me in his mouth, ran straight to 
his master wagging his tail, and set me gently on the 
ground. By good fortune be had been so well taught, 
that I was carried between his teeth without the least 
hurt, or even damage to my clothes. But the poor 
gardener, who knew me well, and had a great kindness 
for me, was ina terrible fright: he gently took me up 
in both his hands, and asked me how I did; but I was 
so amazed and ont of breath, that Y could not speak a 
word, In a few ininutes I came to myself, and he car- 
ried me safe to my little nurse, who, by this time, had 
returned to the place where she left me, and was in a 
terrible agony that I did not appear, nor answér when 
she called. She severely reprimanded the gardener on 
account of his dog. But the thing was hushed up, and 
never known at court, for the girl was afraid of the 
queen’s anger; and truly, as to myself, I thought it 
would not be to my credit that such a story should go 
about. 

This accident absolutely detceatued Glumdalelitch 
nevertc trust me abroad for the future out of her sight. 
I had been long afraid of this resolution, and therefore 
concealed from her some little unlucky adventures, that 
bappened, in those times when I was left by myself 
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Once a kite, hovering over the garden, made a stoop at 
me, and if I had not resolutely drawn my swoid, and 
run under a thick espalicr, he would have certainly 
carried me away in his talons. Another time, walking 
to the top of a fresh molehill, I fell to my neck in the 
hole, through which that animal had cast up the earth, 
and coined some lie, not worth remembering, to excuse 
myself for spoiling my clothes. I likewise broke my 
right shin against the shell of a snail, which I happened 
to stumble over, as I was walking alone and thinking on 
poor England. 

T cannot tell whether I was more pleased or mortified 
to observe, in those solitary walks, that the smaller birds 
did not appear to be at all afraid of me, but would hop 
about within a yard’s distance, looking for worns and 
other food, with as much indifference and scnse of 
security as if no creature at all were near them. I re- 
member, a thrush had the confidence to snatch out of 
my hand, with his bill, a piece of cake that Glumdalclitch 
had just given me for my breakfast. When Lattempted 
to catch any of these birds, they would boldly turn 
against me, endeavouring to peck my fingers, which I 
durst not venture within their reach; and then they 
would hop back unconcerned, to hunt for worms or 
snails, as they did before, But one day, I took a thick 
cudgel, and threw it with all my strength oo luckily, at 
a linnet, that I knocked him down, and seizing him by 
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the neck with both my hands, ran with lim im triumph 
to my nuise. However, the bird, who had only been 
stunned, recovering himself, gave me so many boxed 
with his wings, on both sides of ny head and body, 
thongh I held him at arm's-length, and waa out of the 
reach of his claws, that I was twenty times on the point 
of Jetting him go. But I was soon relieved by one of 
our servants, who wrung off the bird’s neck, and I had 
him the next day for dinner, by the queen’s command, 
This linnet, as nearly as ] can remember, seemed to be 
somewhat larger than an English swan. 

The queen, who often used to hear me talk of my 
sea-voyages, and took every occasion to divert me when 
I was melancholy, asked me whether I untlerstood how 
to handle a sail or an oar, and whether a little exercise 
of rowing night not be conducive to my health? I 
answered that 1 understood both very well: for although 
my proper employment had heen to be surgeon or 
doctor to the ship, yet often, upon a pinch, I waf forced 
to work lke a common marincr. But I could not see 
how this could be done in their country. where the 
sraallest wherry wayequal to a first-rate man of war 
among us; and sneh a boat as 1 eould manage would 
never live in any of their rivers. Fler majesty said, ‘If 
J would contrive 4 boat, her own joiner should make it, 
and she would provide a place for me to sgilin.s The 
fellow was an ingenious workman, and by my instrtie« 
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tions, in ten days, fimshed a pleasure-boat, with all ita 
tackling, able conveniently to hold aght Europeans. 
When it was finished, the queen was so delighted, that 
she ran with it im her lap to the hing, who ordered 1t to 
be put into a cistern full of water, with me im it, by 
way of trial; where I could not manage my two sculls, 
er httle oars, for want of room But the queen had 
before contrived another piojyect She ordcred the 
joiner to make a woodcn trough of three hundred feet 
long, fifty broad, and eight deep, which being well 
pitched to prevent leaking, was placed on the floor along 
the wall, in an outer room of the palace It had a tap 
near the bottom to let out the water, when 1t began tu 
grow stale; and two servants could easly fill 1t m half 
an hour. THH«ie I often used to row for my own 
diversion, as will as thit of the queen and her ladies, 
who were entertamed with my shilland agility Some- 
times I would put up my sail, and thcn my business 
was only to steer, whilc the ladies gave me a gale with 
then fans; and, when they were wcary, some of their 
pages would blow my sail forward with tho breath, 
while I showed my art by steexiny starboard or lai board 
as I pleased When I had done, Glumdalelitch always 
¢arried back my boat into hez closet, and hung it on a 
nail to dry " 

In this exercise I once met an accident, wlnch nearly 
gost me my life; fet, one of the pages havmg put my 
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boat into the trough, the governess who attended Glum- 
dalclitch, very officiously lifted me up, to place me in 
the boat; but I happened to slip through her fingers, 
and should infallibly have fallen down forty feet, upon 
the floor, if, by the luckiest chance in the world, I had 
_not been stopped by a pin that stuck in the good gentle- 
woman's stomacher: the head of the pin passed between 
my shirt and the waistband of my breeches, and thus I 
was held by the middle in the air, till Glumdalclitch ran 
to my relief. 
~ Another time, one of the servants, whose office 1t was 
to fill my trough every third day with fresh water, was 
& careless as to let a huge frog accidentally slip out of 
ais pail. The frog lay concealed till I was put into my 
boat, but then, seeing a resting-place, climbed up, and 
wnade it lean so much on one side, that I was forced to 
balance it with all my weight on the other to prevent its 
overturning. When the frog had got in, it hopped at 
once half the length of tle boat, and then over my head, 
backwards and forwards, daubing my face and clothes 
with its odious slime. The largeness of its features 
made it appear the most deformed animal that can be 
conceived. However, I desired Glumdalclitch to let me 
deal with it alone. I banged it a good while with one 
of my sculls, and at last forced it to leap out of the 
boat. 
But the greatest danger 1 ever underwent in that 
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kingdom was from a monkey, who belonged to one of 
the clerks of the kitchen. Glumdalclitch had locked me 
up in her closct, while she went somewhere upon busi- 
ness, or a visit. The weather being very warm, the 
closet window was left open, as well as the windows 
and the door of my larger box, in which I usually lived 
because of its size and, convenience. As I sat quietly 
meditating at my table, 1 heard something bounce in 
at my closet-window, and skip about from one side to 
the other; although I was much alarmed, yet 1 ventured 
to look out, but without stirring from my seat; and 
then I saw this frolicsome animal frisking and leaping 
up and down, till at last he came to my box, which he 
seemed to view with great pleasure and curiosity, peep- 
ing in at the door and at every window. I retreated to 
the farther coyner of ny room, or box; but the mon- 
key looking in at every side, put me into such a fright, 
that I wanted presence of mind to conceal myself under 
the bed, as I might casily have done. After some time 
spent in peeping, grinning, and chattering, he at last 
espied me; and reaching one of his paws in at the door, 
as a cat does when she plays with a mouse, although I 
often shifted places to avoid him, he at length seized the 
lappets of my coat, and dragged me out. He took me 
up in his right fore hand, and held me as a nurse does 
a child she is going to suckle, just as I have seen the 
. fame sort of creature do with a kitten in Europe; and 
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when I offered to struggle, he squeezed me go hard, that 
J thought it more prudent to submit. Ihave good reason 
to believe that lie took me for a young one of his oa 
species, by his often stroking my face very gently with 
his other paw. In these diversions he was interrupted 
by a noise at the closet-door, as if somebody were opening 
it: whereupon he suddenly leaped up to the window, 
at which he had come in, and thence upon the leads and 
gutters, walking upon three hands, and holding me in 
the fourth, till he clambered yp a roof next to ours. J 
Jxard Glumdalclitch give a shriek the moment he 
was Carrying me out. The poor girl was almost dis- 
tracted : that quarter of the palace was all in an uproar : 
the servants ran for ladders: the monkey was seen by 
hundreds in the court, sitting upon the ridge of a build. 
ing, holding me lke a baby in one of his fore paws, 
and feeding me with the other, by cramming into my 
mouth some victuals he had squeezed out of the bag 
on one side of his cliaps, and patting me when I would 
not eat, at which inany of the rabble below could not 
orbear Jaughing. I think it would be unfair to blame 

m, for, without question, the sight was ridiculous 
enough to everybody but myself. Some of the people 
threw up stones, hoping to drive the monkey down; 
but this was strictly forbidden, otherwise, ygry pro- 
bably, ay brains would have been dashed out, 

The ladders were vow applied, and siounted by 
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several mon; which the monkey observing, and finding 
himself almost encompassed, not being able to make 
speed enough with his thice legs, let me drop on a 11dge 
-tile, and made his escape. Here I sat for some time, 
five hundred yards fium the ground, expecting cvery 
moment to be blown down by the wind, or to fall by my 
own giddiness, and come tumbling over and over from 
the ridge to the caves: but an honest lad, one of my 
nurse’s footmen, climbed up, and putliug me into his 
breeches-pocket, brought me down safe. 

I was almost choked with the filthy stuff the monkcy 
had crammed down my tlioat: but my dear litde 
nurse picked it out of my mouth wath a small needle, 
and then I fell a-vomiting, which gaye me gicat relief 
Yet I was so weak and bruised in the sides with the 
aqueezes piven me by this odious animal, that I was 
forced to keep my bed a fortnight. The hing, queen, 
and all the court sent every day to imyuite after my 
health; and her majesty paid me sevcial visits during 
my sickness. The moukty was killed, and an order 
made that no such animel should be kept about the 
palace, 

When J attended the king after my rccovery, to re- 
turn him thanks for hi» favors, he was pleased to rally 
mea good deal upon this udventnre. He askid me, 
what my thoughts and speculations were while I lay 
in the monkey’s‘paw ? how I liked the victuals he gave 
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me? his manner of feeding? and whether the fresh air 
on the roof had sharpened my stomach,’ He desired to 
know ‘ what I should have done upon such an occasion 
in my own countiy?’ I told his majesty, ‘that in 
Europe we had no monkeys except such as were brought 
for curiosities from other places, and so small that I 
could deal with a dozen of them together, if they pre- 
sumed to attack me. And as for that monstrous 
animal, with whom I was so lately engaged (it was 
indeed as large as an elephant), if my fears had suffered 
me to think so far, as to make use of my sword (look- 
ing fierccly, and clapping my hartd upon the hilt, as I 
spoke), whea he poked his paw into my chamber, 
perhaps I showld have given him such a wound, as 
would have made him glad to withdraw it, with more 
haste than that with which he had put it in. This I 
delivered in a firm tone, like a person who was jealoue 
Jest Lis courage should be called in question. However, 
my speech produced nothing else but a loud laugh, which 
all the respect due to his majesty from those about hint 
could not make them contain. This made me reflect, 
how vain an attempt it is for a man to endeavour to do 
hiragelf honor among those who are above all degrees 
of equality or comparison with him. And yet I have 
seen the moral of my own behaviour very frequently in 
England since my return, where a little contemptible 
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Corn et fal pom este to Lok with mportane, 
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- CWAPTER VI. 
ra 
Several Contrivances of the Author to please the King and Quecn — Hi 
ebows hig Shall yw. Music — ‘Lhe king inquires into the State of Fngland 
wiuch the Antho: descrives to him —- The King 8 Observations thereon, 


Pane ee 
I usrp to attend the king’s tee once or twice a week, 
aud had often seen him under the barber’s hand, which 
indeed was at first very terrible to behold: for the razor 
was alinost twice as long as an ordinary scythe. His 
majesty, according to the custom of the country, was 
ouly shaved twice a weck. I once prevailed on the 
barber to give me some of the suds or lather, out of 
which I jacked forty or fifty of the strongest stumps of 
hair. I then took a piece of fine wood, and cut it like 
the back of a comb, making several holes in it at equal 
distances with as small a necdle as I could get from 
Gdumdalclitch, J fixed in the stumps so uicely, scraping 
and sloping then with my hoite towards the peints, 
that I made a very tolerable comb. 
And this puts me in mind of an amusement, in which 
I spent many of my Jei,ure hours. I desired the queen’s 
maid to save fol me the combings of her majesty’s hair, 
and in time I collected a good quantity; and consult- 
ing with my friend the cabinet-makcr, who had re- 
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ceived penera] orders to do little jubs for me, I directed 
him to make two chai: frames, no larger than those J 
had in my box, and to bore little holes with a fine awl, 
round those parts whee I designed the backs and seats; 
through these holes I wove the strongest hairs I could 
pick out, just after the manner of cane chairs in Eng- 
Jand. When they were finished, I made a present of 
them to her majesty, who kept them in her cabinet, 
and used to show them as curiositics, as indeed they 
were the wonder of every one that beheld them. The 
queen would have had me sit upon one of these chairs, 
but [absolutely refused to obcy her, protesting I would 
rather die a thousand deaths than put to so base a 
purpose those precious hairs, that once adorned her 
majesty’s head. Of these hairs, as I had a good 
mechanical genius, I hhewise made a ucat little purse,’ 
about five fect long, with her majesty’s name worked 
in gold letters, which 1 gave to Ghundalclitch by the 
queen’s consent. To say the truth, 14 was more for show 
than use, being not strong enough to bear the weight 
of the larger coins, and therefore she kept nothing in it’ 
but some little toys that girls are fond of: 

The king, who delighted in music, had trequent con- 
certs at court, to which I was somctimes carricd, and 
sct in my box on the table to hear thein; but the noise 
was so great that I could hardly distivgdish the tunes. 
IT am confident that all the drums and trumpets of a 
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royal army, beating and sounding together just at one’s 
ears, could not equal it. My practice was to have my 
box removed froin the place where the performers sat, 
as far as I could, then to shut the doors and windows 
of it, and draw the window curtains; after which I 
found their music not disagreeable. 

T had learned in my youth to play a little upon the 
piano. Glumdalclitch kept one in her chamber, and a 
master attended twice a weck to teach her: I called it 
a piano, because it somewhat resembled that instrument, 
and was played upon in the same manner. A fancy 
came into my head that I would entertain the king and 
queen with an English tune upon this instrument. But 
this appeared extremely ‘difficult; for the piano was 
nearly sixty feet Jong, each key being almost a foot 
wide, so that with my arms bxtended I could not reach 
to above five keys, and to press them down required a 
good stnart stroke with my fist, which would be too 
great a labor, and to no purpose. The method I con- 
trived was this: I prepared two round sticks, about the 
size of common cudgels; they were thicker at one end 
than the other, and I covered the thicker ends with 
pieces of a mouse’s skin, in order that by rapping on 
them ] might neither damage the tops of the keys nor 
interrupt the d. Before the piano a bench was 
placed, about four feet below the keys, and I was put 
upon the bench. J ran sideways upon it, this wav and 
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that, as fast as I could, banging the proper keys with 
my two sticks. I made shift to play a jig, to the 
great satisfaction of both their majesties; but it was 
the most violent exercise I ever underwent; and yet ] 
could not strike above sixteen keys, nor, consequently, 
play the bass and treble together, as other artists do ; 
Which was a great disadvantage to my performance. 
The king, who, as I before observed, was a prince of 
excellent understanding, would frequently oider that I 
should be brought in my box, and set upon the table in 
his study : he would then command me to bring one of 
my chairs out of the box and sit down within three 
ards’ distance upon the top of the cabinet, which 
brought me almost on a level with his face. In this 
manner I had several conversations with him. TI one 
day took the freedom to tell his majesty, ‘that the con- 
tempt he discovercd towards Ewope and the rest of 
the world did not sccm answerable to those excellent 
qualities of mind that he was inaster of; that reason 
did not extend itself with the bulk of the body; on the 
contrary, we observed in our country, that the tallest 
persons were usually the least provided with it; that 
among other animals, bees and ant» had the reputation 
lof more industry, art, and sagacity, than many of the 
larger kinds; and that, inconsiderable as he took me 
to be, I hoped I might live to do his majesty some 
signal service. The king heard me with attention, and 
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began to conceive a much better Opinion of mae than he 
had ever before entertained. Ife desired ‘I would give 
him as exact an account of the government of England 
as I possibly could; because, fond as princes commonly 
are of their own sacle (for so he conjectured of other’ 
monarchs by my former observations), he should be 
glad to hear of anything that might deserve imitations 
* Picture to thyself, courteous reader, how often I then 
wished for the tongue of Demosthenes or Cicoro, that 
might have enabled me to celebrate the praises of my 
own dear native conntry, in a Btyle equal to 1s merits 
and felicity Pts 

] began my discourse hy informing his majesty, that’ 
our dominions consisted of two islands, which compose 
three mighty kingdoms, under one sovereign, besides 
our possessiongin Aimcrica.. I dwelt long upon the 
eae) of our soil, and the temperature of our climate. 
: then spoke at large upon the constitution of an English 
parliament; partly made up of an illustrious body, 
called the House of Peers—persons of the noblest blood, 
ad of the most ancient and ample patrimonies. I de- 
suribed that extraordmary care always taken of their 
aducation in arts and aims, to qualify them for being 
sounsellors both 1o the king and kingdom; to have a? 
share in the legislature; to be members of the highest 
sourt of judicature, whence there can be no appeal ¢: 
wid te be chatupions always ready for the defence of 
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their prince and country, by their valur, conduct, and 
fidelity. That these were the ornament and bulwark of 
the kingdom, worthy followers of their most renowned 
‘ancestors, whose honor had been the reward of their 

irtue, from which their Mosterity were never once 
Ge to degenerate. To these were jomed several 
holy persons, as part of that assembly, under the title 
of bishops, whose4peculiar business it 15 to take care of 
religion, and of those who instruct the people therein. 
These were searched and sought out through the whole 
nation, by the prince and his wisest counsellors, among 
stich of the priesthood as were mo-t deservedly dis- 
tinguished by the”sanctity of then lnfe, and the depth of 
theinferudition ; who were indeed the spiritual fathers 
of the clergy and the people. 

That the other part of the patlament consisted of an 
assembly, calicd the [Touse of Commons, who were all 
principal gentlemen, freely picked and culled out by the 
people themselves, for then great abilities and love of 
their country, to represent the wisdom of the whole 
nation, And that these two bodies made up the most 
august assembly in Europe, to whom, in conjunction 
Nith the prince, the whole legislature is comnutted., 

,, I then descended to the Courts of Justice; over whieh 
the judges, those venerable sageg and interpreters of the 
iaw, presided, for determining the djyputed rights and 
pronerties of men. as well as for the punishment of vice 
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jand protection of innocence. I mentioned the prudent 
management of our treasury; the valor and achieve- 
ments of our forces, by sea and land. I computed the 
number of our people, by reckoning how many millions 
there might be of each religious sect, or political party 
among us. I did not omit even our sports and pas- 
times, or any other particular which I thought might 
redound to the honor of my country. And I finished 
all with a brief historical account of affairs and events 
in England for about a hundred years past... ° 

This conversation was not ended under five audiences, 
each of several hours; and the king heard the whole 
‘with great attention, frequently taking notes of what I 
said, as well as memorandums of what questioge he 
intendrd to ask me’ 

When Ihad made an end of these long discourses, his 
majesty, in a sixth audience, consulting his notes, pro- 
posed wnany doubts, qneries, and objections, upon every 
article. LHe asked, ‘ what measnres were used to cul- 
tivate the minds and bodies of our young nobility, and 
in what kind of business they commonly spent the first 
and teachable part of their lives? What course was 
taken to supply that assembly, when any noble family 
became extinct? What qualifications were necessary 
in those who are to be created new Jords; whether 
the humor of the prince, a bribe, or a design of 
strengthcning a party opposed to the public interest, 
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ever happened to be the motives in those advance- 
ments? What share of knowledge these Jords had in 
the laws of their country, and how they came by i, so 
as to enable them to decide the properties of their 
fellow-subjects, m the last resort? Whether they were 
always so free from avarice, partialities, or want, that 1 
bribe or some other sinister view, could have no place 
among them? Whether those hely lords T spoke of 
were always promoted to that rank upon aecount of 
their knowledve in religious matters, and the sanctity 
of thezy lives; had never heen compliers with the tiaes. 
while they were common priesis; or slavish chaplains to 
some nobleman, whose opinious they continned ce 
to follow, after they were admitted into that assembly ? : 
le then desired to know, ‘ what arts were practised 
ifelocting those whoin T called commons; whether a 
stranger with a strong ee might not mfhicnce the 
vulgar voters to,¢ 10031. 1 wn before their own Jandtord, 
‘or the most chitiderahle eentleman im the nei hbour- 
hood? How it came to pass, that people were so 
Siolently bent upon getting into this assembly, which I 
allowed to be a great trouble and expense, often to the 
rum of their familhes, without any salary or pension ; 
because this appeured such an exalted gtram of virtue 
‘and public spirit, that his majesty oe to fancy it 
might possibly not be always sincere?) And he desired 
to know, ‘whether such zealous eeienien could have 
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any views of refimiding themselves for the charges and 
trouble they were at, by sacrificing the publie good te 
the designs of a weak and vicious prince, in conjunction 
with a corrupted ininistry 2? Te multiplied his ques- 
tions, and sifted me thoroughly upon every part of this 
subject, proposing numberless querics and objections, 
which TI think if not prudent and convenient to repeat. 4 

Upon what T said in relation to our courts of justice, 
luis majesty desired to be satisfied in several points: and 
this Tsyas the better aBle to do, having been formerly 
almost ruined by a long suit in chancery, which was de- 
creed for me with costs. He asked, ‘what time was 
usually spent in determining between right and wrong, 
aud what was the degree of expense? Whether advo- 
Gites andfgyators had liberty to plead in cdises manifestly 
known to he unjust, vexatious, or oppressi\e ? Whether 


be of any 






party, in religion or politics, were observed 
weight in the seale of yustice? Whether those pleading 
orators were persons cdaented in the general knowledge 
of equity, or only in provincial, national, and other 
local customs? Whether they or them judges had any 
part in penning those laws, which they assumed the 
liberty of interpreting, and glessing wpon at thei plea- 
sure { Whether they had ever, at diff(rent tunes, pleaded 
for and against the same cause, and [cited precedents to 
prove contrary opinions?) Whither they were arich or 
& poor corporation? Whether they reecived any peeu- 
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niary reward for pleading, or delivering their opinions ? 
And particularly, whether they were ever adimitted as 
members in the Lower [louse ?’ 

He next came to the management of our treasury ; 
and said, ‘ he thonght my memory had fuiled me, because 
I computed our taxes at about five or six mullionsa year, 
and when I came to mention the issues, he found they 
sometimes amounted to more than double; for the notes 
he had taken were very particular in this point, because 
he hoped, as he told ame, that the knowledge of our 
conduct might be useful to him, and he could not be 
deceived in his calculations. But, if what I told lim 
were true, he was still at a loss how a kingdom could 
run out of its estate, like a private person’ He asked 
me ‘who were our creditors; and whore we found 
money to pay them?’ He wondered to hear me talk of 
such expensive wars; ‘that ecamly we must be a 
quarrelsome people, or ive among very bad neighbours, 
aud that our generals aust peed be richer than our 
kings?’ Tle asked ‘what business we had out of aur 
own islands, unless upon the score of trade or treaty, 
or to defind the coasts with our fleet 2’ Above all, he 
was wnazed to hear me talk of a merecnary standing 
army, in the midst of peace, and among a free people, 
Ile said, ‘if we were governed by our own couscnt, in 
the persons of our representatives, be could net imagine 
of whom we were afraid, or against whom we were to 
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fight; and would hear my opinion, whether a private 
man’s house might not be better defended by himself, 
his children, and family, than by half a dozen rascals, 
picked up at hazard in the strects for small wages, who 
might get a hundred times more by cutting their 
throats ?’ 

He laughed at my ‘odd hind of arithmetic,’ as he 
was pleased to call it, ‘in reckoning the numbers of our 
people by a computation drawn from the several sects 
among us in religion and politics.’ He said ‘he knew 
no reason why those, who entertain opinions prejudicial 
to the public, should be obliged to change, or should 
not be obliged to conceal them. As it was tyranny in 
any government to require the first, so it was weakness 
not to enforce the second: for aman may be allowed to 
keep poisons in his closet, but not to vend them for 
cordials.’ 3 =, Cape 

He observed, ‘that among the diversions of our 
nobility and gentry, I had mentioned gaming ; he desired 
to know at what age this entertamment was usually 
taken up, and when it was laid down; how much of 
their time it employed: whether it ever went so high 
as to affect their fortunes; whether mean, vicious people, 
py their dexterity in that art, might not acquire great 
riches, and sometimes keep our very nobles in depen- 
dence, as well as habituate them to vile companions ; 
wholly take them from the improvement of thcir mind, 
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and force them, by the losses they incurred, to learn and 
practise that infamous dexterity upon others.’_~ 

Ifewas perfectly astonished with the historical account 
] gave him of our affairs during the last century ; pro- 
testing 1t was only a heap of conspiracies, rebellions, 
murders, massacres, revolutions, banishments—the very 
worst effects that avarice, faction, hypocrisy, perfidious- 
ness cruelty, rage, madness, hatred, envy, lust, malice. 
and ambition could produce. 

Ifis majesty, in another audience, was at the pains to 
recapitulate the sum of all I had spoken; compared the 
questions he had made with the answers I had given; 
then taking me into his hands, and strohing me gently, 
delivered himself in these words, in a manner I shall 
never forget : ‘My little friend Grildrig, you have made 
amostadmirable panegyzic upon jour country; you have 
clearly proved that ignorance, idleness, and vice, are ei 
proper ingredients for qualifying agyan to be a legislator ; 
that laws are best explained, neato, and applied, 
ly those whose interest and abilities lie in perverting, 
confounding, and eluding them. I observe among you 
some lines of an institution, which in its original might 
have been’ tolerable, but these lalf erased, and the rest 
wholly blurred and blotted by corruption. It does not 
appear, from all you have said, how any one perfection 
is required for procuring any one station among you; 
auch less that men are ennobled on account of thei 
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virtue ; that priests are advanced for their “piety or 
learning; soldiers, for their conduct or valor; judges, 
for their integrity; senators, for the love of their 
country; or counsellors, for their wisdom. As for your- 
sclf,’ continued the king, ‘who have spent the greater 
part of your life in travelling, I am well disposed to 
hope you may hitherto have escaped many vices of your 
country ; but by what I have gathered fiom your own 
relation, and the answers I have with much pains wrung 
and extorted from you, I cannot but conclude the bull 
of your natives to be the most pernicious race of littlé 
odious vernin that nature ever suffered to craw] upon 
the surface of the earth.’ 
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CHAPTER VII. : 


od 


The Anthor’s Love of his Country — He makes a Proposal of munch Advan-, 

4 tage to the King, which is\rejectcd — The Ning’s great Srnorance in 
Politica — The Learning of that Country very imperteet and Confined ~ 
The Laws, and military Affairs, and Partics in the State. 
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Noruina but an extreme love of truth conld have 
hindered me from coheealing this part of my story. It 
was in vain to disclose my resontn*nt, which was 
always turned into ridicule; and I was forced to rest 
with patience, while my noble and beloved country was 
so injuriously treated = # am as heartily sorry as auy of 
my readers can possibly be that such an occasion was 
given; but this prince happened to be so enrious and 
inquisitive upon every particular, that it was not‘con4 
sistent, either with gratitude or good manners, to refuse 
giving him what Kitisfaction I was able. Yet thus 
much I may be allowed to say in my own wudisation, 
that T artfully claded many of his questions, and gave 
® every point a more favorable turn, by many degrees, 
®han the strictness of truth would allow. For I have 
always borne that laudable partiality to my own country 
which Dionysius Llalicarnassensis, with so much canned! 
recommends to a historian: I would hide the frailties 
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and deformities of my political mother, and place her 
virtues and beauties in the most advantageous light. 
This was my sincere endeavour in those many in- 
terviews I had with that monarch, although it un- 
fortunately failed of success. 

But great allowances should be made for a king, who 
lives wholly secluded from the rest of the world, and 
must therefore be altogether unacquainted with the 
manners and customs that most prevail in other nations ; 
the want of which knowledge will ever produce many 
prejudices, and a certain narrowness of thinking, frona’ 
which we, and the politer countries of Europe, are’ 
wholly exempted.. And it would be hard indeed if so 
remote a prince’s notions of virtue and vice were to Le 
offered as a standard for all mankind. 

To confirm: what I have now said, and further to show 
the -miscrable effects of a confined education, I shall 
hore insert a passage, which will hardly obtain belief. 
In hopes to Ingratiate myself further into his majesty's 
favor, I told him of ‘an invention, discovered between 
three and four hundred years ago, to make a certain 
powder, into a heap of wlich the smallest spark of fire 
falling, would «ie the whole in a moment, althougk 
it were as large as a mountain, and make it all fly oh 
the air together, with a noise and agitation preater than 
‘under. That a proper quantity of this powder rammed 
into a hollow tube of brass or iron, according to its size, 
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would drive a ball of iron or lead, with such violence 
and: speed, that nothing was able to resist its force. 
That the largest balls thus discharged, would not only 
destroy whole ranks of an army at once, but batter the 
strongest walls to the ground; sink ships, with a 
thousand men in each, to the bottom of the sea; and 
when linked together by a chain, would cut through 
masts and rigging, divide hundreds of bodies in the 
middle, and lay all waste before them. . That we often 
put this powder into large hollow balls of iron, and 
discharged them by an engine into some city we were 
besieging, which would rip up the pavements, tear the 
houses to pieces, burst and throw splinters on every side, 
dashing out the brains of all who came near-y That I 
knew the ingredients very well, which were cheap and 
common; I understood the manner of compounding 
them, and could direct his workmen how to make those 
tubes, of a size proportionable to all other things in his 
majesty’s kingdom, and the largest need not be above a 
hundred feet long: twenty or thirty of which tubes, 
charged with the proper quantity of powder and balls, 
would batter down the walls of the strongest town in 
his dominions in a few hours, or destroy the whole 
metropolis, if ever it should pretend to dispute his- 
absolute commands. This I hitmbly offered to his 
majesty, as a small tribute of acknowledgment, in return 
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for so many marks that I had received of his royal 
faver and protection.’ YX 

The king was struck with horror at the description I 
had given of those terribie engines, and the proposal I 
had made” ‘IIe was ‘amazed, how so impotent and gro- 
velling an insect as I’ (these were his expressions) 
‘could entertain such inhuman ideas, and in so familiar 
a manner, as to appear wholly unmoved at all the séerés 
of blood and desolation, which 1] had painted, as the 
common effects of those destructive machines; whereof,’ 
he said, ‘some evil genius, enemy to mankind, must have 
been the first contriver. As for himself, he protested, 
that although few things delighted him so much as new 
discoveries in art or in nature, yet he would rather lose 
half his kingdom than be privy to such a secret; which 
he commanded me, as I valued my life, never to divulge 
to any one.’ me - 

A strange elfect of narrow principles and views! that 
a prince possessed of every quality which procures vene- 
ration, love, and esteem; of strong parts, great wisdom, 
and profiuind Iearning, endowed with admirable talents, 
and almost adored by his subjects, should, from a nice 
unnecessary scruple, of which, in Europe, we can have 
ao conception, let slip an opportunity put into his hands 
that would have made him absolute master of the lives, 
the liberties, and the fortuncs of bis people. Neither 
do T say this, with the least intention to detract from 
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ter, Iam sensible, will, on this account, be very much 
lessened in the opinion ef an English reader; but I take 
this defect among this people to have risen from their 
ignorance: — not having hitherto reduced polities int@ 
"i science, as the more acute wits of Europe have done., 
For, I remember very well, in 4 conversation one day 
with the king, when I happened to say ‘there were 
several thousand books among us written upon the art’ 
of government,’ it gave him, directly contrary to my 
intention, a very mean opinion of our understandings. 
He professed both to abominate and despise all mystery, 
refinement, and intrigue, either in a prince or a minister. 
He could not tell what I meant by secrets of state, 
where an enemy, or some rival nation, were not in the 
case. & He coniined the know lalue of noyemine within 
very narrow hounds, to common sense and reason, to 
jtstice and * enity, to the speedy determination of civil 
land criminal canses; with some other obvious topics, 
which are not worth considering. And he gave it as 
his opinion, ‘that whaever could make two cars of 
corn, or two“blades of grass, to grow upon a spot of 
ground, where only one grew before, woulda deserve 
better of mankind, and do more essential service to his, 
country, than the whole race of politicians put together.’ 

The learning of this people is very defective: eon- 
Fisting only of morality, history, poetry, and mathematics, 
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wherein they must be allowed to excel. But the last of 
these is wholly applied to what may be useful in life, to 
the improvement of agriculture, and all mechanical 
arts; so that among us, it would be little esteemed. 
tAnd as to ideas, entities, abstractions, and transcen- 
dentals, 1 could never drive the least conception of them 
into their heads. bp. 

No law of that country must exceed in words the 
number of letters in their alphabet, which consists only 
of two-and-twenty. Dut indeed few of them extend 
even to that length. They are expressed in the most 
plain and simple terms, wherein those people are not 
mercurial enough to discover above one interpretation : 
and to write a comment upon any law is a capital 
erime. As to the decision of civil causes, or proceed- 
ings against(criminals, their precedents are so few, that 
they have little reason to boast of any extraordinary 
skill in either. _ 

They have had the art of printing, as well as the 
Chinese, tine ont of inind; but their libraries are not 
very large ; for that of the king, which is reckoned the 
largest, does not ainount to above a thousand volumes, 
placed in a gallery of twelve hundred feet long, whence 
] had hhberty to borrow what books I pleased. The 
queen’s joiner had contrived in one of Glumdalclitch’s 
rooms a kind of wooden machine, five-and-twenty feet 
high, formed like a standing ladder; the steps Vere 


A VOYAGE TO BROBDINGNAG. 163 


each fifty feet long; it was indeed a movable pair of 
stairs, the lowest end placed at ten feet distance from 
the wall of the chamber. The book I had a mind to 
read, was put up leaning against the wall: I first 
mounted to the upper step of the ladder, and turning 
my face towards the book, began at the top of the page, 
and so walking to the right and left, about eight or ten 
paces, according to the length of the lines, till I had 
got a little below the level of mine eyes, and then 
descending gradually till 1 came to the bottom: after 
which I mounted again, and began the other page in 
the same manner, and so turned over the leat; which I 
could easily do with both my hands, for it was as thick 
and as stiff as pasteboard, and in the Jargest folios not 
above eighteen or twenty feet long. 

4+’Their style is clear, magguline, and smooth, but not 
florid; for they avoid nothing more than multiplying 
unnecessary wolds, or using various expressions. I have 
perused many of their books, especially those m history 
and morality. Among the rest, I was much diverted 
with a litile old treatise, which always lay in Glumdal- 
clitch’s bedchamber, and belonged ta her governess, a 

rave elderly gentlewoman, who dealt in writings of 
‘morality and devotion. The book treats ofthe weakness 
of human kind, and is in little esteem, except among 
the women and the vulgar. However, I was curious te 
see what an author of that country could say upon ‘such 
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a subject. This writer went thr ough all the usual to- 
pics of European moralists, showing ‘ how diminutive, 
‘contemptible, and helpless an animal was man in his 
own nature; how unable to defend himself from in- 
clemencies of the air, or the fury of wild beasts; how 
much he was excelled by one creature in siiengths by 
another in speed, by a third in foresight, by a fourth in 
industry.’ He added, ‘that nature was degenerated in 
these latter declining ages of the world, and could now 
produce only pigmics, in comparison with those in 
ancient times.’ He said, it was very reasonable to 
think, not only that the species of men were originally 
much larger, but also that there must have been giants 
in former ages: which, as it is “asserted by history and 
tradition, so it has been confirmed by huge bones and 
skulls, gasually dug up in ral parts of the kingdom, 
far excecding the common dwindled race of men in our 
days.’ He argucd, ‘that the very laws of mature abso- 
lutely required we should have been made, in the be- 
ginning, of a size more large and robust; not so liable 

destruction from every little accident, as that of a 

2 falling from a house, or a stone east from the hand 
of a boy, or being drowned ina little brook.’ From 
way of reasoning, the author drew several moral ay 
cations, useful in the conduct of life, but negdless here 
to repeat. For my own part, I could not avoid reflect- 
ing how universally this talent was spread, of drawing 
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fectures in morality, or indeed rather matter of dis- 
content and repining, from the quarrels we rajse with 
nature. And I believe, wpon a strict inte, the 
quarrels might be shown as ill-grounded among us as 
they are among that people. 

As to their military affairs, they beast chat the king’s 
army consists of a hundred and seventy-six thousand 
foot, and thirty-two thousand horse: if that may be 
called an army which is made up of tradesmen in the 
several cities, and farmers in the country, whose com- 
manders are only the nobility aad gentry, without pay 
or reward. They are indecd perfect enough in their 
exercises, and under very good discipline, wherein I saw 
no great merit; for how should it be otherwise, where 
every farmer is under the command of his own land- 
lord, and every citizen under that of the principal men 
in his own city, chosen, after the manner of Venice, 
by ballot yes 

I have often seen the militia of Lorbrulgrud drawn 
out to exercise, in a great field near the city of twenty 
miles square. They were in all not about twenty-five 
thousand foot, and six thousand horse; but it was im- 

‘possible for me to compute their number, considering 
' the space of ground they took up. <A cavalier mounted 
on a large steed might be about ninety fet high. I 
have seen this whole body of horse, upon a word of 
command, draw their swoids at once, and brandish them 
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in the air. Imagination can figure nothing so grand; 
Ko surprising and so astonishing! it looked as if ten 
thousand flashes of lightning were darting at the same 
‘time from every quarter of the sky -— | 

I was curiogs to know how this prince, to whose 
dominions theret4 no access from any other country, 
came to think of armies, or to teach his people the 
practice of military disciplme. But I was soon informed, 
both by conversation and reading their histories; for, 
in the course of many ages, they have been troubled 
with the same disease to which the whole race of man- 
kind is subject; the nobility often contending for 
power, the people for liberty, and the king for absolute 
dominion. All which, however happily tempered by the 
laws of that kingdom, have been sometimes violated 
by each of the three parties, and have more than once 
occasioned civil wars. The last of these was happily put 
an end to by this prince’s grandfather, an a general 
composition, and the militia, then pacified, has been 
ever since kept in the strictest duty. ~ ) 


VOYAGE TO BROBDINGNAG. 167 


CHAPTER VIII. 


The King and Queen make a Progress to the Frontiers— The Author 
attends them — The Manner in which he leaves the Country particularly 
related -——- He returns to England. 


af 

I wap always a strong conviction that I should some 
time recover my liberty, though it was impo-sible te 
conjecture by what means, or to form any preject with 
the least hope of succeeding. ‘The ship in which | 
sailed was the first ever known to have been diiven 
within sight of that coast, and the king had given strict 
orders, ‘that if at any time another appeared, it should 
be taken ashore, and with allits crew and pas-cnggrs 
brought in a tumbril to Lorbrulgrud.’ 4 

I was indeed treated with much kindness: I wag the 
favorite of a preat hing and queen, and the delight of 
the whole court; but it was upon such a footing 
il] became the dignity of human-kind. J could never 
forget those domestic pledges I had left LUchind me. I 
wanted to be among people, with whom I could converse 
upon even terms, aud walk about the streets and fields 
without being alraid of being trod to death lke a frog 
or a young puppy. But my deliverance came sooner 
pee l expected, and in a manner get very usual: the 
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whole story and circumstances of which I shall fafthfully 
relate. 

1 had now been two years in this country; and about 
the beginning of the third, Glumdalclitch and I atten- 
ded the king and queen, in a progress to the south coast 
of the hingdom. 1 was carried, as usual, in my travel- 
ling-box, which, as T have already described, was a 
very convenient closet of twelve feet wide. And I had 
ordered a hammock to be fixed, by silken ropes, from the 
‘four corners at the top, to break the jolts, when a servant 
earricd me before him on horseback, as I sometimes 
desired; and would often sleep in my hammock, while 
we vere upon the road. On the roof of my closet, not 
directly over the middle of the hammock, 1 ordered the 
joiner to cnt a hole of a foot square, to give me air in 
hot weather, as I slept; which hole I shut at pleasure 
wifh a bomd that drew backwards and forwards through 
a groove. 

When we came to our journey’s end, the king thought 
proper to pass a few days at a palace he has near Flan- 
flusnic, a cily within vighteen English miles of the sea- 
side. Glumdalelitch aud I were much fatigued: I had 
caught a small cold, but the poor girl was so ill as to 
be confined to her chamber. I Jonged to see the ocean, 
which must be the only scene of my escape, if ever it 
should happen. J pretended to be worse than I really 
Was, and desired lvave to take the fresh air of the sea 
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with a page, whom I was very fond of, and who had 
sometimes been trusted with me. I shall never forget 
with what unwillingness Glumdalclitch consented, nor 
the strict charge she gave the page to be careful of me, 
bursting at the same time into a flood of tears, as if she 
had some foreboding of what was to happen. The boy 
took me out in my box, about half an hour’s walk from 
the palace, towards the rocky on the sea-shore. I ordered 
him to set me down, and lifting up one of my sashes, 
cast many a wistful melancholy look towards the sea. I 
found myself not very well, and told the page that I 
had a mind to take a nap in my hammock, which I 
hoped would do me good. I got in, and the boy shut 
the window close down to keep out the cold. I soon fell 
asleep, and all I can conjecture is, that while I slept, the 
page, thiuking no danger could happen, went among 
the rocks to look for birds’ eggs, having before observed 
him from my window searching about, and picking up 

or two in the clefts. ,a7Be this as it may, I fuund 
myself suddenly awaked with a violent pull upon the 
ring, which was fastened at the top of my box, for the 
convenience of carriage. I felt my box raised very high 
in the air, and then borne forward with prodigious 
speed. The first jolt all but shook me out of my ham- 
mock, but afterwards the motion was casy enough. I 
called out several times as loud as I could raise my 
voice, but all to no purpose. I looked towards my 


—_ 
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windows, and could see nothing but the clouds and 
sky. I heard a noise just over my head, like the clap- 
ping of wings, and then began to realise the woeful 
condition I was in: that some eagle had got the ring 
of my box in his beak, with an intent to Iet it fall on a 
10ck, like a tortoise in a shell, and then pick out my 
bodv, and devour it; for the sagacity and smell of this 
Lird enable him to discover lis prey at a great dis- 
tance, though better concealed than I could be within a 
two-inch board. 

In a little time, 1 observed the noise and flutter of 
wings to increase very fast, and my box was tossed up 
and down, like a sign-board in a windy day. I heard 
several bangs or buffets, as I thought, given to the eagle 
(for such I am certain it must have becu that held the 
ring of my box in his beak), and then, all on a sudden, 
felt myself falling perpendicularly down, for above a 
minute, but with such incredible swiftness, that I almost 
lost my breath. My fall was stopped by a terrible squash, 
that sounded Jouder to my ears than the cataract of 
Niagara; after which 1 was quite in the dark for another 
minute, and then my box began to rise so high, that I 
could see lights from the tops of the windows. J now 
perceived I had fallen into the sea. My box, by the 
weight of my body, the goods that were in, and the 
broad plate of iron fixed for strength at the four coiners 
of the top and bottom, rioated about five feet deep m 
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water. J did then and do now suppose, that the eagle 
which flew away with my box was pursued by two or 
three others, and forecd to let me drop, while he de- 
fended himself against the rest, who hoped to share in 
the prey. The plates of iron fastened at the bottom of 
the box, for those were the strongest, preserved the 
balance while it fell, and hindered it fiom being broken 
on the surface of the water. Every joint of it was well 
grooved; and the door did not move on hinges, but up 
and down like a sash, which kept my closet so tight, 
that very little water came in. I got with much dif_i- 
culty out of my hammock, having first ventured to 
draw back the slip-board on the roof already men- 
tioned, contrived on purpose to Ict in air, for want of 
which I found myself almost stitled. 

How often did I then wish myself with my dear 
Glumdalclitch, from whom one single hour had so far 
divided me? And I may say with truth, that in the 
midst of my own mnisfortrmes I could not forbefr 
lamenting the Joss of my poor nurse, the gricf she 
would suffer, the displeasure of the queen, and the ruin 
of her fortune. Perhaps many travellers have note 
been under greater diflicultics and distress than I was 

this juncture, expecting every moment to sec my hox 
dashed to pieces, or at least overset by the first violent 
blast, or rising wave. <A breach in one single pane 
of glass would have becn immediate death: nor could 
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anything have preserved the windows, but the lattice 
wires on the outside, constructed against accidents in 
travelling. [saw the water ooze in at several crannies, 
Although the leaks were not considerable, and I endea- 
voured to stop then as wellas I could. I was not able 
to lift up the roof of my closet, which otherwise I cer- 
tainly should have done and sat on the top of it; where I 
might at least preserve mysclf some hours longer, than 
by being shat up in the bold, as Tmay call it. Or if] 
esca, ed these dangers for a day or two, what could I 
expect but auuserable death from cold and hunger? 
! was four hours under these circumstances, expecting, 
and indevd wishing, every moment to be my last. 

T have already told the reader that there were two 
strong staples fixed upon the side of my box which had 
no window, and itto which the servant who used to 
earry me on horseback weuld put a leathern belt, 
and buckle it about hiswaist. Deing in this disconsolate 
@ate, TL heard, or at least thought I heard, some kind of 
grating noise on that side of my box where the staples 
were fixed ; and soon affer I began to fancy that the box 
was pulled or towed along the sea ; for I now and then 
felt a sort of tugging, which made the waves rise near 
the tops of my windows, leaving me almost in the dark. 

This gave me some faint hopes of relief, although I 
was not able to inagine how it could be brought about. 
1 ventured to upgerew one of my chairs, which were 
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always fastened to the floor; and having made a hard 
shift to screw it down again, directly under the slip- 
ping-board that I had lately opened, T mounted on the 
chair, and putting my mouth as near as I could to the 
hole, I called for help in a Joud voice, and in all the 
Janguages T understood. I then fastened my handker- 
chief to a stick I usually carried, and, thrusting it up 
the hole, waved it several times in the air, so that if 
any boat or ship were near, the scamen might con- 
jecture some unhappy mortal fo be shut up in the box.. 
I found no result from all I could do, but plainly 
perceived my closet to be moved along; and in the 
space of an hour, or longer, that side of the box where 
the staples were, and had no windows, struck against 
something that was hard. 1 apprehended it to be a 
rock, and found mysclf tossed more than ever. I plainly 
heard a noise upon the cover of my closet, like that of 
acable, and the grating of it as if passed through the 
ring. I then found inyself hoisted up, by degrees, at 
least three feet higher than I was before. Whicreupon 
T again thrust up my stick and handkerchief, calling 
for help till L was almost hoarse. In return to which, 
] heard a great shout repeated three times, giving me 
such transports of joy as are not to be conceived but 
by those who feel them. I now heard a trampling over 
my head, and somebody calling through the hole witha 
loud voice, in the English tongue, ‘If there be anybody 
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below, let them speak.’ I answered, ‘I was an English- 
man drawn by ill fortune into the greatest calamity 
that ever any creature underwent, and begged, by all 
that was human, to be delivered ont of the dungeon 1] 
was in.’ The voice replied, ‘I was safe, for my box was 
fastened to their ship; and the carpenter should imme- 
diately come and saw a hole in the cover, large enough 
to pull me out.’ J answered ‘ that was needless, and 
would take up too much time; for there was no more 
to be done, but Iet one of the crew put his finger into 
the ring, and take the box out of the sca into the ship, 
and so into the captain’s cabin.’ Some of them, upon 
hearing me talk so wildly, thought 1 was mad; others 
laughed ; for indeed it never occurred to me that [ had 
now got among people of my own stature and strength. 
The carpenter came, and in a few minutes sawed a pas- 
sage about four feet square, then let down a small 
ladder, upon which I mounted, and thence was taken 
into the ship in a very weak condition. 

The sailors were all in amazement, and asked me a 
thousand questions, which I had no inelination to 
answer. I was equally confounded at the sight of so 
many pigmies, for such I took them to be after my 
eyes had been so long accustomed to the monstrous 
objects I had left. But the captam, Mr. Thomas Wil- 
cocks, an honest wortliy Shropshire man, observing I 
was ready to faint, took me into his cabin, gave mea 
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cordial to comfort me, and made me turn in upon his 
own bed, advising me to takea little rest, of which I had 
great necd. Betore I went to sleep, I gave him to un- 
derstand that I had some valuable furniture in my box, 
too good to be lost: a fine hammock, a handsome field- 
bed, two chairs, a table, and a cabinet; that my closet 
was hung on all sides, or rather quilted with silk and 
cotton; that if he would Jet one of the crew bring my 
closet into his cabin, I would open it there before hin, 
and show him my goods. The captain, hearing me utter 
these absurdities, concluded I was raving; however, I 
suppose to pacify me, he promised to give orders as 1 
desired, and going upon deck sent some of his men 
down into my closet, whence, as I afterwards found, 
they drew up all my goods and stripped off the quilting ; 
but the chairs, cabinet, and bedstead being screwed to 
the floor, were much damaged by the ignorance of the 
seamen, who tore them up by force. Then they knocked 
off some of the boards for the use of the ship, and when 
they had got all they had a mind for, let the hull drop 
into the sea, which, by reason of many breaches made 
in the bottom and sides, sank outright. And, indeed, 
I was glad not to have been a spectator of the havoc 
they made; becanse I am confident it would have 
sensibly touched me, by bringing former scenes into 
my mind which I would rather have forgot. 

[ slept some hours, but perpetually disturbed with 
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dreams of the place 1 had left, and the dangers I had 
escaped. ILowever, upon waking, I found myself mnech 
recovered. It was now about eight o’clock at night, 
and the captain ordered supper immediately, thinking 
T had already fasted too long. Tle entertained me with 
great kindness, observing me not to look wildly, or talk 
inconsistently ; and when we were left alone, desired I 
would give him a relation of my travels, and by what 
accident L came to be set adrift in that monstrous 
wooden chest. He said, ‘that about twelve o'clock at 
noon, as he was lookmg through his glass, he espied it 
at a distance, and thought it was a sail, which he had a 
mind to make, being not much out of his course, in 
hopes of buying some biscuit, his own beginning to fall 
sH@rt. That upon coming nearer, and finding his error, 
he sent out lis long-bout, to discover what it was; that 
his men came back ina fright, averring they had seen a 
swimming house. That he laughed at their folly, and 
went himself in the boat, ordering his men to take a 
strong cable along with them. yThat the weather being 
ealin, he rowed round ie several times, observed my 
windows and wire lattices that defended them. That 
he discovered two staples upon one side, which was all 
of boards, without any passage for light. He then com- 
manded his men to row up to that side, and fastening 
a cable to one of the staples, ordered them to tow my 
chest, as they called it, towards the ship. When it was 
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there, he gave directions to fasten another cable to the 
ring fixed in the cover, and to raise up my chest with 
pulleys, which all the sailors were not able to do above 
two or three feet. Ile said they saw my stick and 
handkerchief thrust out of the hole, and concluded that 
some unhappy man must be shut up inside. I asked, 
‘whether he or the crew had seen any prodigious birds 
in the air, about the time he first discovered me?’ To 
which he answered, ‘that talking over this matter with 
the sailors while 1 was asleep, one of them said, he had 
observed three eagles flying towards the north, bat did 
not remark their being larger than the usual size: * 
which [ suppose must be imputed to the great height 
they were at; and he could not guess the reason of my 
question. I then asked the captain, ‘how far he 
reckoned we might be from land?’ Ie said, ‘by the 
best computation he could make, we were at least a 
hundred leagues.’ Lassured him he must be mistaken 
by alinost half) for Thad not left the country whence [° 
came above two hours before I dropped into the sea. 4 
Whereupon he began to think my brain was disturbed, 
of which he gave me a hint, aud advised me to go to 
bed in a cabin he had provided. LT assured iim, ‘I was 
well refreshed with his good entertapunent aud company, 
aud as much in my senses as ever I was in any life.’ He 
then grew scrious, and desired to ask me freely, ‘ whether | 
I were not troubled in my mind bv the consciousness 
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of some enormous crime, for which I was punished, at 
the command of some ‘prince, by exposing me in that 
chest, as great criminals, in other countries, have been 
forced to sca in a Jeaky vessel, without provisions ; 
for although he should be sorry to have taken so ill 
aman into his ship, yet he would engage his word to 
sct me safe ashore, in the first port where we arrived?’ 
We added, ‘that his suspicions were much increased by 
&ome very absurd speeches I had delivered at first to 
bis sailors, and afterwards to himself, in relation to my 
tloset. or chest, as well as by my odd looks and be- 
haviour while I was at supper.’ 

I begged his patience to Iet me tell my story, which 
I faithfully did, from the last time ] left England, to the 
moment he first discovered me, And as truth always 
forces its way into fational minds, so this honest worthy 
gentleman, who had some tincture of learning, and very 
Sood sense, was immediately convineed of my candor and 
Veracity. Bufy far ‘ther to confirin all I had said, I en- 
Ereated him to’ give order that my cabinet should be 
br ‘ought, of which I had the key in my pocket; for he 
had already mformed me how the seamen disposed of 
tiny closet. Jopcened it in his own presence, and showed 
Hiim the small collection of rarities I had made in the 
country from which I had been so strangely delivered. 
“here was the comb I had contrived out of the stumps 
of the king’s beard, and another of the same materggs, 
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but fixed into a paring of her majesty’s thuinb-nail, 
which served for the back. There was a collection of 
needles and pins, from a foot to half a yard long; four 
wasps’ stings, like joiner’s tacks; some combings of the 
quecn’s hair; a gold ring, which one day she made mea 
present of, in a most obliging manner, taking it from 
her little finger, and throwing it over my head like a 
collar. I desired the captain would please to accept 
this ring in return for his civilities; which he absolutely 
refused. I showed him a corn that I had cut off, with 
my own hand, from a maid of honor’s toe: it was about 
the size of a Kentish pippin, aud grown so hard, tha 
when I returned to England, I got it hollowed into a 
cup, and set in silver. Lastly, I. desired him to see 
the breeches I had then on, which were made of mouse’s 
skin. 

I could force nothing on him but a footman’s tooth, 
which I observed him to examine with great curiosity, 
aud found he had a fancy for it. He received it with 
abundance of thanks, more than such a trifle could de- 
serve. It was drawn by an unskilful surgeon, in a 
mistake, from one of Glumdalclitch’s men, who was 
afflicted with the tooth-ache, but it was as sound as 
any in his head. 1 got it cleaned, aud put it into my 
cabinet. It was about a foot long, and four inches 
in diameter. 

The captain was very well satistied with this plain 
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relation I had given him, and said, ‘he hoped, when we 
returned to Engluid, I would oblige the world by put- 
ting it on paper, and making it public’ My answer 
was, ‘that I thought we were overstocked with books 
of travels; that nothing could now pass which was not 
extraordinary ; wherein, J doubted some authors less 
consulted truth than their own vanity, or interest, or 
the diversion of ignorant readers; that my story could 
contain little except common events, without the usual 
ornamenta] descriptions of strange plants, trees, birds, 
and other animals; or of the barbarous customs and 
idolatry of savage pcople, in descriptions of which most 
writers abound. Tlowever, I thanked him for his good 
option, and promised to take the matter into my con- 
sideration.’ 

IIe said, ‘le wondered at one thing very much, which 
was to hear me speak so loud ;’ asking ine, ‘ whether the 
king and queen of that conntry were dull of bearing?’ 
1 told him, ‘16 was what I lad been used to for above 
two years past, and that I] wondered as wuch at bis 
voice and that of his men, who seemed to me only to 
whisper, and yet T could hear them well enough. But, 
when I spoke in that country, it was like a man talking 
in the streets, to another looking out froin the top of a 
steeple, unless when I was placed on a table, or held in 
any person's hand.’ I told him, ‘1 had likewise observed 
another thing, that when I first got into the ship and 
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the sailors stood all about me, I thought they were the 
wost contemptible Jittle creatmes I had ever beheld.’ 
For, indeed, while [ was in that prince’s country, I 
could never endure to look in a glass after my cyes had 
been accustomed to such prodigions objects, because the 
comparison gave me so despicable an opinion of myself. 
The captain said, ‘that while we were at supper, he ob- 
servel me to Jook at everything with a sort of wonder, 
and that I often scemed hardly able to contain my 
laughter, which he knew not well how to take. but im- 
puted it to some disorder in my brain.’ I answered, ¢ it 
was very true; and I wondered how IJ could forbear, 
when J saw Ins dishes of the size of a silver threepence, 
a leg of pork hardly a mouthful, a cup not so big asa 
nutshell ;’ aud so L went on, describing the rest of his 
houschold-stuff and provisions, after the same manner. 
For, although the queen had ordered a little equipage 
of all things necessary for me, wlile Twas in her scr- 
vice, yet my ideas were wholly taken up with what I 
saw on every side of me, and I winked at my own 
Jittleness as people do at their own faults. The captain 
‘understood my raillery very well, and merrily replied, 
with the old English proverb, that he doubted my eyes 
were bigger than my belly, for he did not observe my 
appetite was good, although I had fasted all day; and, 
continuing in his muth, protested, “he would have 
gladly given a hundred pounds to have seen my che st 
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im the eagle’s bill, and afterwards in its fall from sc 
great a height into the sea; which would certainly have 
been a most astonishing object, worthy to have the de- 
scription of it transmitted to future ages:’ and the 
comparison of Phacton was so obvious, that he could 
not forbear applying it, although I did not much ad- 
mire the conceit. . 

The captain having been at Tonquin, was, on his re- 
turn to England, driven north-eastward to the latitude 
of 41 degrees, and longitude of 143°. But meeting a 
trade-wind two days after I came on board him, we 
sailed southward a Jong time, and coasting New ITolland, 
kept our course west-south-west, and then south-south- 
west, til] we doubled the Cape of Good Hope. 
voyage was very prosperous, but I shall not trouble? 
reader with a journal of it. The captain called in at 
one or two ports, and sent in his long-boat for pro- 
visions and fresh water; but I never went out of the 
ship till we came into the Downs, which was on the 
3rd day of June, 1706, about nine months after my 
escape. I offered to leave my goods in security for pay- 
ment of my freight, but the captain protested he would 
not receive one farthing. We took a kind leave of each 
other, and I made him promise he would come to see 
me at my house in Redriff. I hired a horse and guide 
for five shillings, which I borrowed of the captain. 
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As I was on the road, observing the littleness o: the 
houses, the trees, the cattle, and the people, I began to 
think myself in Lilliput. I was afraid of trampling on 
every traveller I met, and often called alond to them to 
stand out of the way, so that Twas nearly gettung one 
or two broken heads for my impertinence. 

When Icame to my own house, for which I was forced 
to inquire, one of the servants opening the door, I bent 
down to go in, like a goose under a gate, for fear of 
striking my head. My wife ran out to embrace me, 
but I stooped lower than her knees, thinking she could 
otherwise never be able to reach my mouth. My 
daughter kneeled to ask my blessing, but I could not 
see her till she arose, having been so long used to stand 
with my head and eyes erect to above sixty feet; and 
then I went to take her up with one hand by the waist. 
T looked down upon the servants, and one or two friends 
who were in the house, as if they had been pigmies, and 
Yagiant. I told my wife, ‘she had been too thrifty, 
for [ fond she had starved herself and her danghter to 
nothing. In short, | behaved inyself so unaccountably, 
that they were all of the captain’s opinion when he first 
saw me, and concluded I had Jost my wits. This I 
mention as ap instance of the great power of habit and 
prejudice. oy 

Tn a little tame ] and my tamily and Iriends came to 
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a right understanding; but my wife protested I sheuld 
never go to sea any more: although my evil destiny so 
ordered, that she had not power to hinder me, as the 
reader may know hercafter. In the mean time, I here 
conclude the second part of my untortunate voyages. 


ee ee ee mee were, shame 


Giver € Tunnen, the Suldoud Lrtaciay Weret Biante and London, 


EDUCATIONAL WORKS, 
pithy by J. S. LAURIE. 


THE STANDARD READERS. 


BEST EDITION, CHTAP EDITION. 


BET LV a ch 


& CHEAP J htion of the New Rerdors — 


The NAW Standard Primer, 6; pp 0 3 Ornamental Reading Shects, per ae 2 6 

a Ditto wo Mounted & 6 

The NEW First Standard Reader .. 0 4 The NEW Standard Prmer perdoy 1 6 
The NEW Second Standard Reader 6 6 Tho NEW First standard Keader ewh 0 

The NEW Third Standard Reader v >| Zhe NEW Second Standard Roader 0 » 

y jo The NEW Third Standard Reader 0 7 

1 » | tee NUW Fourth Standard BSNS o 8 

The Fifth Standard Reader .. 0 8 

Phe Sixth Standsrd Reader ve el 4 T.e SixthStandard Reader . . .. ow 


© Muvels of ex alliance und ehenpiiess ” 
SN bOtoes of mosbexe tent book, fur cluatldren ” 


THE STANDARD COPY BOOKS, 


Containing a systematic course of Iixcreises Or the rapid acquire- 
ment of a cLLAR and BOLD handwiting. 
ELEMENTARY SERTES (1 to 124) 2s. per dozen. 
SUPPLEMENTARY SERIES (13 to 20) 2s. 6d. per dozen. 


STANDARD MANUALS. 
THE STANDARD MANUALOF|THE MANUAL OF GEO. 
ARITHMETIC, Cloth, 1s.;| GRAPHY. Cloth,Ls., limp,9d. ; 


lunp, dd.3 With Rey, Ts. Gd.; also} also um dive parts, at 8d. each, 





In pmits, } nnd 2,3, 4, at lds > ‘Cuerulis uringed and the 
6, at Igd.; 7, at 25d, dty and tepulive’ 

KEY TO MANUAL OF ARITH- ENGLISH GRAMMAR SIM- 
METIC, Cloth, Is. PLIFIED. Cloth, 6d.; also 


two parts at 8d cach, 
ARITHMETICAL EXAMPLES, i 
‘Snuple ond michigible, gudiadious vid 
ehicfly in words, Cloth, sd, arm poyod 


three pudts at tod. Aliswers to 


do, 6, ori two parts at od, MANUAL OF ENGLISH HIS- 
“an ervectert bow aid crie that woe ut TORY SIMPLIFLED. Cloth, 


ev itillyt noeud {> be ther 
; Pe ee Is tf. Wrapper, 18, Sapentor, 2a. 


THE MANUAL OF ENGLISH 
; yp ae STANDALKD BIBLE 
St ELLING. Cloth, le. Od, 5 READINGS. Cloth, 1 s, Taye 


strong Jano, 18: three parts, dd. : : 
Gach six acebbons. ta Bs ’ parts, Old and Now Testament, 
. ay F ps wht, . 
od, ene] 


roe oest—ineomipitably the best -worls ! 


ee aes THE BIBLE PRIMER. Cloth, 
THE SIXPENNY GEOGRAPHY — oi.: three party at 14 / 


Cloth, od., Also tn parte ntvd. cach, =“ Wretten in the most simp’) lan guage ” 


JOUN MARSUALO & CO... 42, PATHRNOSTER ROW, 


THE 


TECHNICAL READERS. 


AN ENTIRELY NEW SERIES, 
DESIGNED AND EDITED TY 


J. STVUART LAURIE, 
Formerly I,M. Inspector of Schools, &c., &c. 


BEST EDITION. 


8. d. 

Boox I. 64 pages, c'oth, strongly bound .. 1... =O 6 
» Lt 96 : ‘5 r Saes Lake 0 8 

» III. 128 is . - set 1 pe 0 10 

» IV. 160 ma i Gee foe AO 

» V. 224 ss . - cee en. ate EOS 

» VI, 288 - . Pe tan keer, Sen Ee cB 

CHEAP EDITION. 

Boon: Te. ae tet. * a Saee ae ee ee. ee, es ee DS 
gy, ket “gad, “ek Bie Gite Bie. wien Sees Mae 28), ane 10S Oe 

gi. dT ed eek tae ley ab a “whe chee. HOPS 

ya. “LNG. -chieee  aykn wees stale. Hak’ Bab; aoe ek’ ae ce SOTO 

es NE. eek Sit eax. eles, el; ag. th a “ae, aon 


NOTICES OF THE PRESS. 

“ This cheap serics of Readers is evidently the result of much educa- 
tional experience, The lessons are prepared with more than average 
skill. ‘There is unity, simplicity, and completencss In each lesson, and 
the successive volunioé steadily lead the learners in the direction of 
nature, art, and science.”—~—Nonconforimist, 

* Their type 1s clearand bold, they are abundantly illustrated, printed 
on good paper, und well bound.”’—Publishers’ Circular. 

*“Thouch full of genuine hard knowledge, they are sufficiently attrac- 
tive, in the mode in which the tmstruction is presented, to take their 
place in the child’s own favourite library. What stronger recommen- 
ae oo we give of a series of lesson books?’’—Schoot Board 

vronicle. : 


JOHN MARSHALL & CO., 42, PATERNOSTER ROW, 


THE STANDARD COPY BOOKS, 


Oontaining a systematic Course of Exercises for the rapid 
acquirement of a clear and bold handwriting; in Tweuvs 
Booxs, with a supplementary series of Eraur. 


Price Two Shillings per dozen, 
Elementary Series. 


Hach page has two head-lines; one dark and permanent, the 
other faint, to be traced by the pupil. 


T. Elementary Strokes and Small Letters... Text. 


II. Small Letters (contovued.) Text. 
HI. Small Letters combined in. Hasy Words, 
and Figures. . » Text & Small Text 
IV. Long Letters and their Combinati ions . » Small Text. 
V. Capitals and Christian Names, &c. . . . Text and Round. 
VI, Proper Names. . Small Text, 
VII. Miscollancous Sentences, Hints on Writin g, 


&c., &c. . . Round. 
Vit. Weights and Measures, “Practions, "&e, . » Text and Small. 
IX. Geographical—The British Kumpire a 
X. Geographical—The or ea Capitals, 


Rivers, &c. of the world . Small Hand. 
XT. Leading Historical Events, &c., with Datos 
XIT. ” (continned) . pt & 
XIT4. Revise Book, hey tA eS Text, Round, & Sinall, 


Supplementary Series. 


XITT. Miscellaneous, lelters . . . . ) . ,) 6. In Seript for copying. 
XIV, Business Letters and Bills. 2. . 1 1. ae ae 
XY. Po ee Sample Letters, &e., designed to 
Poetry be copicd on the opposite page, 
Duplicates of Nos. XIII. XIV. XV. in French. 
XVI. Transcribing Voluntary Exercises (Prose and Verse). 
XVI. For Original Letters, Stories from Memory, &c 
XVIII. Sketch-Bock for Outline Maps. 
XTX. Ontline Maps. First Scrics, 
XX. yy e Second Series. 


Superior Edition, post size, on cxtra fine paper, 69. per dozen. 


LONDON: JOHN MARSHALL & CO, 42, PATERNOSTER ROW. 


192 pp., feap. 8vo0, strong lump, 1a. ; cloth lettered, 18. 8d. 


Wanual of English Spelling, 
ALSO IN SECTIONS, 


At 2d. each (stiff boards), and in the following 
Parts of 64 pp,, at 4d. each. 


PART I. 


Monosyllables, Commion Names. Common Errors in Common 
Words. 


PART II. 
Words often confounded. Rules for Spelling. Grammatical 
Inflections. QGommon Errors in Speaking and Writing. 
Part III. 


Etymology. Synonymes. Difficult Words. Miscellaneous 
Exercises. 


“ Rxcelient.” 

** Admirable and thoroughly practical.” 

“ A hook including more than 600 thoroughly prepared lessons of mo- 
derato length, writtcon on a scale of gradation, and in every way adapted 
for school, or self-education, or private tuition.” 





288 py. feap. 8vo, sewed, 18.; limp cloth, 1s. 6d. ; superior, 2s. 


MANUAL OF ENGLISH HISTORY SIMPLIFIED; 
OR, OUR COUNTRY’S STORY. 

This volume aims at giving, in simple and genial languago, a 
plain and vivid deseription of the historical phasgs through 
which England has passed. Itis divided into Periods, aa repro- 
sented by the respective Lines that have ocoupied the throne; 
each chapter concludes with a set of pointed questions, and the 
work is embellished at the beginning with a good engraving, and 
farnished with a detailed analysis of contemts, and table o! 
Heine acquisitions, with dates. 





re 





LONDON : 
SJOHN MARSHALL & CO., 42, PATERNOSTER ROW; 


Puller & Tazincy, The Selwood Privting Works Frome and Londos 


